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The inauguration of Goy. John P. St. John at Topeka, January 
13, 1879, from a sketch by Henry Worrall in Harper's Weekly, 
February 8, 1879. The Weekly reported the gathering as “the first 
public inauguration of State officers . . . in Kansas.” Note 


that only the east wing of the state house was completed. 
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The Pictorial Record of the Old West 


Ill. HENRY WORRALL 


Rosert Tart 
(Copyright, 1946, by Rosert Tart) 

N the three or four decades following the establishment of Kan- 

sas territory in 1854, few Kansas artists attempted to depict life 
in Kansas; a situation not particularly surprising since Kansas, in 
this period, had few artists of any kind. In these decades the prairie 
wilderness was transformed into an agricultural state of growing 
importance in the economy of our United States and the transfor- 
mation—physically, economically and politically—required the al- 
most undivided attention of our predecessors. To be sure, there 
was cultural growth, especially in the fields of education, of jour- 
nalism, and of music, but on the whole the energy of these earlier 
Kansans was directed chiefly to the establishment of farms, homes 
and villages, to the building of railroads, to combating inclement 
weather and voracious insects and to a participation—at times a 
quite vociferous and rugged participation—in the politics attendant 
upon the formation of a new territory and state created on the vir- 
gin and spacious plains of the great West. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that Kansas, in its early history, 
could enumerate but few artists among its citizens... The only Kan- 
sas artist in the period under consideration to achieve recognition 
on anything approaching a national scale for his portrayal of Kan- 
sas life was Henry Worrall.? Of course, as some Kansans know, 


Dr. Rosert Tart, of Lawrence, is professor of chemistry at the University of Kansas and 
editor of the Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science. He is author of Photography 
And the American Scene (Macmillan, 1938), and Across the Years On Mount Oread (University 
of Kansas, 1941). 
_ For a general introduction to this pictorial series, see The Kansas Historical Quarterly, 
February, 1946, pp. 1-5. 

1, For a brief summary of art in Kansas up to 1928, see Edna Reinbach, “Kanses A 
and Artists,’’ Kansas Historical Collections, v. 17 (1926-1928), pp. 571-585. In pa 
might be observed that the history of art in Kansas deserves a modern end extensir 


2. There were other Kansans who contributed scenes of Kansas events to the 


rt 


illustrated 
Press in the early years of the state, but the work of such artists is usually difficult to iden- 


tify. For instance, Lawrence during the Quantrill raid of 1863 was depicted in Harper's 
Weekly, v. 7 (September 5, 1863), p. 564 (full page). The illustration is not 


signed nor 
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Frederic Remington ran a sheep ranch in Butler county in 1883 and 
he should therefore be considered a Kansas resident in this period. 
The year spent in Kansas was so important in the career of this 
popular illustrator of Western life that special consideration will 
subsequently be paid to him. The Kansas scenes depicted by Rem- 
ington, however, are but little known, so that our statement con- 
cerning Worrall made above will stand. 

Henry Worrall, born in Liverpool, England, on April 14, 1825, 
immigrated to this country with his family in 1835. After a pre- 
carious boyhood spent in Buffalo and Cincinnati, he came to Kan- 
sas in the late 1860’s.5 There is no record that Worrall had 
training of any kind. He had been a glass cutter in Cincinnati and 
as a young man had achieved a local reputation as a guitar player 
and teacher and composer of guitar pieces. In fact, one of his 
compositions, “Sevastopol,” which he sold to a publisher in Cin- 
cinnati for $15, subsequently became exceedingly popular and sold 
thousands of copies. In 1868 Worrall arrived in Topeka, where 


does the legend or the text in the Weekly make any attempt to identify the artist; it is quite 
probable that the illustration was purely imaginary. In the issue of the Weekly for Sep- 
tember 19, 1863, p. 604, however, there appears the full-page illustration, “The Ruins of 
Lawrence, Kansas.—Sketched by a Correspondent.” 

In 1940, Harry Still of Lawrence claimed that his grandfather, Henry Still, made the 
sketch in the Weekly for September 5, 1863. Henry Still, according to his grandson, lived in 
Tonganoxie, some 15 miles from Lawrence, and he visited Lawrence the day of the raid and 
made drawings. Sketching was Still’s hobby, according to the younger Still, and after mak- 
ing the drawings they were sent to the Weekly. Harry Still refers only to the sketch in the 
issue of the Weekly for September 5, 1863, but it seems more probable, from the legends of 
the two drawings stated above, that the second drawing may have been an attempt at factual 
depiction of Lawrence after the raid by Still. Still may have drawn the first illustration but 
the action it portrayed was undoubtedly imaginary. 

While on the topic of early Kansas sketches, several very interesting ones of Atchison ap- 
pear in Harper's Weekly for 1866: ‘Eastern Terminus of Butterfield’s Overland Route, Atch- 
ison, Kansas,”’ ‘Driving the First Spike on the Atchison and Pike’s Peak Railroad,’ ’ and 
“Butterfield’s Overland Mail-Coach Starting Out From Atchison, Kansas,” in the issue of 
January 27, 1866, v. 10, p. 56, and ‘‘Commercial Street, Atchison, Kansas” in the issue of 
July 28, 1866, p. 476. All four sketches are credited to “William M. Merrick.”” Williar 
Marshall Merrick was undoubtedly a citizen of Kansas when the sketches were made, fo 
cording to George Byron Merrick, Genealogy of the Merrick-Mirick-Myrick Family of Men 
chusetts (Madison, Wis., 1902), p. 360, a daughter of William was born in Atchison on Mar - 
11, 1866, and another in Lawrence on September 29, 1868. Merrick himself was born in 1833 
in Wilbraham, Mass., and st the time the above Genealogy was published in 1902, he was 
“‘a draughtsman by profession, with his office in Chicago.’’ No subsequent data on Merrick 
has been found. 

This footnote might well be extended into some pages if all the minor (minor in number, 
but not in interest) illustrators of Kansas were considered. Note, of course, that we are re- 
stricting ourselves for the moment to Kansas illustrations by citizens of Kansas. Traveling 
artists, such as Frenzeny and Tavernier, considered in the first number of this series, ha - 
left important pictorial records of Kansas. Again, we cannot make a complete survey of : 
artists at present but the first sketch—at least it is the first sketch in my records made in 
Kansas may be noted here. It was ‘‘War Dance in the Interior of a Konza Lodge” and was 
drawn by the artist Samuel Seymour on August 24, 1819, near the site of Manhattan.—See 
Edwin James’ Account of an Expedition From Pittsburgh to the Rocky Mountains, first pub- 
lished in Philadelphia, 1823. A reprint of this account (after an English edition) appears as 
volumes 14-17 in R. G. Thwaites, ed., Early Western Travels (Cleveland, 1905). The cita- 
tion to the Seymour illustration will be found in v. 14 of the Thwaites edition, p. 209, and 
the illustration on the opposite page. 

3. Part of the biographical information on Worrall stated above and in the text which 
follows will be found in obituary — in the Topeka Capital, June 21, 1902, p. 6, col. 4; 
Topeka Herald, June 21, 1902, p. 1, col. 3; Topeka State Journal, June "21, 1902, p. 5, cols. 
1, 2. J. W. Valentine (see Footnote 5) who was for many years an intimate friend of Wor- 
rall, wrote me on January 5, 1946, that Worrall was so despondent as a youth in Cincinnati 
that he twice attempted to commit suicide. 
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he made his home until his death in 1902. It was not long before 
he became a local celebrity and the Topeka newspapers had fre- 
quent comments on his activities. By the time Kansas celebrated 
its first quarter-centennial of statehood in 1886 Worrall was a 
public figure known throughout the state. Noble Prentis, for ex- 
ample, in addressing the quarter-centennial celebration, stated 
that Kansas women were able to discuss “all the artists from Henry 
Worrall to Praxiteles.” 4 

Worrall was a man of many talents, as the above discussion may 
have suggested and as his subsequent history shows. He estab- 
lished an extensive vineyard, took part in many public musical 
activities and within a year after his arrival in Topeka was mak- 
ing oil portraits. In addition he delivered illustrated lectures with 
gusto and felicity, and played pranks on his friends.’ In fact, his 
puckish humor appears to have been one of his predominant traits 
for it appears frequently in his illustrations, many of which are 
caricatures.° To add a still more personal touch concerning the 
buoyant character of this Kansan, so well-known in his day but 
now virtually forgotten, we can quote from a letter of one of his 
friends and pupils, J. W. Valentine. Mr. Valentine writes, “Many 
times he, an old gray-haired man, and I, a fifteen-year-old, went 
serenading the girls of Bethany college and other girls over Topeka, 


4. Kansas Historical Collections, v. 3 (1883-1885), p. 459. The Prentis speech was 
made, along with many other speeches, in Topeka on January 29, 1886; the comment above, 
of course, unwittingly reveals the public attitude toward art in 1886—for art in Kansas in 
1886 was a matter discussed only by women. 

5. Worrall’s early musical activities in Topeka are recorded in the Topeka State Record, 
January 17, 1869, p. 4, col. 2; April 28, 1869, p. 2, col. 1; Topeka Commonwealth, October 
13, 1869, p. 3, col. 3; his artistic activities in ibid., August 4, 1869, p. 8, col. 1; November 
23, 1869, p. 3, col. 1; State Record, April 2, 1870, p. 4, col. 3; his grape culture in tbid., 
October 28, 1870, p. 4, col. 1; Commonwealth, March 31, 1875, p. 4, col. 1. The State Rec- 
ord for July 1, 1870, p. 4, col. 1, reports Prof. Henry ‘Worrell [sic] makes one of his char- 
acteristic speeches tonight at the Congregational [raspberry] Festival, and plays on his wood 
and straw piano.” The Valley Republican, Kinsley, reported on February 23, 1878, p. 3, col. 
2: “Our Kansas artist, who has a reputation almost national, Prof. Worrall, entertained a 
Kinsley audience last Saturday evening with one of his interesting crayon and musical pro- 
grammes. The verdict of rich, rare, and racy was voted unanimously. Prof. Worrall is a 
genius and a gentleman, and he can always secure a full house here. Come again.” The To- 
peka State Record, August 23, 1870, p. 4, col. 2, states Henry Worrall perpetrated a ‘sell’ 
on George W. Crane. 

Worrall’s musical activities in Cincinnati were described by J. W. Valentine of Kansas 
City, Mo., in letters to the author dated January 4 and 5, 1946. Worrall apparently was a 
teacher in a conservatory of music in Cincinnati. He played not only the guitar on which 
he was a real expert, but the violin, the viola, the flute, the double bass and other instru- 
ments. For a time he traveled with a celebrated violinist, Tasso by name, as accompanist 
Mr. Worrall met his wife, according to Mr. Valentine, at the Cincinnati conservatory where 
he gave her guitar lessons. 

6. These caricatures began to appear early in his Topeka career. The Topeka Common- 
wealth, August 4, 1869, p. 3, col. 1, states: ‘‘Worrall, the prince of artists and musicians, has 
concocted and executed a most admirable burlesque on the picture of the infantile groupe of 
the Commonwealth proprietors, recently taken by Capt. Knight [a well-known Topeka pho- 
tographer]. A peep at Worrall’s carricature is worth more than a physician's prescription for 
the worst case of biliousness. Knight has taken photographic copies of the carricature’’: and 
on May 11, 1871, p. 4, col. 2, the Commonwealth, “At McMeekin’s is a fine engraving, exe- 
euted by Topeka’s celebrated artist and caricaturist, Prof. [Henry] Worrall, of Wild Bil! 
{Hickok, the famed marshal of Abilene] ‘toting’ on his shoulder t 


L he refractory and abscond- 
ing councilman of Abilene. Knight has photographed it. ” 
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about midnight. He played the guitar accompanying my violin 
playing. He said this fun reminded him of when he was a young 
fellow in Cincinnati and he enjoyed it.”* Worrall must have really 
enjoyed life! 

We must return, however, to Worrall’s career as a pictorial re- 
corder of past Western life. His fame in this field lies in the fact 
that he was an occasional contributor to Harper’s Weekly and to 
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper as well as a contributor to 
many minor and local publications. He is probably best known, 
however, as the illustrator of two very important books of Western 
history: McCoy’s Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade and W. E. 
Webb’s Buffalo Land. In addition, Worrall made a number of 
original sketches and paintings which have never been published. 
His work as an artist will be discussed by considering each of the 
four groups of work mentioned above. The reader should be re- 
minded, however, that no lurid Western scenes will be found among 
Worrall’s work as it portrays a transition era in the development of 
the West. 


ILLUSTRATIONS IN HarPer’s WEEKLY AND FRANK LESLIE’S 
ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER 

Worrall’s work in these two pictorial journals recalls many in- 
teresting incidents of past Kansas life. A few of this group, how- 
ever, are illustrations made in our neighboring states of Colorado 
and New Mexico (then New Mexico territory). As published, 
these illustrations were many times redrawn by other artists; either 
because the draftsmanship was not satisfactory or because the di- 
mensions of the drawings submitted by Worrall to these publica- 
tions did not suit their page sizes.8 The illustrations listed chrono- 
logically include: 

1. “Through the Veta Pass—The Ascent on Dump Mountain—Grade, 217 
Feet Per Mile” (about % page), Harper’s Weekly, v. 21 (September 15, 1877), 
p. 720. 

2. “The John Brown Monument, Osawatomie, Kansas” (six sketches on 
one page as follows): “John Brown’s Cabin”; “ ‘Old’ John Brown”; “Oration 
on the Battle Ground of Osawatomie”; “Dedication of the Monument”; 
“The Monument at Osawatomie,” and “Dinner on the Battle-Field,” ibid. 
(September 22, 1877), p. 748. 

3. “The First Public Inauguration of a Governor in Kansas, January 13, 


7. Mr. Valentine now in his eighties, so wrote me on January 4, 1946. 


8. Worrall’s illustrations, when signed, have signatures in various forms. Probably “H. 
Worrall” was used the most frequently but in addition “Worrall,” “H " “W" and oc- 
casionally an ‘‘H” superimposed over a ‘“‘W” are employed. 
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1879—The State-House in Topeka” (about % page), ibid., v. 23 (February 8, 
1879), p. 105 [reproduced on the cover of this magazine]. 

4. “The Colored Exodus—Scenes at Topeka, Kansas” (three illustrations 
on one page as follows): “Terminal Station of the Colored Exodus—Floral 
Hall and Secretary’s Office, Now in Use as Barracks—Fair Grounds”; “Re- 
ligious Services in the North Wing of Floral Hall”; “Group in the South 
Wing of Floral Hall (probably redrawn by W. P. Snyder)” [reproduced in the 
picture supplement], ibid. (July 5, 1879), p. 532. 

5. (a) “Assembly of Races on Plaza of Las Vegas. Celebration at Las 
Vegas, New Mexico, the Terminus of the Railroad (N. M. and 8. P. R. R.) on 
July 4, 1879”; (b) “Pueblo Indians Selling Specimens of Native Pottery” 
(two illustrations on one page), Leslie’s Weekly, v. 49 (August 9, 1879). 

6. “The Old Santa Fe Trail and Railroad Switchback Over Raton Pass 
Near Trinidad,” ibid. (August 23, 1879), p. 417. 

7. “Scenes in Santa Fe, New Mexico” (three sketches on one page, one re- 
drawn by Charles Graham, as follows): “General View of Santa Fe”; “The 
Only Protestant Church in Santa Fe,” and “The Oldest Inhabited House in 
the United States,” Harper’s Weekly, v. 23 (September 13, 1879), p. 733. 

8. “Royal Gorge in Grand Canyon of the Arkansas” (full page), Leslie’s 
Weekly, v. 50 (April 17, 1880), p. 105. 

“Departure of the ‘Corn Train’ From Wichita, Kansas” (about % page). 
Harper’s Weekly, v. 28 (April 5, 1884), p. 224 [reproduced in the picture sup- 
plement]. 

10. “Cattle in a Blizzard on the Plains” (full page, redrawn by Charles 
Graham), ibid., v. 30 (February 27, 1886), p. 132. 

11. “The Kansas Trouble at Topeka” (full page; legend beneath illustra- 
tion reads, “Drawn by W. P. Snyder From Photographs by C. G. Willett and 
Sketches by H. Worrall Made on the Spot”), ibid., v. 37 (March 4, 1893), p. 
200. In this same issue (p. 210) is a small sketch made by Worrall “on the 
Spot,” “South Side of Capitol Square—Military Guarding the Arsenal.” 

12. “The Opening of the Cherokee Strip, September 16, 1893” (eight 
sketches on one page, several are redrawn by Graham and others, as follows ): 
“Orlando, September 14th—Selling Water at the Railroad Station 
“Wichita, September 13th—Selling Water to ‘Strippers’ on the Train 
“Orlando, September 14th—‘Come On, You Thirsty People, Five Cents For 
All You Can Drink . . .’”; “Ten Minutes Before the Great Rush— ; 
Near Arkansas City”; “Site of the Future City of Perry, Showing United 
States Land Office . . .”; “Registration Booths on the ‘Line,’ South of Ar- 
kansas City, September 15th”; “On the ‘Registration Stools’ At the End of 
the Line, Arkansas City, September 15th,” and “The Grand Rush At Noon 
of September 16th . . .” [reproduced in the picture supplement], ibid., v 
37 (September 30, 1893), p. 928. 

13. “Irrigation in Southwestern Kansas” (full page, redrawn by G. W. 
Peters), ibid., v. 38 (September 29, 1894), p. 920 (seven sketches credited to 
“H. Worrall and Photographs,” as follows): “Reservoir East of Garden City, 
Irrigating Twenty Acres”; “Six-Armed Home-Made ‘Jumbo’”; “Two Eight- 
Armed ‘Jumbos’ Near Dodge City—Pumping Capacity, Ten Thousand Gal- 
lons Per Hour”; “In the Artesian-Well District, Meade County, Kansas— 
Seventy-Five Acres Under Irrigation”; “A Determined Irrigator, Who Rolls 


> 8 
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Water Three Hundred Yards to Irrigate a Small Garden”; “A Large ‘Jumbo’ 
Near Dodge City, on an Island in Churchill Reservoir,” and “Reservoir Near 
Garden City, Irrigating Fifteen Acres—Stocked With German Carp.” 
Illustrations 1, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the above group were obviously 
drawn on out-of-state excursions. Worrall traveled extensively 
over Kansas and into southeastern Colorado in the employ of the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad (see page 251) and the 
above illustrations probably resulted from such excursions. Veta 
pass is in southeastern Colorado, about 100 miles southwest of 
Pueblo ® and the engineering feat involved in running the Denver 
and Rio Grande railroad over the steep ascent of Veta pass was 
regarded as one of the marvels of the 1870’s.'° The illustrations 
listed as Nos. 5, 6, and 7 were also probably made at the same time 
despite the difference in the place of publication. Here the illus- 
trations resulted from the completion of the railroad to Las Vegas." 
The illustrations listed under No. 2 were drawn in connection 
with the dedication of the John Brown monument at Osawatomie 
on August 30, 1877. The monument was dedicated on the twenty- 
first anniversary of the battle between Proslavery and Free-State 
men, the latter supposedly led by Brown.!*? Ex-Gov. Charles Rob- 


inson was the chairman at the dedicatory services and Sen. John 
J. Ingalls, the leading orator of Kansas, delivered the main ad- 
dress."* 


“The First Public Inauguration of a Governor in Kansas” (No. 
3—reproduced on the cover of this magazine) was drawn on Jan- 
uary 13, 1879, “a bitterly cold day,” and shows Gov. John P. St. 
John delivering his inaugural address on the east steps of the state 
house. Governor St. John, who probably had a larger mustache 
than any other Kansas governor (a photograph of St. John is also 
reproduced with the above illustration showing him with a mus- 
tache of truly magnificent proportions), described in his address 
the progress of the state, pointing out that “now” (1879) the state’s 
population was 900,000, that it possessed 2,300 miles of railroads, 


%. Glenn Danford Bradley, The Story of the Santa Fe (Boston, 1920), pp. 151, 152. 
The Denver and Rio Grande narrow gauge from Pueblo had crossed the mountains (through 
Veta pass) and had reached Fort Garland in the San Luis valley in 1877. 

10. A glowing account of the trip over the pass appears in the New York Semi-Weekly 
Tribune, January 29, 1878, p. 5, col. 1, and Helen Hunt (Jackson) had likewise described its 
wonders in ‘‘A New Anvil Chorus,’’ Scribner’s Magazine, v. 15 (January, 1878), pp. 386- 
395. The article is credited in the index of Scribner’s to ‘“‘H. H.” 

11. According to Bradley, op. cit., p. 204, the New Mexico & Southern Railroad Com- 
pany reached Las Vegas on July 4, 1879. 

12. Harper's Weekly, v. 21 (September 22, 1877), p. 748. For a modern review of this 
famous border battle see James C. Malin, John Brown And the Legend of Fifty-Siz (Phila- 
delphia, 1942), pp. 619-628. 

18. For the significance of the John Brown monument as a part of the John Brown leg- 
end, see ibid., ch. 14 
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4,500 schoolhouses, and “a population intelligent, patriotic and en- 
terprising, and with almost boundless natural resources within her 
boundaries, Kansas may well look forward to a future of still 
greater prosperity.” '* 

“The Colored Exodus” (No. 4—one scene reproduced in the pic- 
ture supplement) shows the terminal station in Topeka arranged 
to receive the immigration of colored people from the South. In 
the late 1870’s the immigration reached its flood tide and thousands 
of Negroes—many of them destitute—reached Kansas in the hope 
of finding new homes and improved fortunes in the state where 
John Brown had achieved his fame. As many as 11 Negro colonies 
were established in Kansas, one of them far out on the Great Plains 
northwest of Kinsley, Edwards county. Senator Ingalls is reported 
to have said: “I do not think there is any class prejudice or any 
feeling of hostility to the colored people that would prevent their 
being cordially welcomed as an element of our population. We 
have an area of about 81,000 square miles, comprising 55,000,000 of 
acres of arable land, not more than one-tenth of which has been 
reduced to cultivation. The remainder is open to settlement under 
the Homestead Act, requiring five years’ residence before title can 
be secured, and I am inclined to think we could absorb 100,000 of 
these people without serious injury or inconvenience.” 

The lack of capital and the rigors and vicissitudes of Kansas 
climate in time discouraged the majority of these immigrants and 
they drifted on. One of these Negro colonies has survived, how- 
ever, to the present day and Nicodemus, Graham county, is the 
only all-Negro town in the state. 

“Departure of the ‘Corn Train’ From Wichita” (No. 9—repro- 
duced in the picture supplement) records a turn in the economic 
affairs of the state. In 1874, after the great grasshopper infesta- 
tion, Kansas had solicited aid for many citizens of the state made 
destitute by the insect damage.’* In 1884, 10 years later, Kansas 
was able to repay her debt in part when great floods in the valley 

14. Harper's Weekly, v. 23 (February 8, 1879), pp. 105, 106; see, also, Topeka Common- 
wealth, January 14, 1879, p. 3, cols. 2-4. 

15. Kansas, American Guide Series (New York, 1939), p. 329. For studies of the Negro 
colonization in Kansas during the 1870's, see Nell Blythe Waldron, ‘“‘The Colonies Organized 
by the Negro Race,” in “Colonization in Kansas From 1861 to 1890,’’ doctor’s dissertation, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill., 1923, pp. 121-131; also Lee Ella Blake, “The Great 
Exodus of 1879 and 1880 to Kansas,” master’s thesis, Kansas State College, Manhattan, 
1942. The Blake study includes a letter of Gov. John P. St. John, dated January 16, 1880, 
which states ‘‘that since last April, 15,000 to 20,000 colored refugees have arrived in Kan- 
sas.’ The statement of Senator Ingalls given in the text will be found in Harper’s Weekly, 
v. 23 (July 5, 1879), p. 584; see, also, ibid. (May 17, 1879), pp. 384, 386. 

_ 16. That outside aid was very real is shown by the fact that the Kansas Central Relief 
Conmnittee received donations from outside the state of nearly $75,000 in cash, $75,000 in 


army rations, and 265 carloads of supplies, among other contributions.—Kansas Central Relief 
Committee, Report of the Executive Board (Topeka, 1875), pp. 3-7. 
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of the Ohio river made homeless and hungry many inhabitants of 
the valley. Kansans listened to the appeal for help and sent a 
train of 31 carloads of corn, payment “with interest” as the gayly 
decorated cars proclaimed.* 

“Cattle in a Blizzard on the Plains” (No. 10) is a graphic re- 
minder of the great blizzards occurring in the winters of 1885-1886 
and 1886-1887. In fact, so disastrous were the blizzards that the 
resulting wholesale loss of cattle ruined many cattlemen. Theo- 
dore Roosevelt’s ranching venture in the Dakotas, for example, 
came to an abrupt halt in 1887 after the great blizzards of the two 
winters left him with scarcely an animal and with a loss of nearly 
$50,000.18 

“The Kansas Trouble at Topeka” (No. 11) recalls the profound 
interest which Kansans then and now take in their politics. The 
two contending parties (Populist and Republican) of 1893 each 
had their own legislature and each refused to recognize the other. 
Open warfare nearly resulted but the affair was finally settled in 
favor of the Republicans.’® 

“The Opening of the Cherokee Strip” (No. 12—one sketch re- 
produced in the picture supplement) with Worrall’s sketches ‘made 
on the spot,” record pictorially the opening of “the last great body 
of arable land in the United States.” Although dramatic in retro- 
spect it was called at the time “the most disgraceful and disorderly 
scramble that has ever occurred in the distribution of public lands.” 
Worrall’s sketches are not the only graphic recordings of this event 
but they are probably the best known.”° 

The last group of the sketches listed above (No. 13), recalls the 
fact that many attempts have been made to irrigate the arid lands 
of the High Plains. Waters from mountain streams, from the riv- 
ers of the High Plains and from artesian wells have all been used 
in many such experiments since the tide of Western migration be- 
gan.! 


17. Harper’s Weekly, v. 28 (April 5, 1884), pp. 223, 224. 
18. Hermann Hagedorn, Roosevelt in the Bad Lands (Boston, 1930), appendix, p. 482. 
_ 19. For a review of the Kansas political troubles of 1893, see Kansas Historical Colleo- 

tions, v. 16 (1923-1925), pp. 425-431. 

20. For contemporary newspaper accounts of the opening of the Cherokee strip see the 
Arkansas City Daily Traveler, September 12-19, 1893. The issue of the Traveler for Sep- 
tember 16, 1893, p. 1, has five illustrations depicting various aspects of the opening of the 
strip all of which are signed “D. Gibson.” As one of them depicts an incident that took 
place on September 16 the illustration must represent an imaginary event. It is my guess 
that Gibson was an illustrator for a metropolitan newspaper sent to cover the event. For 
photographs of the opening of the strip, see Leslie's Weekly, September 28, 1893, p. 208 
(the photographs are credited to “Rogers, Wichita’); and in more recent times “Strip’’ pho- 
tographs can be found in George Rainey, The Cherokee Strip (Guthrie, Okla., 1933). 

21, The Reports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture indicate that suggestions and 
attempts for irrigation were solutions often sought in the relief of arid western Kansas, es- 
pecially after the large influx of immigrants to the region in the early 1880's followed by the 
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One other illustration appearing in a national publication should, 
however, be mentioned in this group of Worrall’s work. Thomas 
Nast, the well-known illustrator, published in Harper’s Weekly for 
August 10, 1872,?? a cartoon, “The Cat’s-Paw.—Any Thing to Get 
Chestnuts,” showing Boss Tweed (the monkey) wearing a Tam- 
many collar using a cat’s-paw to take hot chestnuts from a stove, 
the Goddess of Liberty looking on. The claim was made that Wor- 
rall had sent to Harper’s Weekly a cartoon illustrating the fable 
of the monkey using a cat’s-paw to take hot chestnuts from the 
fire with Uncle Sam looking on.** The cartoon had been photo- 
graphed by Knight of Topeka before it was sent to the Weekly. 
The Weekly never acknowledged the receipt of the drawing but 
after three months the Nast cartoon appeared with the same com- 
position but the figures changed to suit Nast’s campaign against the 
Tweed ring; the title still remained the same as that used by Wor- 
rall, “The Cat’s-Paw.—Any Thing to Get Chestnuts.” 


ILLUSTRATOR FOR LocaL PUBLICATIONS 
The illustration for which Worrall achieved his greatest local 
fame was a caricature, “Drouthy Kansas” (reproduced in the pic- 


ture supplement). It appeared originally as the cover page of the 
Kansas Farmer for November, 1869, although it had received men- 
tion before this date,** and had been photographed by Knight,” 
the well-known Topeka photographer, and distributed as card pho- 
tographs. 

Strictly speaking, this caricature probably does not deserve rec- 
ognition in this series of articles as it does not depict any real 


disastrous drought of 1887; see, for example, “Irrigation for Homesteaders in Western Kan- 

sas,"’ Seventh Biennial Report of the State Board of Agriculture (1889-1890), Pt. II, pp. 

219-223, and Ninth Biennial Report (1894-1895), pp. 324-379; see, also, James C. Malin, 

Winter Wheat in the Golden Belt of Kansas (Lawrence, 1944), pp. 90, 91, for earlier sug- 

gestion on irrigation. Worrall, himself, had a signed review of irrigation in western Kansas 

in the issue of Harper's Weekly that contained his illustrations (September 29, 1894, p. 931). 
22. Full page, p. 624. 


23. Topeka Commonwealth, August 4, 1872, p. 4, col. 4. This item, a letter to the edi- 

tor, complained not only of this Worrall-Nast cartoon but of the “‘smouging”’ of other To- 
peka pictures by both Harper's Weekly and Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. 
_ The reference to Leslie's in this letter strongly suggests that a group of important Kansas 
illustrations appearing in Leslie’s for 1871-1872 were the work of Worrall. The group (listed 
below) are sometimes credited “‘By our special artist’ and several have the signature ‘“‘Bghs”’ 
appearing on them. ‘‘Bghs’’ was Albert (Alfred?) Berghaus, a member of the Leslie’s art 
staff who undoubtedly redrew the signed illustrations. The possible Worrall sketches include: 
Shooting Buffalo on the Line of the Kansas Pacific’ (full page), Leslie's, June 3, 1871, 
p. 193; “Loading Cattle at Abilene,” ibid., August 19, 1871, p. 385; “Buffalo Hunt of Grand 
Duke Alexis,” ibid., February 3, 1872, p. 325; “Whiskey on the Plains,” ibid., February 3, 
1872, p. 328; Cartoons on the Buffalo hunt by Grand Duke Alexis, “By our special artist, 
from a telegraph pole,” ibid., February 10, 1872, p. 349. E 

24. Topeka Daily Commonwealth, September 23, 1869, p. 3, col. 3; D. W. Wilder, An- 
nals of Kansas (Topeka, 1886), pp. 509, 510, states that the cartoon was published in the 
Kansas Farmer, November, 1869. This issue, however, is lacking from the file of the Farmer 
available in the State Historical Society. 


25. For Capt. J. Lee Knight, see Robert Taft, “A Photographic History of Early Kan- 
sas," Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. 3 (1934), pp. 3-14. 
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scene in past Western life. To neglect it, however, would render 
our study of Worrall far from complete. Caricature was Worrall’s 
strongest point, for he was not a skillful draftsman, but his ever- 
present sense of humor found its outlet in line drawings whose fig- 
ures were readily recognizable and whose humor was particularly 
suited to the taste of Westerners. If Worrall’s caricatures do not 
contribute greatly to our pictorial knowledge of past Western life 
they do contribute to our knowledge of Western taste and humor. 

“Drouthy Kansas” will illustrate this point. It was drawn in 
1869 when the climatic reputation of Kansas still suffered from 
the drought of 1860.2° The late 1860’s in Kansas, however, were 
years of heavy rainfall and good crops, facts to astonish the East- 
ern visitors who still heard the persistent tales of 1860. A group of 
Cincinnati friends of Worrall who came to Topeka in 1869 were 
evidently of the frame of mind described above. Before their ar- 
rival, Worrall made for their benefit the large charcoal sketch 
“Drouthy Kansas.” It depicted men climbing ladders and using 


_hatchets to cut ears of corn from huge stalks; watermelons so big 
that two men could stand on them; sweet potatoes that required a 
derrick to lift them from the ground, and wheat fields yielding 50 


bushels to the acre. In the middle distance a river was shown 
swollen in flood with rain coming down in sheets and in the back- 
ground a clearing sky and rainbow. The caricature proved im- 
mensely popular; it was talked about in the press, it was printed 
on the cover page of an issue of the Kansas Farmer and used as a 
broadside in advertising the same publication; it appeared in the 
widely distributed Resources of Kansas, by C. C. Hutchinson, pub- 
lished in 1871 as a handbook to attract settlers to Kansas, and it 
was painted on the drop curtain of Liberty Hall, an auditorium 
and theater in Lawrence. It was “the best advertisement for Kan- 
sas that was ever published” reported several Kansas papers.” 
The tide of enthusiasm for the cartoon finally turned, however. 
After the grasshopper year and drought of 1874, residents from the 
grasshopper belt made long journeys to cuss “the man who got up 
that ‘picter.. . . . Delegations waited on him to inform him 


26. For the great drought of 1860 see the discussion by James C. Malin, “Dust Storms, 
in ibid., v. 14 (May, 1946), pp. 187-144. 

27. For ‘“Drouthy Kansas,”’ see Topeka Commonwealth, September 23, 1869, p. 3, cdl. 
3; March 31, 1875, p. 4, col. 1. The sketch is reproduced (full page) on p. 41 of Huteh- 
inson's Resources of Kansas (Topeka, 1871). The State Historical Society possesses one of 
the advertising broadsides of the Kansas Farmer as well as a duplicate in oil of the sketch. 
The original sketch was a charcoal drawing according to some of the above contemporary 
accounts. The Report of the State Board of Agriculture . . . 1873 (Topeka, 1873), re- 
ported (p. 47) that “Prof. Henry Worrall exhibited the original sketch of ‘Drouthy Kansas’ 
a ee and well known” at the exhibition of the State Agricultural Society in Sep- 
ember, 70. 
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that, had it not been for the diabolical seductiveness of that picture 
they would never have come to Kansas to be ruinated and undone 
by grasshoppers.” ** Other caricatures by Worrall we shall discuss 
later but it can be remarked in passing that this form of “art” con- 
stituted Worrall’s most characteristic output. 

A number of Worrall illustrations appear in The Rocky Moun- 
tain Tourist, a publication issued by the Santa Fe railroad to at- 
tract the tourist trade. A number of editions of this booklet were 
issued, all of which contained Worrall sketches. In the first edi- 
tion (Topeka, 1877) signed sketches by Worrall included “The 
Grand Canon of the Arkansas—Royal Gorge”; “Carter’s Farm, in 
Rice County”; “Display of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe R. R. 
at the Centennial [of 1876].” In addition, there were two unsigned 
sketches, “Buffalo Trails” (as it is in characteristic Worrall style) 
and “Kansas Corn” which surely was drawn by Worrall as it de- 
picts corn taller than a house. Sketches by other artists also ap- 
peared in the Tourist. Later editions contained still other Worrall 
sketches. That most of the Worrall sketches in The Rocky Moun- 
tan Tourist were drawn from direct observation is confirmed by the 
following comment in the Topeka Commonwealth in 1877: “J. G. 
Pangborn and Henry Worrall, of this city, went west over the 
Santa Fe, with a view to see the country and get up ‘copy’ for the 
next “Tourist’s Guide.’ Mr. Worrall will set on [sic] the extreme 
car and sketch the varying scene as the train glides along. We may 
expect some good sketches and pithy articles.” °° 

Another group of Worrall illustrations, many of considerable in- 
terest, appears in the Reports of the State Board of Agriculture for 


28. Topeka Commonwealth, March 31, 1875, p. 4, col. 3. 


29. I have seen three editions of The Rocky Mountain Tourist, all are credited to J. G 
Pangborn as author or editor. The first edition mentioned in the text is dated “Topeka, 
1877." The second, not greatly different from the first is also dated ‘“‘Topeka, 1877." The 
third edition was called The New Rocky Mountain Tourist and San Juan Guide (Chicago, 
1878), and was more extensively illustrated. Pages 5-20, inclusive, of this edition are de- 
voted to southwestern Kansas and the Arkansas valley and the illustrations in this section 
‘ppear to be exclusively after Worrall drawings although other Worrall sketches appear else- 
where in the volume. Among the more important of these views are: “Larned From the 

st,” “Rice County—Sterling & Vicinity,” “Looking Up the Walnut Valley From Bissils 

Point,” “Great Bend and Vicinity,” “Larned and Vicinity,” “Kinsley and Vicinity,” “A 
Prairie-Dog Town,” and six Colorado sketches. Most of the Colorado mountain illustra- 
tions, however, were done by the well-known artist, Thomas Moran. 
_ 80. Topeka Commonwealth, October 7, 1877, p. 4, col. 2. Kinsley views by Worrall from 
the third edition of the Rocky Mountain Tourist appear in the Edwards County Leader, 
Kinsley, for March 14, 1878, p. 2. In addition to the illustrations from this edition of the 
Tourist, the Leader (p. 3) reproduced two other illustrations not appearing in the Tourist. 
One, “A Bird’s Eye View of Kinsley and the Arkansas Valley,” is signed by Worrall and the 
other, “A Prairie Scene in the North Part of Edwards County,” has no discernible signature 
but was probably based on a Worrall sketch. Both illustrations are very poorly reproduced. 
The issue of the Leader for March 28, 1878, also contains Worrall illustrations but they are 
centennial views from the Fifth Annual Report of the State Board of Agriculture cited in 
oetnote 31. That Worrall was in Kinsley earlier in 1878 is shown by the comment cited on 
page 248, and by the Valley Republican, Kinsley, of February 23, 1878, p. 2, where a state- 
ment was made that ‘‘Prof. Worrall sketched the neat new residence of Judge Reed, on the 
venue, Saturday.” I am indebted to Prof. James C. Malin for these three items from Kins- 
ley papers, 
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the years 1875, 1876, and 1877-1878. For the most part they are 
views of Kansas towns and cities and were apparently made from 
direct observation. The illustrations in the Report for 1876, how- 
ever, are sketches of the exhibits, displays and galleries in the 
Kansas-Colorado building at the centennial exhibition in Phila- 
delphia in 1876. Worrall played a very active part in collecting, 
preparing and arranging these exhibits. He was employed by the 
State Board of Agriculture beginning in the summer of 1875 and 
continued his task at the centennial itself until its close late in 
1876.1. To appreciate fully the importance which the State Board 
of Agriculture attached to the Kansas exhibit it must be recalled 
that the drought and grasshopper year of 1874, with its widespread 
publicity, was, in 1875, a very tender spot in the conscience of Kan- 
sas enthusiasts and every possible aid in presenting the best aspects 
of the state to the nation were considered. One prominent Kansan, 
looking back many years after the exhibit, wrote, “The best ef- 
fort for encouraging immigration ever made by Kansas was her 
agricultural display at the Centennial Exposition,” and, “the genius 
of Worrall” was credited as playing a part in its success.3* Twenty- 
five thousand copies of the Fourth Annual Report of the State Board 
of Agriculture were printed and distributed at the exposition to aid 
further in dispeiling the gloom cast by the Kansas grasshopper 
year.*®> Here again Worrall played an important part, for the 
Report contained many Worrall illustrations. 

The signed Worrall illustrations in this Fourth Agricultural Re- 
port, all woodcuts, include “Territorial Capitol Ruins, at Lecomp- 
ton”; “Birdseye View of Burlington,” dated “4-3-75’; “Mill and 
Water-Power [Junction City]”; “Views in Abilene and Vicinity” 
(includes “T. C. Henry’s Fenceless Wheat Field at Abilene. Twelve 
Hundred Acres, July 1875”—reproduced in the picture supple- 

31. ‘Report of the Centennial Managers” in the Fifth Annual Report of the State Board 
of Agriculture (Topeka, 1877), pp. 211, 228, 234. Worra!l began employment with the state 
board on July 12, 1875, and was paid $1,500 a year and his traveling expenses as he went 
about the state collecting materials for exhibits. While at the centennial he was paid at the 
rate of $2,000 a year with the additional provision that “his return trip [was] to be paid.” 
The report is profusely illustrated and many of the illustrations (wood engravings) were 
doubtless taken from photographs. Worrall’s illustrations, including a number of full page 


ones, deal with Kansas exhibits. They are signed usually by the initials “H. W.” and some 
are dated. 

32. George W. Veale, ‘Coming In and Going Out,’ Kansas Historical Collections, v. 11 
(1909-1910), pp. 5-12. Veale in Footnote 8 of his article makes mention of Worrall’s ‘“gen- 
ius.” Worrall’s accomplishments at the centennial, however, were recognized at that time. 
Not long after his return from Philadelphia, Topeka citizens honored him for his work there 
with an elaborate benefit. In the Topeka Commonwealth, January 4, 1877, p. 4, over a col- 
umn and a half is devoted to a description of the benefit and it is specifically stated that 
Worrall’s “taste and ingenuity had much to do with the success of that show. . . ° 
See, also, ibid., November 3, 1876, p. 4, col. 2. Worrall’s worth to Kansas had already been 
recognized by a still earlier ‘‘benefit” in 1875.—Ibid., March 31, 1875, p. 4, col. 3. 

33. “Report of the Centennial Managers” (cited in Footnote 31), p. 237. 
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ment) ; 34 “View of Leavenworth, From Pilot Knob,” dated “7-14- 
75” (reproduced in the picture supplement); “Blue Rapids [four 
views]”; “Rocky Ford, Pottawatomie County, Kansas,” and “Man- 
hattan From the Rail Road Bridge at the Mouth of Blue River.” * 
In addition to the sketches listed above in the Fourth Report there 
are two others, “View of Atchison, From the East Bank of the Mis- 
souri River” (p. 193), and “View of Wyandotte and Vicinity” (p. 
433), which were signed “R. W.” It is quite probable that these are 
both Worrall’s illustrations; either the artist who transferred the 
Worrall sketches to wood or the engraver who made the wood cuts 
converting the “H” to “R.” Only one other signed sketch appears 
in the Fourth Report, “Bridge Over the Missouri River, at Atchison, 
Kansas” (p. 195), and its signature is “Merick,” almost certainly 
the W. M. Merrick mentioned in Footnote 2.** In addition to the 
two illustrations signed “R. W.” there is an unsigned sketch in the 
Fourth Report (p. 409), “View of Topeka, the Capital of Kansas.” 
It is quite probable that this sketch was drawn by Worrall. as he 
is known to have made other drawings of Topeka.** 

The First Biennial Report of the State Board of Agriculture 
(1877-1878) contains two full-page illustrations credited to Wor- 
tall. Both, however, were reprinted from school geographies, copies 
of which have not been located. The first is a view of Topeka (p. 
415) looking southwest across the Kansas river, the capitol build- 
ing being on the extreme left and nearly on the horizon. The il- 
lustration was reproduced from the “Kansas Edition of the Eclectic 
Geographies” and bears the notation “after Worrall.” The second 
illustration (p. 454), taken from Mitchell’s New Intermediate Ge- 
ography, depicts the “Great Bend of the Missouri River [at Kan- 
sas City].” As other Kansas illustrations appearing in the First 

34. T. C. Henry in Kansas Historical Collections, v. 9 (1905-1906), pp. 502-506, stated 
that Worrall interviewed him and illustrated his famous wheat field for “a Chicago news- 


paper.” From the context of the Henry article it would appear that the interview was in 
1875 and Worrall may have used his illustrative material for both the Chicago paper and the 
Fourth Report. 

35. Fourth Annual Report of the State Board of Agriculture. The views in the order 
listed appear on pp. 64, 234, 245, 250, 313, 331, 379, and 394. The State Board of Agri- 
culture presumably employed Worrall to make the sketches for them. For example, the To- 
peka Commonwealth reports (April 2, 1875, p. 4, col. 1): Prof. Henry Worrall “hied him to 
Burlington to take a birds-eye view of that town, for the state board of agriculture.”” Note 
that the date of this item is in agreement with the date on the illustration of Burlington cited 
in the text. 

36. A sketch of a proposed bridge over the Missouri at Leavenworth was also drawn 
by Merrick and reproduced in Hutchinson, op. cit., p. 54. 


37. See Topeka Commonwealth, June 14, 1870, p. 4, col. 4, and Footnote 38. 


38. The view of Topeka mentioned above (in the Fourth Report) iooks directly south 
across the Kansas river with Kansas avenue lying nearly in the middle of the illustration. 
The Commonwealth for July 31, 1878, p. 4, col. 1, mentions the view of Topeka appearing in 
the First Biennial Report and states that it was drawn for “‘a geography of Kansas which is 
being prepared by Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., Cincinnati.” 
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Biennial Report were taken from the same geography it is possible 
that they were drawn by Worrall and the artist not credited.*® 

Other local publications containing Worrall illustrations are 
known. A booklet, 25 Years Ago, contains two reproductions of 
Worrall paintings.*° As the paintings were of allegorical scenes, 
they are of little interest now. Promotional literature of land and 
railroad companies such as The Rocky Mountain Tourist, men- 
tioned above, employed Worrall illustrations of Kansas on numer- 
ous occasions.*? Such illustrations, it almost goes without saying, 
were designed to represent the most pleasing and attractive views 
possible. 

State, county and local publications, historical and promotional 
are still other sources of Worrall illustrations; ** and lastly large 
lithographic posters used in advertising state and county fairs were 
probably a still more fugitive form of Worrall’s art.** 


39. The First Biennial Report is unusually good about crediting its sources of illustra- 
tions, a custom not common in the 1870's. Many of the illustrations were from photographs 
and the photographer is credited. Two are credited to other artists; one a sketch of Monu- 
ment Rocks in Gove county is credited to 8. W. Williston, later a well-known Kansas scien- 
tist, and the other is a sketch of the small town of Oberlin, Decatur county, credited in the 
text to H. W. Pollitz of Oberlin. 

40. F. L. Crane, 25 Years Ago (Topeka, 1879). Crane refers to the Worrall paintings o 
p. 4. 

41. Although I have made no systematic examination of such material I have seen a nun- 
ber of such illustrations. Kansas in 1875 (Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, pub., To- 
peka, 1875) contains a full-page illustration by Worrall, ‘“‘The Arkansas Valley ee Great 
Bend, Kansas.”” A number of Worrall illustrations appear in B. C. Keeler’s Where To Go 
To Become Rich (Chicago, 1880). On p. 29 of this guide to wealth there appears a group oi 
three illustrations bearing the legend ‘‘Mennonite Farm, Line of the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railroad,” credited to Worrall. One of this group was reproduced in a German 
handbook Neustes von Kansas (J. S. Richter, Hamburg, Germany, 1887), also a publication 
tract of the A. T. & S. F., p. 42, under the title ‘“‘Das Dorf [village] Gnadenau in Marion 
County, Kansas.’’ It should, of course, be noted that a given Worrall illustration frequently 
appears in more than one publication as is the case in the instance cited here. 

42. The Andreas-Cutler History of the State of Kansas (Chicago, 1883), for example, 
contains two and possibly three Worrall illustrations (pp. 179, 756, 1370). Again I have 
made no systematic examination of such literature which totals a considerable volume. At 
tines the quality of illustrative work in such material may reach a high level. The really 
elegant—yes, elegant is the proper word—lithographic illustrations in the Official State Atlas o, 
Kansas (L. HH. Everts & Co., Philadelphia, 1887), are especially notable. Although these il- 
lustrations (some measure 12 by 15 inches in size) depict conditions in a prim, orderly and 
very precise manner they nevertheless give a comprehensive view of Kansas homes, farms and 
towns in 1887. I do not mean to imply that the illustrations were Worrall’s work; in fact 
they do not resemble Worrall’s “art” at all and none of the illustrations is signed. In the 

“Preface” of the above volume the only comment made on the source of the illustrations is 
the statement ‘‘agents and artists were sent into every portion of the State” in securing ma- 
terial for the book. If Worrall was one of the artists thus sent, the lithographer has r- 
moved any trace of Worrall’s individuality in the final illustrations. 

43. The Topeka Commonwealth, June 24, 1871, p. 4, col. 2, states “Prof. [Henry] Wor- 
rall has drawn a sketch of the state fair grounds. . - The drawing has been sent 
Chicago to be engraved for the posters of the state agricultural society. Somewhat similar 
to this type of work, were Auten and water colors made by Worrall of proposed improve- 
ments. For instance, the Commonwealth, July 11, 1872, p. 4, col. 3, reports that Worrall 
was engaged to prepare a landscape view for the proposed ornamentation of the Washbum 
college campus; and the Commonwealth, May 28, 1887, p. 5, col. 8, states ‘““‘The Boston syn- 
dicate’s intentions on Martin’s hill in the way of landscape and other art are portrayed oD 
canvas by Professor Worrall. There will be a base ball ground, boulevards, promenades, citcle 
rail road, lake, observatory and everything necessary in a first class summer resort.” 
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“Historic SKETCHES OF THE CATTLE TRADE” 
AND “BuFFaLo LAND” 


Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade by Joseph G. McCoy was 
published in Kansas City in 1874.* It has been called by compe- 
tent students a “classic work” and “one of the most valuable ac- 
counts of the cattle trade.” ** The point which concerns us in this 
classic of the West is the fact that a statement on the title page 
reads “Illustrated by Prof. Henry Worrall, Topeka, Kas.” The 
illustrations, some 126 in number (plus 20 or 22 full-page adver- 
tisements as mentioned in Footnote 44), include 57 portraits, 53 
views and 16 cartoons. The portraits were undoubtedly drawn on 
wood from photographs as were probably several of the illustrations 
listed as views. Most of the views are full page and depict various 
aspects of ranching, cattle drives, the packing house industries, and 
life in cattle towns, especially Abilene, the end of the Texas cattle 
trail in the early days of cattle shipping. The wood engravings are 
poor but nevertheless retain considerable value and interest. Some 
are purely imaginary ;** others are given legends which do not cor- 
respond to fact. On p. 94 is the full-page illustration, “Col. O. W. 
Wheeler’s Herd, En Route for Kansas Pacific Railway, in 1867.” 
Obviously either the legend is incorrect or it was not drawn from 
life, for again, it may be remarked, Worrall was not in Kansas in 
1867. Many years later, however, McCoy reproduced this illus- 
tration in an autobiographical sketch with the legend “Herd on 
the Trail Enroute to Wichita. Sketch Drawn in 1873 by Prof. 
Henry Worrell [sic] of Topeka.” 47 Comparison of this illustration 
with the Frenzeny and Tavernier illustration of a trail herd ap- 
proaching Wichita, also drawn in 1873,*° shows some surprising 

44. According to Ralph P. Bieber who edited a reprint of McCoy’s book, Southwest His- 
torical Series, v. 8 (Glendale, Cal., 1940), pp. 65, 66, the McCoy book appeared originally 
as a series of joint articles by McCoy and J. Parker Mitchner in The Cattle Trail, a weekly 
Kansas City paper. McCoy collected and enlarged the series and published it under the title 
given above in the text. A facsimile reprint of McCoy’s book was also published by The 
Rare Book Shop, Washington, D. C., in 1932. The latter is an admirable supplement to 
Bieber’s exhaustive and painstaking work, for it gives the student an exact copy of McCoy's 
original book (now a collector’s item and very scarce), while the Glendale reprint makes no 
attempt to render the McCoy book in facsimile and omits many of the cruder illustrations 
and the very interesting and useful advertisements appearing in McCoy’s original edition. 
Incidentally there must be at least two bindings or printings of McCoy's original work, for 
the reprint of 1932 contains two pages of advertisements between pages 22 and 23 which do 


hot occur in 1874 editions (University of Kansas and State Historical Society copies) which I 
have examined. 


45. The first comment is that of James C. Malin, “Notes on Historical Literature of the 
Range Cattle Industry,” Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. 1 (1931-1932), p. 74, and the second 
8 by E. E. Dale, The Range Cattle Industry (Norman, Okla., 1930), p. 204, 

46. For example, on p. 25 of McCoy there appears the illustration, ““Mobbing Dougherty 
in Southwest Missouri,’’ which is supposed to depict a scene in 1866 before Worrall came 
West; in the same category is “Abilene in 1867” on p. 45. 

47. Joseph G. McCoy, “Historic and Biographic Sketch,” Kansas Magazine, Wichita, v. 
2, December, 1909, pp. 45-55. 


48. See the first article in this series, Kansas Historical Quarterly, February, 1946 op- 
Posite p. 32. : ‘ 
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similarities. The trailing herd depicted in both cases shows the 
same form, a long sinuous line of similar curves with cowboys at 
intervals on both sides of the herd. One might guess that one il- 
lustration was drawn from the other but this possibility seems un- 
likely as both were pubiished at practically the same time.*® 

Very probably the explanation of the similarity in the illustra- 
tion, coupled with McCoy’s statement, lies in a news item in the 
Topeka Commonwealth, October 11, 1873, p. 4, col. 3, which states 
“Paul Frenzeny and Jules Tavernier, artists and correspondents of 
Harper’s Weekley [sic], in company with Prof. Worrell [sic], the 
well known artist of Topeka, are in Wichita for the purpose of 
taking sketches of that town and vicinity.” It is thus a distinct 
possibility that the two illustrations depict the same scene. In 
some respects the Worrall illustration is the better of the two from 
the standpoint of factual knowledge. It shows a broader sweep of 
characteristic country and depicts the cattle as longhorns and not 
the Eastern cows of Frenzeny and Tavernier. The long horns of 
the longhorns, if the reader can gather my meaning, are not an- 
atomically correct even in the Worrall illustration, but as already 
pointed out, the wood engravings in McCoy are all poorly executed 
so we have no way of determining whether the fault lies with the 
engraver or with Worrall.*® 

McCoy, in his autobiographical sketch previously noted, also re- 
produced and made comment in the legend on another of the Wor- 
rall illustrations. The illustration appeared originally under the 
title, “Winter Herding Upon the Upper Arkansas River.—Dennis 
Sheedy’s Camp.” *! In the autobiographical account it appears un- 
der the title, “Camp Scene; Herd Awaiting Buyer on Kansas 
Range.—Sketch From Life Drawn in 1872 by Prof. Henry Worrell” 
(reproduced in the picture supplement) .** 

Bieber, who as we have pointed out, carefully edited MeCoy’s 
book in 1940, states in his preface that he “has reproduced the text 
of the first edition (of McCoy) in its entirety, but has omitted the 
advertisements and most of the crude illustrations which have little 
or no historic value.” Six out of eight of the illustrations Bieber 


49. The McCoy book was out by May 28, 1874, as notice of it appeared in the Wichita 
Eagle for that date (cited by Bieber, op. cit., p. 66); the Frenzeny and Tavernier illustration 
appeared in Harper’s Weekly, v. 18 (May 2, 1874), p. 386. 

50. For a more satisfactory depiction of the long horns see the advertisements of Hunter, 
Evans & Co. or of White, Allen & Co., in the advertising pages of McCoy, op. cit. The artist 
who has spent the greatest study and care in depicting the long horn is Henry W. Caylor of 
Texas. His work will be discussed in more detail later in this series. 

51. McCoy, op. cit., p. 394. 

52. McCoy in Kansas Magazine, December, 1909, p. 47. 
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uses, however, are from McCoy’s original work, and five of them 
are Worrall’s work.** Of the two additional illustrations employed 
by Bieber, one is a halftone reproduction of a photograph of McCoy 
and the other is a photograph entitled “Shipping Point for Texas 
Cattle, Abilene, Kansas, 1867. From a Photograph.” The photo- 
graph is of value because it shows the type of cattle car in use in 
1867 and depicts men’s attire. But the source of Bieber’s informa- 
tion concerning the photograph is not cited although his material 
in the text is fully documented. Such practices, as I have pointed 
out in the general introduction to this series, are common among 
professional and amateur historians alike when it comes to illustra- 
tions.“ In addition, Bieber (without comment) has changed the 
titles of all five of the Worrall illustrations and in one has changed 
the locality of the scene depicted from Kansas City, Mo., to Kansas 
City, Kan. 

We have already admitted that the woodcuts in McCoy are crude 
but they record many scenes of past life which are nowhere else 
available, and in general Worrall can be depended upon to give a 
fairly accurate portrayal of scenes which he actually observed. It 
is possible that Bieber’s opinion may have been based on the Wor- 


rall cartoons in McCoy, which are, judged by present standards, 
certainly the crudest of the crude. At first sight they are of little 
historical value but it should be mentioned that they are important 
in a history of taste and humor, for apparently they were regarded 
as humorous in their day; otherwise the publishers would not have 
gone to the expense of preparing and printing them. 


53. I am assuming that all illustrations in McCoy's book, with the exception of the por- 
traits which were probably engraved directly from photographs, were drawn by Worrall. This 
assumption is based on the statement on the title page of McCoy and his brief mention of 
Worrall in the autobiographical account. It is true that two of the illustrations in McCoy's 
original book are signed ‘“‘Beal-Del” and one “F. Lundsley Del.” (Worrall’s signature ap- 
pears with any definiteness on only one illustration.) The illustration signed by Lundsley, a 
cartoon, is so typically Worrall’s that the above signatures have little meaning. In fact it 
Was not an uncommon practice in the days of wood engraving for an artist in redrawing an- 
other artist’s work on wood, to sign his own name rather than that of the original artist. 
Frequently, too, the wood engraver put his initials in but he usually had the good grace to 

x “Se” after them. The engraving firm, also, usually had to get their advertisement into 
the illustration as well. 

54. For the sake of record, the photograph of the Abilene stockyard used by Bieber was 
taken in Abilene in the fall of 1867 by Alexander Gardner. It approximates Gardner's view 
No. 115 of the Kansas State Historical Society's collection or Gardner's view No. 25 at the 
Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis.—See Robert Taft, Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. 3 
(1934), pp. 3-14; v. 6 (1937), pp. 175-177. 

55. Bieber, op. cit., gives the five illustrations (which are most excellently reproduced) on 
pages 161, 207, 269, 327, and 351. The corresponding illustrations in McCoy, op. cit., ap- 
pear on pages 94, 140, 205, 273, and 306. The transposition in localities occurs on page 
827 in Bieber (the corresponding illustration is on page 273 of McCoy); on page 275 of 
McCoy is an illustration, “View of Kansas Stock Yards,” which presumably was located at 
Kansas City, Kan. The omission of the advertisements in McCoy made by Bieber is not ju:- 
tified in the writer’s opinion. In addition to lending “atmosphere” 
historical value despite Bieber’s statement. 
tee Footnote 60, for example. 


they do have a d.finite 
I have found them useful for several purposes; 
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In W. E. Webb’s Buffalo Land this same characteristic of Wor- 
rall appears in numerous caricatures and cartoons.*® In fact this 
feature is even more pronounced in the Webb book than it is in 
McCoy and for good reason. 

Buffalo Land is essentially a story of the humorous and sporting 
adventures of a group of individuals on the Great Plains of Kans: 
and Colorado. Webb has given fantastic and fictitious names to 
the members of his party and their story is told with a levity that 
is sometimes marked by a grisly humor. For instance, the party 
met a plainsman in a Topeka hotel who regaled them with the 
story of Western justice meted out to a mule thief. Webb gives 
the plainsman’s account in verse: 

We started arter that ’ere pup, 
An’ took the judge along, 
For fear, with all our dander up, 
We might do somethin’ wrong. 
We caught him under twenty miles, 
An tried him under trees; 
The judge he passed around the 
As sort o’ jury fees. 


“ 


smiles,” 


“Pris’ner,” says judge, “now say your say, 
An’ make it short an’ sweet, 

An’, while yer at it, kneel and pray, 
For Death yer can not cheat. 


“No man shall hang, by this ’ere court, 
Exceptin’ on the square; 

There’s time fur speech, if so its short, 
But none to chew or swear.” 


An’ then the thievin’ rascal cursed, 
An’ threw his life away, 

He said, “Just pony out your worst, 
Your best would be foul play.” 


Then judge he frowned an awful frown, 
An’ snapped this sentence short, 

“Jones, twitch the rope, an’ write this down 
Hung for contempt of court!” 57 


56. The copy I have used is W. E. Webb, Buffalo Land (Cincinnati and Chicago: E. 
Hannaford & Company. San Francisco: F. Dewing & Co., 1872). I have seen a Library 
of Congress card for the book cited as above and another Library of Congress card r ading 
the same as above save that of the San Francisco publisher. The American Catalogue (New 
York, 1880), p. 791, lists the same title with the publisher, Maclean, oT 1872, and 
Henry Fairfield Osborn, Cope: Master Naturalist (Princeton, N. J., 1931), 703, cites still 
another publisher for Webb, ‘‘Hubbard Bros., Philadelphia, 1872.’" The yp Pao Catalogue, 
p. 16, states of Maclean, ‘“‘now ceased publication."’ The British Museum Catalogue of Printed 
Books (London, 1884), v. 55, lists an edition of Buffalo Land for ‘Philadelphia, 1873.” 

The subtitle of Buffalo Land reads, ‘‘An Authentic Account of the Discoveries, Adven- 
tures, and Mishaps of a Scientific and Sporting Party in the Wild West. — Replete 
with Information, Wit, and Humor.” The illustrations are credited on the title page, “From 
actual photographs, and original drawings by Henry. Worrall.’ 


57. Buffalo Land, p. 76. 
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There is no evidence, either internal or external, that Worrall was 
a member of Webb’s party, but with such text to guide him, Wor- 
rall must have found an illustrative job that fitted his own tastes 
and talents to a high degree, and “Hung for Contempt of Court” 
was one of Worrall’s illustrations.5® It should be remarked that 


58. I have made some effort to determine if Webb’s account is that of a real expedition 
or not. The expedition, which Webb reports, seems to have taken place in the fall of 1868. 
On page 366 of his book Webb speaks of the death of Dr. Moore (J. H. Mooers) and Lieu- 
tenant Beecher as a recent event. Both of these men were killed on September 17, 1868, at 
the Battle of Beecher’s Island on the Arickaree in eastern Colorado. The frontispiece by 
Worra!! bears the date “’69."" Webb also quotes at long length from a report by the nat- 
uralist, E. D. Cope (pp. 339-365 of Buffalo Land). Cope’s full-length report from which the 
above-mentioned excerpt was taken appears in Survey of Montana, Fifth Annual Report of 
Progress (Washington, 1872), Pt. II], pp. 318-349. Cope, in the full-length report, speaks 
several times of Webb (pp. 319, 325, 336, and on p. 827 Cope refers to “my friend Dr. Wm. 
E. Webb of Topeka’’). Henry Fairfield Osborn, Cope: Master Naturalist, discusses Cope’s 
trips to Kansas in search of paleontological material but Cope’s first Western trip was not 
made until 1871. Cope (Osborn, op. ctt., p. 161) in a letter dated Topeka, September 7, 
1871, stated that he was planning a special expedition in November, 1871, “‘with Webb to 
eombine fossils and land business. Such an opportunity is very fine with a man who knows 
the ground.”” No subsequent letters of Cope appear in Osborn that would indicate whether 
the trip was made or not and Dr. Edwin H. Colbert of the American Museum of Natural 
History, who is preparing a biography of Cope, writes me that he has been unable to find 
any letters of Cope (or field notes) that would indicate whether the Webb-Cope expedition 
Was Inade 

This extensive note is made as there is the possibility that Webb's character ‘Professor 
Paleozoic’ was Cope, but it now appears unlikely. Prof. O. C. Marsh was another pioneer 
paleontological collector in western Kansas but an examination of Charles Schuchert's and 
Clara Mae LeVene’s O. C. Marsh (New Haven, 1940), makes it appear unlikely that Marsh 
had any connection with Webb. Still another possibility, if Webb's character ‘Professor 
Paleozoic’ had an actual prototype, is Prof. B. F. Mudge, for many years geologist of the 
Kansas State Board of Avricultur Mudge was a collector for Marsh (see O. C. Marsh cited 
above) and is known to lhiave made many collecting expeditions; see letters by a member of 
Mudge’s party in Leavenworth Conservative, November 2, 4, 10, 12, 1869 (each letter is 
printed on page 2). 

Still another possibility is that Webb conducted a party through western Kansas consisting 
of Louis Agassiz (the well-known naturalist of Harvard University), Sen. Roscoe Conkling of 
New York, Samuel Hooper of Boston, J. P. Usher, Secretary of the Interior in Lincoln's cab- 
inet, and others. Agassiz and the party were in Leavenworth in August, 1868 (Leavenworth 
Conservative, August 28, 1868, p. 1, cols. 1, 2) and went to the end of the rail on the Kan- 
sas Pacific and then overland to Denver, returning east by way of the Union Pacific through 
Nebraska.—Elizabeth Cary Agassiz, Louis Agassiz (Boston, 1886), v. 2, p. 661. Some con- 
nection with the National Land Company (of which Webb was manager) and Agassiz is in- 
dicated by a paragraph in the Topeka State Record, November 4, 1868, p. 2, col. 2, and by 
a statement in Buffalo Land (p. 326) in discussing the fossil remains of a huge reptile dis- 
covered by the party near Sheridan, Kan. “It” (the fossil), writes Webb, ‘“‘now rests in the 
museum at Cambridge, Massachusetts.” 

There is, of course, the possibility that the Webb expedition was a composite of several 
expeditions. The Kansas Magazine, Topeka, v. 2 (July, 1872), p. 100, states that Buffalo 
Land “embraces the results of extensive personal experiences and observations within the last 
three years.” 

Webb was ‘“‘a gentleman well known throughout the State in connection with land and 
immigration affairs.’"—The Kansas Magazine, v. 1 (April, 1872), p. 383 rhe title page of 
Buffalo Land cites him as ‘““‘W. E. Webb of Topeka, Kansas’”’ and Andreas-Cutler, History of 
the State of Kansas, p. 1291, states that in 1866 a party from St. Louis, including W. E. 
Webb, selected lands for colonization in the vicinity of present Hays. F. E. Haas, register of 
deeds of Ellis county, wrote me under date of April 15, 1946, that William E. Webb acquired 
title to the SW% of 33-13S-18W from the Union Pacific Railway company by warranty 
deed dated October 26, 1868; this quarter section is now part of the townsite of Hay 
Webb’s name can occasionally be found in the Topeka papers for the period under discussion 
For example, the Commonwealth, August 4, 1869, p. 3, col. 2, describes preparations for a 
Western trip over the K. P. R. W. by a party including “Dr. Webb and wife, of the Na- 
tional Land Company,” and the State Record on January 20, 1869, p. 4, col. 1, reports the 
marriage of “Dr, W. E. Webb, the Manager of the National Land Company.” 

Webb was also the author of two articles entitled, “Way Down South Among the Cotton,” 
published in The Kansas Magazine, v. 1 (May, 1872), pp. 406-415; (June, 1872), pp. 518- 
522, and “Neb, the Devil’s Own,” v. 2 (August, 1872), pp. 128-133. The latter article re- 
cites presumably some of Webb’s experiences at Sheridan, Kan., ‘“‘four years ago.” 

The Kansas Historical Collections, v. 10 (1907-1908), p. 279, has a brief biographical 
sketch of Webb stating that he represented Ellis county in the state legislature of 1868 and 
that he platted Hays City (present Hays) in 1867, concluding with the statement, “‘He died 
in Chicago.” Mr. Stanley Pargellis of the Newberry Library, Chicago, recently wrote me 
that their genealogical department had no information on Webb and that the Chicago His- 
ae Society and the Chicago Bureau of Vital Statistics could furnish no information on 

ebb. 
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Worrall, in addition to possessing a sense of humor in agreement 
with the context of Buffalo Land, was also well acquainted with and 
had participated in just such excursions as the Webb party under- 
took (see pp. 262, 263). The illustrations in Buffalo Land (with the 
exception of a few credited as “From a Photograph”) are therefore 
all imaginary but were drawn by one well qualified for the task. 
As in Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade the illustrations are re- 
produced through the medium of the wood cut. Although still 
crude, as judged by modern standards, the engraving was better 
done in the Webb book than in McCoy’s. 

It should not be thought, however, that Webb’s book and the 
Worrall illustrations are of value only as part of a history of Amer- 
ican humor. The very frequent reference made to the book by 
present-day writers on plains history of the 1870’s is well deserved, 
for Buffalo Land had other aspects than simply humorous ones. 
The characters, whether real or fictitious, traveled through a real 
land where characteristics were ably and truthfully described. Ex- 
tensive appendices are also given in the book for the benefit of 
homeseekers, sportsmen and would-be ranchers. “The information 
given concerning the matters treated of we can endorse as being 


entirely authentic; and it is information of interest and value, to 
Kansas and to the country at large. . . . The book is profusely 
illustrated from designs by Professor Henry Worrall, of Topeka— 
all of them good, and some of them, particularly the frontis- 
piece, of striking excellence,” reports The Kansas Magazine 
on the first appearance of the book.®® Later in the same year The 
Kansas Magazine commented again on Buffalo Land: 


Mr. Webb’s book is written in a fresh and vigorous style, and gives the 
first really correct and satisfactory idea of the Plains country that has been 
published. It embraces the results of extensive personal experiences and ob- 
servations within the last three years, and is not a mere reproduction, in 4 
new garb, of what Greeley, Richardson and others saw and heard in their 
flying trips across the continent. Everything desirable to be known about the 
interesting region between the Missouri River and the Rocky Mountains, for 
any purpose whatever, is told in a manner that leaves nothing to be guessed 
at; and the illustrations, from original designs of Professor Worrall, of To- 
peka, add materially to the naturalness and general attractiveness of the 
work.80 


The Worrall illustrations in Buffalo Land despite their imaginary 


59. The Kansas Magazine, v. 1 (April, 1872), pp. 383, 384. 

60. Ibid., v. 2 (July, 1872), p. 100. The books of Greeley and Richardson referred to, 
are, of course, Horace Greeley, An Overland Journey (New York, 1860); and Albert T. 
Richardson, Beyond the Mississippi (Hartford, Conn., 1867), and subsequent editions. 
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character, we can therefore conclude are interesting and valuable— 
if humorous—records of past Western life. 


UNPUBLISHED AND MISCELLANEOUS WorRK 


Worrall painted frequently in oil. Many of these oils were por- 
traits which from the standpoint of this series of articles would be 
of little interest, especially as his portrait work is not particularly 
good. However, as Worrall is a Kansan and therefore of local in- 
terest we should at least mention the Worrall material of this type 
now available. These portraits were for the most part those of 
prominent Kansas citizens. Worrall essayed, however, a painting 
of Lincoln ® the location of which is not now known. 

The State Historical Society possesses oil portraits by Worrall 
of Judge John Guthrie,** Gov. James Madison Harvey, and Gov. 
Thomas Andrew Osborn (the most pleasing one of the group). In 
addition, the Historical Society has an oil portrait of Gov. A. H. 
Reeder (of territorial days and therefore probably painted after a 
photograph).® Other portraits painted by Worrall and reported 
in the press include Dr. F. L. Crane, Charles C. Whiting,®* Col. 
Tom Moonlight, U. S. Marshal S. D. Houston,® and Miss Minnie 


Beals, “the Topeka Nightingale.” ®* Probably there are many 
more Worrall portraits in Kansas homes but not otherwise recorded 
or remembered now. Probably, too, many of these paintings, 
treasured in their time, have gone the way of their flesh and blood 
originals. 


In addition to the portraits, there are still available a number of 
other Worrall paintings or drawings that, for the most part, have 
never been published. Also among the holdings of the State His- 
torical Society are the following paintings: “Topeka From the 
West in 1870”; ® “Buffalo Herd” (dated 1871 and showing sur- 
veyors’ stakes of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad) ; 


61. Topeka Commonwealth, July 27, 1873, p. 4, col. 3. 

62. The portrait of Judge Guthrie, a well-known Topeka character and an inveterate 
chewer of the ‘‘vile weed,” was secured many years ago for the Society by George Root. 
After retrieving it from some neglected source, Root brought it to the Society’s rooms where 
it was duly inspected by other members of the staff. One of them, evidently an enthusiast 
for stark realisin in art, inspected it critically and then pronounced judgment “That por- 
trait won’t do at all. The judge’s white vest is too white and there are no tobacco stains 
streaking down the front. Take the picture back where you got it.’ The critic’s advice, 
however, was not followed, for the Worrall portrait of Guthrie still hangs in the foyer of 
the Memorial building along with pictures of other past Kansas notables. 

63. This oil painting was accepted by the State Historical Society in 1879.—Twenty- 
Seventh Biennial Report of the . . . Kansas State Historical Society (1981), p. 24. 

64. Daily Kansas State Record, Topeka, April 2, 1870, p. 4, col. 3. 

65. Ibid., October 28, 1870, p. 4, col. 1. 

66. Topeka Commonwealth, November 23, 1869, p. 3, col. 1. 


67. This view is probably the one mentioned in the Topeka State Record, April 2, 1870, 
- 4, col. 3, and in the Commonwealth, June 14, 1870, p. 4, col. 3. 
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“First House in Topeka” (reproduced in the Kansas Historical 
Quarterly, v. 12, facing p. 152), and “The Kansas Exhibit” (in- 
terior at the centennial exhibition of 1876).°° Another Worrall 
painting with which U. S. Vice-Pres. Charles Curtis was familiar 
was of the famous Pappan ferry near Topeka on the Oregon trail 
and which Curtis said Worrall painted from imagination “ 
peared in 1854.” ® 

In somewhat the same class but on a larger scale was a huge 
panoramic view of Kansas in which Worrall depicted the inevitable 
prairie schooner in the foreground. Slung beneath the wagon was 
the familiar bucket and trailing close behind was a big “yaller” 
dog. The background was interspersed “with hills, valleys, prairies, 
farms, forests, rivers, railroads, cities, towns, coal mines and other 
things.” 7° 

Among the additional drawings reported, but apparently no 
longer extant, was one of especial interest. It was the remnant of 
the Daniel Morgan Boone settlement of about 1827 some ten miles 
above Lawrence on the Kansas river and drawn by Worrall about 
1900.7" It is unfortunate that this pictorial record of the connec- 
tion of the son of the famous Daniel Boone with Kansas has been 
lost. 


as it ap- 


Two groups of very interesting Worrall sketches have been pre- 
served by the State Historical Society. They were drawn by Wor- 
rall when on buffalo hunts in western Kansas in 1871 and a 
Their preservation is due to the fact that Knight (see Footnote 72 
photographed them, since the photographs, not the original sketc bee, 
are available. In addition to the sketches, newspaper accounts of 
the latter hunt have also been found. A party of prominent To- 


“ 


pekans left their city on a “special train for the plains in search of 
buffalo, grizzley bear, antelope, saddle-rock oysters, peppermint, 
stoghten bitters and neviion* The Kansas Pacific railroad pro- 
vided the party with a special car and presumably special provi- 


68. “The Kansas Exhibit’’ was acquired by the Society in 1913 for the sum of $15. 
See Eighteenth Biennial Report . . of the Kansas State Historical Society (1913), p 
79. The “First House in Topeka,” me tioned above, was also redrawn for public ation and 
used as the frontispiece for F. W. Giles’ Thirty Years in Topeka (Topeka, 1886), ‘‘Preface.” 
Giles also mentions (pp. 150, 151) another original work of Worrall painted in 1869. It 
was a scene on the stage curtain of Union Hall (Topeka) depicting various aspects of Topeka 
life, some of which were humorous in character. 

69. See letter of Charles Curtis to George Root, September 16, 1933.—Kansas Historical 
Quarterly, v. 2 (1933), p. 368. 

70. Topeka Commonwealth, January 22, 1871, p. 4, col. 2. 

71. Albert R. Greene, ‘The Kansas River—Its Navigation,’ Kansas Historical Collections, 
v. 9 (1905-1906), p. 321, reported that Worrall drew the sketch “a few years ago. The 
Daniel Boone connection with Kansas is briefly mentioned in Andreas-Cutler, History of the 
State of Kansas, pp. 60, 252, 258. The date of settlement given in Andreas-Cutler is 1829. 
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sions and refreshments.‘ Such trips were not uncommon in their 
day, for buffalo shooting from excursion trains of the Kansas Pa- 
cific was a frequently advertised feature.** The “party,” planned 
to last a week, traveled west to the railroad boom towns of Sheridan 
and Kit Carson, then south on a short line connecting the Kansas 
Pacific with the Santa Fe railroad at Las Animas, Colo. From Las 
Animas the trip was made by coach and rail to Denver and the 
return then made over the Kansas Pacific to Topeka. Worrall, 
the Commonwealth reported, shot the first of 68 buffalo killed on 
the excursion; in addition their bag included 11 antelope. Many 
of the incidents of the trip Worrall included in small cartoon 
sketches, one of which was the famous trestle bridge near the town 
of Sheridan which was so frequently employed, according to story, 
for the purposes of frontier justice.” 


Henry Worrall died in Topeka on June 20, 1902, at the age of 77 
According to one of his well-known contemporaries, T. C. Henry, 
he was “a man whose unique public services Kansas should 
honor.” *® Important and useful as were his many contributions 
to the state, his public services have been until now long since for- 
gotten. This brief review of some of those contributions is a be- 
lated reminder to present-day Kansans of a predecessor who gave 
generously of his time and talents in the state’s development. “All 
his life has been devoted to art. His ability, taste and judgment 
have often been of great service to the people of Topeka and Kan- 
sas and he did much for the advancement of art in the middle 
West,” was the judgment of the Topeka Herald in commenting on 
Worrall’s life.*® 


72. Topeka Commonwealth, October 19, 1873, p. 4, col. 2; October 28, p. 4, cols. 2, 3. 
The receipt of the photographs of the Worrall sketches by the Society are reported in the 
Kansas Historical Collections, v. 1-2 (1875-1880), p. 88. Worrall also took part in a sim- 
ilar buffalo hunt in 1871, the “ Sketch Record of the Hunt, Nov. 1, 2 & 8 1871” reveals. The 
— Record” embraces a series of Worrall hunting sketches photographed by J. Lee 

night. 

73. In the Kansas City (Mo.) Times, October 25, 1938, p. D, I described such an ex- 
cursion. The story was based on accounts found in the Kansas Daily Tribune, Lawrence, 
October 9, 1868, p. 2, col. 2; October 10, p. 2, col. 3; October 11, p. 2, col. 3. 

74. For mention of frontier justice and ‘“‘the hanging trestle’ at Sheridan, see De B 
Randolph Keim, Sheridan’s Troopers on the Border (Philadelphia, 1870), p. 44; Homer W 
Wheeler, The Frontier Trai (Los Angeles, 1923), pp. 49, 50; Leavenworth Conservative, 
June 25, 18 69, p. 4, and March 26, 1870, p. 4. W. E. Webb in The Kansas Magazine, v. 2 
(August, 1872), pp. 128-133, in a story “Neb, the Devil’s Own,” also described frontier jus- 
tice at Sheridan. 

75. Kansas Historical Collections, v. 9 (1905-1906), p. 505. 


76. Topeka Herald, June 21, 1902, p. 1. 
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Dust Storms 
Part Two, 1861-1880 


James C. MALIN 


OR the decade 1850-1860, on-the-spot accounts of the weather 

were available for Kansas only as far west as Topeka and Em- 
poria. For the decade of the 1860’s the Junction City Union spoke 
for the farthest west, but for the decade of the 1870’s middle Kan- 
sas was represented by several newspapers as far west as the 100th 
meridian, the traditional eastern boundary of the short-grass plains. 
This broader local coverage makes a major difference in the ability 
of the historian to reconstruct the behavior of the weather, and for 
the very end of the period the federal weather bureau’s dust-storm 
record provided for the first time a perspective on the whole Trans- 
Mississippi area. 

The record-making general drought of 1860 left an unfortunate 
aftermath by creating a haunting doubt in the minds of many peo- 
ple, even those who possessed a strong faith, that subsequent 
drought periods might lengthen interminably into another 1860. 
In consequence, the boomers took an extreme position, that the 
drought of 1860 could never recur. The result was a distortion of 
the climatic history in which droughts were denied, and the country 
was misrepresented to be like the East. On account of this mis- 
taken point of view Kansas people were retarded in making adjust- 
ment to the fact of climatic differences and in recognizing that in 
this difference of the grassland from the Eastern forest land lay 
their greatest asset. 

In his Junction City Union, G. W. Martin kept up a campaign 
of criticism of all who doubted Kansas. An editorial of April 11, 
1863, ran: 

It will not rain in Kansas to suit every body, is one great difficulty. Some 
farmers are complaining because it is getting too dry, while others say rain 
isnot wanted. . . . Thus it goes; all a want of confidence engendered by 
the year of famine. It will rain in due season. 

Again on September 2, 1865, he reminded his readers that “it 
hasn’t rained for ten or twelve days. Folks should commence growl- 
ing,” and on April 28, 1866, he wrote: 


b Dr. JAMES Cc, MALIN, associate editor of The Kansas Historical Quarterly, is professor of 
story at the University of Kansas, Lawrence. He is the author of John Brown And the 
Legend of Fifty-Siz (Philadelphia, The American Philosophical Society, 1942), Winter Wheat 
in the Golden Belt of Kansas (University of Kansas, 1944), and other books. 
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We wish folks would stop to think how ridiculous it is to whine about 
drouth every time it goes a day longer than they think it ought to without 
rain. Let Kansas get over that old misfortune, by not keeping it alive for 
ever. . . . Kansas stands second to no State in the Union agriculturally, 

His patience was tried to the point of exasperation in 1870, re- 
sulting in an editorial on May 21: 

There are a certain class in this country that do little else than croak from 
morning till night about “droughty Kansas.” They prophesy a failure of crops 
whenever it is dry for a “straight” week. . . . The continual whinings of 
these croakers has become as big a bore in the ears of this community, as is 
Horace Greeley’s “What I Know About Farming” to the practical farmers of 
the country. 

In 1872 the Kansas Spirit declared: 


Enough has already been written about the “dry year,” 1860, both by those 
who exaggerated and those who denied its calamities, but we must berate the 
wicked folly of those who speak of that season as though it might be re- 
peated, whenever dust flies for two or three successive days. 

It was contended by the same paper that there could never be an- 
other year like 1860, unless the fall and winter previous were with- 
out rain,—a position which was well taken. 

Whenever a rain came, optimism mounted into over-optimism, 
which is illustrated by the Fort Scott Democrat, April 6, 1861: 
“After nearly two years of almost uninterrupted drouth, the win- 
dows of heaven have at last been opened—wide open. . . . The 
ground is thoroughly saturated. . . .” The editor did not real- 
ize that the years of deficiency in moisture could not be remedied 
by a few rains, that the restoration of the water table would require 
time, and that dust storms and crop damage returned easily until 
that was accomplished. The second issue of the Junction City 
Union, September 19, 1861, the farthest west newspaper in Kansas 
reported: 

For the past week we have been blessed with a great variety of weather 
Rain, and sunshine, calm, and blustering. Yesterday the air was filled with 
dust—to-day we have every indication of a quiet time among the elements; 
but, as the Englishman said, “things vary so in this blarsted country, you 
can’t tell.” 

The next year the same paper, November 8, 1862, reported on 
prairie fires, which were even more destructive than in 1861: 

As far as the eye can reach the earth presents one vast sheet of blackness 
—and the air is filled with ashes, floating in all directions, rendering every- 
thing exceedingly disagreeable. 


1. Reprinted in the Wichita EBagle, April 26, 1872. 
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The windy season of 1863 inspired the Junction City Union, April 
11, 1863, to report: 

The air has been exceedingly restless for the past week. In fact, we have 
had, for that length of time, what would be considered a respectable tornado 
in any other country. If it continues another week, this section, at least, will 
be blowed away. 


From the South Platte region of Nebraska came word, in Octo- 
ber, that there had been no rain for nearly a year and “clouds of 
dust and sand arise from what was once the bed of the river.” A 
month later there was further comment that “The present season is 
said to be the dryest ever known on the plains. Owing to 
the drying up of the Platte river and its tributaries, large numbers 
of stock have died for the want of water above Fort Kearney.” * 

The year 1864 and early 1865 was one of the historic drought 
periods. The Leavenworth Daily Times, February 24, 1864, re- 
ported cryptically: “Wind and dust, varied occasionally by dust 
and wind.” Three days later the Kansas Tribune, Lawrence, con- 
tinued the story: 

Yesterday was windy, dusty, clear and cloudy, all in twelve hours. In the 
forenoon, the wind blew terribly, with a clear sky, except smoke and dust, in 
the afternoon, cloudy, smoky, light atmosphere, and but little wind. 

The spring climax seems to have been reached March 27, 1864, 
with a “total eclipse of daylight” as told by the Junction City 
Union, April 2: 

March, 1864, faded away amidst a variety of weather. Saturday [March 
26] would have done honor to July; Sunday [March 27] morning a furious 
South wind, filling the air with dust, rendered it intolerably disagreeable 
About four o’clock in the afternoon, black and threatening clouds rose in the 
West, the lightning flashed, and the wind even grew more furious. The clouds 
spread to the North and South, leaving but a faint glimmer of light in the 
East. The time-pieces were of course supposed to be at fault, and coal oil 
and tallow were brought into requisition. A slight shower of rain, the wind 
shifts to the North, the clouds disperse, the air smells sweet, and Old Sol 
again shines forth! Monday, ground covered with snow; Tuesday, ditto, and 
very cold. Wednesday, pleasant and warm; Thursday, heavy snow storm 

The fall of 1864 continued the story of wind and dust accom- 
panied by intense heat. September 1 
was emphatically the most disagreeable day of the season. The heat was as 
oppressive as at any time previous. The wind blew steadily and terrifically 
all day, and the dust flew in blinding and impenetrable clouds. 

At one o’clock, P. M., the mercury indicated 110° in the shade, the highest 


2. Leavenworth Daily Times. October 24, November 25, 1863 
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elevation it has attained this season. The wind was like the breath of a 
furnace. , 

But whatever the cause of the elementary conflagration, it finds a precedent 
in the meteorological records of 1857 as well as of 1860. So we are told? 

On September 2 the performance was repeated and again, with 
temperatures still above 100°, on September 3. Rain did not come 
until late in the month and even then an editorial writer was hard 
to convince when on October 2 he wrote: “The mud was nearly 
overcome yesterday by the warm and welcome rays of the sun. It 
will soon ‘get up and dust.’ ” ¢ 

In the spring of 1865 most of the newspapers claimed good rains, 
one said the most favorable since 1858, and crops were reported in 
fine condition. Nevertheless the Lawrence paper reported on April 
26 that “The air was hot, and the dust flew in clouds,” and confessed 
four days later that in spite of the rains the ground was none too 
wet, except in spots.® 

The weather record of the years 1866, 1867, 1868, the post-war 
boom years, is not as clear as it should be. The Junction City 
Union, April 14, 1866, recorded that “Ever since the first of the 
month it has been one incessant blow,” and on April 28 rebuked 
those who “whine about drouth.” The midsummer was wet. The 
following spring the Manhattan Radical, March 9, included in its 
boom article the explanation that “The climate of western Kansas, 
and of this locality in particular, is dry and healthy.” The sum- 
mer of 1867 was very wet, while in 1868 the Manhattan Independ- 
ent, August 29, complained that the wind and rain had passed 
around and then returned with quite a sprinkle; “first with dust 
and next with water.” Grasshoppers were always the accompanhi- 
ment of drought on the plains, and the three seasons, 1866, 1867, 
and 1868, were years of visitations by the swarming air-borne 
variety.® 

In 1870 the winds and dust began operations early, the Junction 
City Union, February 19, commenting that “a great deal of Kansas 
is not located where it used to be. Some of it we have no doubt 
is located in South America, while some covers the British posses- 
sions.” The drought and winds continued into May, the Topeka 


3. Leavenworth Daily Conservative, September 2, 1864. 


4. Ibid., September 8, 4, 13, 27, October 2, 1864; Junction City Union, September 3, 
October 1, 1864. 


5. Kansas Daily Tribune, April 26, 30, 1865. 


6. Junction City Union, September 1, 1866, August 15, 29, 1868; Manhattan Independ- 
ent, September 7, 1867, August 8, 22, 29, 1868. 
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Record declaring that the wind was the worst since 1855.7. The 
crop failures in the western counties (present middle Kansas) were 
so serious that the legislature appropriated money for seed wheat 
and corn.® 

In the spring of 1871 “the wind blew so hard the houses became 
restless,” and “Old Boreas has howled incessantly all the week— 
the first half from the South and the last half from the North. 

.” The Abilene Chronicle argued that was what kept the 
Kansas atmosphere so pure. But the paper agreed on the won- 
derful crop prospects.® The fall of 1871 was dry and by mid- 
October little wheat had been planted, but the report in the spring 
of 1872 was optimistic about crop prospects. Also the irrepressible 
M. M. Murdock’s Wichita Eagle became the medium for pictur- 
esque interpretation of south-central Kansas: 

Some exchange speaks of the wind as just setting on its hind legs and howl- 
ing. That would be a tame expression of its antics in this quarter of the moral 
vineyard. It not only sits on its hind legs to do that thing, but stands on 
its head, turns somersaults, and tears up the ground all over. 

Referring to the reconciliation between the sections, the Blue and 
the Gray, after the Civil War, with comment on the first season 


of the Texas cattle trade to Wichita and the weather, the Eagle 
said: 


The effect of the “late unpleasantness” may yet daily be witnessed upon 
our streets. Men of both sections have forgotten and forgiven all, but the 
winds are on it strong. At present advices the south [wind] stands three days 
ahead and real estate is going rapidly northward, as are, also, a hat now 
and then. Zephyrs are our strong point—they lift ten pound boulders and 
two year old mule colts off the ground—the squawking flocks overhead may 
be geese, may be jackasses. 

A third paragraph on the weather read: 

Real estate for sale at this office, by the acre or bushel. We have no dis- 
position to infringe upon the business of our friends down street, but owing 
to the high winds and the open condition of our office, and not being ready 
for interment just yet, necessity compels to us [sic] dispose of the fine bot- 
tom land now spread over our type and presses.10 


In defense of Kansas, the Marion County Record, of Marion, 
May 18, 1872, said: 


7. Junction City Union, February 26, May 21, 1870; Abilene Chronicle, May 12, copying 
from Topeka Record of May 7, 1870. 


8. For distribution, see Junction City Union, March 18, 1871. 


9. Junction City Union, April 8, 15, 22, 29, 1871; Abilene Chronicle, February 16, March 
2, 9, 23, May 25, 1871; Manhattan Nationalist, April 14, June 30, 1871. 


10. Wichita Eagle, April 26, 1872. 
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What I consider the worst, and most disagreeable fault of the country 

[is the] high and disagreeable winds, some days filling faces, pockets 

and houses, with black dirt and dust. But I do not see as it [is] any worse 

here than in other prairie countries. I have seen it just as bad in the valley 

of the Red River of the North, in Wisconsin, and Illinois, in Iowa, in Missour 
and in Texas; and in Dakota much worse. 

The year 1873 opened another period of prolonged severe drought, 
eight years of it, with only slight interruptions. The Wichita Eagle 
was more realistic than most of its contemporaries as well as more 
entertaining, as witness its comments of March 6 and 20, 1873. 

Spring is now upon us and we are visited occasionally with one of thos 
sweet, gentle, brow-cooling zephyrs for which this country has become so 
famous. Those of our new comers who have lost their domestic animals and 
fowls need not be alarmed, as the chances are that such stock will be blown 
back by the next wind. 

Spring—soft, amorous spring—with her murmuring, perennial streams, am- 
bient. zephyrs, choruses of feathered warblers, and resplendent, flashing sun- 
light flooding the rolling prairies’ wide-spread green, is upon us. 

“There’s perfume upon every wind— 
Music in every tree— 

Dews for the moisture-loving flowers, 
Sweets for the sucking bee; 

The sick come forth for the healing south, 
The young are gathering flowers, 

And life is a tale of poetry 
That is told by golden hours,” 


Or would be were it not for this rampant wind that goes howling and tearing 
along with gravel-and fence boards on its wing, singing a doleful requium 
through the bare branches of the lonely cottonwoods that skirt yonder muddy 
current to the departed spirit of some breech-clouted murderer or hungry 
wolf. Poetry and pretty talk are out of the question until this wind ceases 
tearing the grass up by the roots. 

Farther east, the Chase County Leader, Cottonwood Falls, Apri 
11, 1873, mourned that “The late rain has brought up ‘light covered 
wheat’ before it is sprouted. Sorry to say that the zephyrs did the 
same thing before the rain.” With the coming of fall the winds 
continued the soil movement, the Junction City Union, September 
20, expressing a mock concern over the fate of its neighbor: “From 
the clouds of dust which have swept through this city the past week 
in the direction of Manhattan, it is supposed that by this time 
that unfortunate village is completely buried.” But the female re- 
porter for The Nationalist at that place had survived with humor 
enough to put her sentiments into bad verse: 
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The wind it blew, 
The dust it flew, 
And we didn’t know what in the dickens to do; 
So we raised our umbrella 
And sat close to our feller: 
But the dust filled our eyes, our ears and our smellers. 
Everything looked a dusty yeller, 
And our beau declared it beat Heller; 
And we didn’t find a thing to tell, or 
We'd have told it, of course. 


In the meantime more dust was on its way northward from Junc- 
tion City according to the Union of November 15. 


Kansas weather may be compared to the zebra, the animal which, accord- 
ing to the showman, had “twenty-seven stripes across its back, and nary 
one alike.” Monday was one of the loveliest November days which ever 
dawned on the earth; but on Tuesday—perhaps you noticed it—the wind blew 
frightfully. The streets were filled all day long with so dense a cloud of dust, 
that you couldn’t see your cigar before your face; and so deep was the arti- 
ficial darkness, that several men who owe this establishment, passed directly 
by the office door without seeing it. The Lawrence Journal, which is a stand- 
ard authority on the subject of weather, says the wind blew seventy miles an 
hour in Lawrence, from which we conclude that its speed diminished about 
one-half after leaving this point. 

Reports from as far west as the 100th meridian were rare in the 
1870’s, but the Union, November 22, 1873, relayed to its readers a 
sand storm and prairie fire story from Hays: 

Monday was the big prairie fire day all over the country. At Hays City 
the gale got up what is called in that region a “sand storm,” rendering it al- 
most impossible to discern objects, and while this was at its h[elight, a prai- 
rie fire made for the town. . . . It was with the greatest difficulty that 
the people in face of the drifting, blinding sand, managed to keep the fire from 
entering and sweeping away the town. 

The closing item of the year 1873 may be chosen appropriately 
from the new federal publication, the Monthly Weather Review, 
which in its December issue summarized the November dust situa- 
tion for the plains country as a whole: 

In the latter part of November, vast prairie fires occurred in the far West, 
and several dust storms, filling the air with fine and unpalpable particles, 
which are known to remain suspended in the air for many days, and some- 
times are finally precipitated with water, forming the celebrated “black rain.” 

In our traditions about the disastrous year 1874 the grasshopper 
attack by air in August overshadows all else. The critical fact 
about this or other years of large scale grasshopper devastation is 


11, Manhattan Nationalist, October 81, 1873. 
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that drought had already reduced vegetation to a minimum prior 
to the arrival of the insects, and their damage lay primarily in the 
taking of what was left by the drought and soil blowing. N. L. 
Prentice, substituting for G. W. Martin as editor of the Junction 
City Union, August 1, 1874, discussed ably the psychological effect 
of drought: 

Misfortunes never come singly, and a “dry spell” brings with it any num- 
ber of disasters and inconveniences. A drouth nourishes chinch bugs, sun- 
strokes, grass-hoppers and profanity. 

One of the most troublesome things which follow in the wake of a “dry 
spell” is the feverish anxiety which springs up in the minds of men respecting 
the weather. We all know that looking for rain will not bring it, nor will 
gazing steadfastly at the barometer affect the movements of that instrument. 
All our talk, speculation, and calculation of probabilities will not make one 
drop of rain water more or one grasshopper less. Yet for the last six weeks 
the useless employments we have mentioned have occupied most of the time 
of our adult citizens, and men have gone about with their eyes cocked at the 
brazen heavens after the manner of a goose going under a gate, while Hookey’s 
barometer, the standard which tells the town when it isn’t going to rain, is 
corralled like a bulletin board in war times. 

As a matter of history we may say that at this writing the drouth which 
embraces the Kaw Valley from one end to the other continues without any 
signs of a “let up.” 

There have not been wanting during the week, however, signs of rain. On 
Saturday last a storm was predicted by the weather officers, and at night a 
huge cloud was visible in the north and northwest, which was illuminated by 
lightning. A heavy gale blew nearly all night, but not a drop of rain fell 
here. The storm passed to the north of Leavenworth, and is supposed to be 
the one which did such frightful damage at Pittsburg. 

On Thursday morning the sky was overcast, and during the forenoon there 
came a solitary clap of thunder, when the clouds seemed to disappear as if 
on a given signal, and then the sun came out, the horizon assumed an ashy 
hue, and the hot, dreary south wind blew and blew, as it has done for weeks. 

On Friday morning the sky was again clouded, and distant thunder was 
heard; but while there was evidently rain to the southward, but a few scat- 
tering drops fell here. 

Saturday, the 25th ult., will be long remembered as one of the hottest days 
ever known since the settlement of Kansas. The mercury showed one hundred 
and ten degrees in some of the coolest places in town. The remarkable fea- 
ture of the day was the south wind which seemed to come over a furnace, 
which penetrated into every nook and corner, and made articles of furniture 
in houses so hot as to almost burn the hand. 

The grasshoppers seem determined to eat up what the drouth has left. 
The greatest ravages we have heard of have been between Wakefield and Clay 
Center. Passengers who came in on Thursday evening represent the country 
along the road as swarming with them. Bodies of them passed over this city 
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on Monday, but so far fields in this immediate vicinity have generally es- 
caped their ravages. 

LATER—The "hoppers have “arriv.” 

A former resident, Charles Barnes, who had kept a diary in 1860, 
wrote the editor of the Manhattan Nationalist making a comparison 
between 1874 and 1860, arriving at the conclusion that 1874 was 
the worse. To this the editor replied that the slight difference in 
favor of 1860 for the summer months was offset in its overall ef- 
fect by the fact that 1860 had been preceded by a drought through 
the last part of 1859, while 1874 had enjoyed ample moisture 
through the spring until June. 

The scanty vegetation, depleted further by prairie fires, invited 
fall dust storms in 1874. The Holton Express and News, Novem- 
ber 13, 1874, was realistic: “The wind blew almost a hurricane, 
and such immense clouds of dust filled the air that very few peo- 
ple ventured out. . . . The wind was fearful, the dust intoler- 
able.” 

In 1874 the federal Monthly Weather Review began the publica- 
tion of reports on the occurrence of prairie and forest fires, and, 
in 1878, on electric disturbances affecting the operation of the tele- 
graphic communications. The record would have been improved 
had prairie and forest fires been reported separately. However, 
for the grass country proper there can be no mistake, and the 
monthly lists, with places and dates of occurrence, provide per- 
spective on a condition which was general for the whole area. 

The spring of 1875 was typical of an abnormal period, the Junc- 
tion City Union, March 27, reporting the big wind of March 25: 

On Thursday last we had just a “bully” blow—a regular Kansas Zephyr. 
The dust wouldn’t keep still; no, not for a minute. Even little stones that 
thought themselves big enough to get up and dust did get up, and went for 
everybody at a fearful rate. From morning until night everything about us 
seemed like a “howling wilderness.” But we can’t blow about our blows, for 
a friend at our elbow informs us that advices from Denver are to the effect 
that it has been blowing there in the same gentle style for the last thirty 
days. We are content. 

The keynote for 1876 was sounded by Murdock in the Wichita 
Eagle, February 10: “We rise to say that this is a rising country, 
with a rising people, but the rise the wind took last Saturday 
[February 5] was a rise that arose above all things else. How it 
blew!” 

To the north of Wichita, the Salina Herald, February 12, com- 
mented on the peculiar atmospheric conditions of February 7: 


18—3507 
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Fogs are very rare in this country. . . . But a dense fog or something 
else that made the atmosphere murky, (it looked more like smoke than fog) 
hung over our city Monday night. 


The next week’s issue reported that a wind of February 18 “scat- 
tered the dust around loosely.” Leavenworth reported, February 
23, that the preceding day was the first in two weeks without dust, 
but that 

Sunpay [February 20] was undoubtedly the dustiest day that ever struck 
this portion of benighted Kansas, and the effects of it will not be obliterated 
for many a long day. The wind blew at the rate of about thirty miles per 
hour, driving the dust through cracks and window-casings, rendering cleanliness 
an impossibility.12 

Two days later, February 25, the wind and dust resumed their 
domination. The Newton Kansan, February 24, 1876, took notice 
also of the “Kansas Zephyr” of February 20: 

Last Sunday [February 20] the Kansas zephyr was again abroad in the 
land, and a reasonable quantity of the dry and dusty land was abroad in the 
zephyr. It resembled when in good view of the same, across a newly plowed 
field, or upon a well traveled road, the pictures of a simoon in the desert of 
Sahara, as depicted in the geographies. The Kansas zephyrs are a promiscuous 
and pleasant (?) thing, they are. Real estate takes its biggest rise during 
these times. 

The principal storm of April occurred on the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth. At Junction City, “The wind howled, and the earth moved 
from one place to another. A friend at our elbow says that if he 
was a preacher, he would never paint hell as being hot when he 
could have as an illustration such a day as Wednesday.” }% 

The neighboring Manhattan editor was more impressed by Tues- 
day’s performance, April 18. 

Talk about the gentle zephyrs of Kansas wafting sweet perfume from un- 
seen flowers and all that sort of thing, but the wafting on Tuesday last was 
“all in your eye.” Whew! how the dust did blow! It filled our ears, until 
we thought ourselves the possessor of more real estate than anyone in town; 
it got into our flaxen locks and our head seemed an acher of dirt and pain; 
it filled our eyes, and winking became a hazardous undertaking not to be 
thought of, and the dusky shades of night found us staring wildly into space; 
we inhaled it copiously, and our rebellious proboscis sneezed dissent; we 
gulped it down gritting our teeth the while, and at evening we realized fully, 
as we caught sight of our dusty phiz in the mirror, “Dust thou art,” etc. 

The Wichita Eagle, May 18, paid its respects to the blow of May 
14: “That horrible wind last Sunday was a wilter. How it blew. 
It took the starch out of everything . . . , even [the] 

12. Leavenworth Daily Commercial, February 23, 1876. 


13. Junction City Union, April 22, 1876. 
14. Manhattan Nationalist, April 21, 1876. 
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Sunday night sermon. .’ On June 15 the same paper 
summed up the season: “We have been blest with more winds, 
and longer winded winds and windier winds this spring and sum- 
mer than we ever heard tell of before.” 

In January, 1877, wind was the unwelcome guest: 

Monday [January 15] morning the wind came up again with a force that 
was truly terrific. It howled, snorted, ripped and tore up the ground in a 
way that was more awful than funny. For a week past mails have been de- 
layed everywhere. Notice is hereby given that our tune “Sunny Southern 
Kansas” has been laid up for repairs.15 

By March 1 the situation had improved in middle Kansas, and 
the Salina Journal reminisced: 

A few years ago, at this time of the year we were cursed with disagreeable, 
suffocating and provoking sand storms. Sometimes they would last for sev- 
eral days in succession. We firmly believe we shall have none of consequence 
this spring. The climate is surely improving. 

On March 22 the same paper delivered itself of this: 

The howling wolf in the canyon does not get up near so satisfactorily 
mournful music as the March breeze. Those in need of good articles of cater- 
wauling or lugubrious dismalness are [rJespectfully recommended to the comp- 
troller of the winds of the third month of the year. He will warrant his wares 
just as represented. 

On the last day of August the Abilene Chronicle was on a cru- 
sade and the reader may exercise his judgment as to the meaning 
of the paragraph and the effectiveness of the remedy: 

Tuesday was by all odds the most disagreeable day of the season for dust. 
Notwithstanding the fact that doors and windows were in some cases kept 
closed, and the occupants of the rooms thereby placed in danger of suffoca- 
tion, it insinuated itself through cracks and keyholes in clouds. Abilene should 
have a street sprinkler when the campaign opens next spring, and thus es- 
cape the annoyance. We believe every business man would hail its advent 
with pleasure and give it substantial support. 

The Salina Herald, September 1, commented also on the disagree- 
able dust of the last days of August, pointing especially to August 
28. And on September 27, the Journal of the same place wrote: 
“For the past few days the gentle winds have enveloped the city 
with dust decorations. And some of this time it has been intensely 
hot. Imagine the pleasantness of the situation.” In eastern Kan- 
sas the Leavenworth Times, September 23, had its word on the sub- 
ject: “IMMENSE clouds of dust filled the air yesterday [September 
22] while the thermometer was in the close neighborhood of 90°, 
and the wind velocitating at the rate of thirty miles an hour.” 


15. Wichita Zagle, January 18, 1877. 
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In the spring of 1878 the Manhattan Nationalist, March 8, be- 
gan commenting on dust, and on March 29 reported that “We are 
having our regular spring winds and dust now, and already mut- 
terings about droughty Kansas are heard.” The Wellington Press, 
March 14, was more informative, however: “A regular old fash- 
ioned dust storm visited this section Monday [March 11] after- 
noon. The wind fairly howled, and the heavens were darkened by 
the clouds of dust. A slight sprinkle of rain allayed the disturb- 
ance.” This kind of a comment—‘a regular old fashioned dust 
storm,” together with the comment of the Salina Journal, March 1, 
on the previous year, are sufficiently realistic to provide guidance 
for interpreting many other less specific dust comments, and should 
serve as a warning that the plea of the Abilene Chronicle, August 
31, 1877, for a street sprinkler was somewhat beside the point so 
far as the main issue was concerned. And for April, 1878, the 
Monthly Weather Review recorded one or more prairie fires in Kan- 
sas for every day of the month except the 7th, 9th, and 17th. 

The late summer and fall of 1878 brought its quota of com- 
ment, the Abilene Gazette, August 9, saying that “a furious wind 
storm passed over the city last Friday [August 2] evening, filling 
the air so thick with dust that it was difficult to distinguish objects 
ten yards away.” On October 25 the Abilene Chronicle reported 
that wind and dust had prevailed most of the week, “We are hav- 
ing very dry weather and no prospect for rain.” A month later, 
November 28, the Salina Journal admitted that many farmers 
would have to replow their fall-sown fields and try again for a 
spring crop. The issue of February 27, 1879, was punctuated with 
these short sentences: “Prairie fires illumine the darkness”; “A 
smoky air last Monday night”; “Cool and windy Tuesday. Some 
dust.” On March 6, came this paragraph of irritation: 

During the past few days we have had several exhibitions of what dust 
can do when propelled by a gale. We had the disagreeable March winds, 
and saw with ample disgust the evolutions and gyrations of the dust. We 


have had enough of it, but will undoubtedly get much more of the same kind 
during this very disagreeable month. 


The Monthly Weather Review for the early months of 1879 gave 
some perspective on the extent of the drought: In February it re- 
ported the most severe drought on record in the vicinity of Uvalde, 
Tex., where sheep and goats were dying of starvation and cold. 
In April Dallas, Tex., reported the most severe drought in thirty 
years and three weeks of high, dry winds. The list of prairie fires 
for March gave representation to every part of the West from the 
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Rio Grande to the Canadian line. The paragraph from the Salina 
Journal had not exaggerated what was in store for March. The 
Herald, March 1, of the same place, reported prairie fires all around 
the city and said that “real estate moved considerably this week.” 
The next issue continued the story: “Monday the ‘Kansas Zephyr’ 
had things all its own way,” and the third issue of the month 
facetiously reported “Another ‘hardest’ blow ever seen in Kansas,” 
and followed this with the information that “Salina was tantalized 
with a small sprinkle of rain Thursday [March 13] afternoon. The 
wind and dust soon resumed full sway.” The Journal, March 13, 
found encouragement in the wind: 

People have just got through digging from the pores of the skin the dirt 
driven there by the furious dust storms which for several days since our last 
issue have been lifting this country “clean off its toes.” Even sinners have 
stood some chance of being translated with such favoring gales. 


The dust storms of March 13 and 22 were historic, a sort of cli- 
max, but not the end of the chapter for that unfortunate year. 
Three brief descriptions of the storm of March 13 are presented 
here. The account in the Wichita Herald, March 15, 1879, is given 


first: 


A severe wind storm visited the city on Thursday evening which, at one 
time, gave rise to fears of an approaching tornado. A black, ugly looking 
cloud made its appearance in the North about half past six, and in an in- 
credibly short space of time grew in size until it enveloped and darkened the 
city in a pall of blackness. No rain fell, but the wind blew fiercely and filled 
the air with sand and dust. To add to the unpleasantness of the hour the 
alarm of fire was sounded. The thought that was suggested to every one by 
the first stroke of the bell was that a fire started in such a fierce gale could 
not but prove disastrous, and the streets were soon thronged by crowds of 
men rushing through darkness, wind, and dust to the scene of the fire, in order 
to arrest, if possible, the threatened danger. It proved to be, however, the 
burning prairie grass and straw stacks, in the suburbs to the North of the city. 
The wind storm was succeeded by continuous and icy winds from the North, 
which made the night one of great discomfort after the warm and pleasant 
day. 

The Salina Journal, March 20, gives another western view: 

The wind which held high carnival in this section last Thursday [March 
13], filled the air with such clouds of dust that darkness of the “consistency 
of twilight” prevailed. Buildings across the street could not be distinguished. 
The title of all land about for a while was not worth a cotton hat—it was so 
“unsettled.” It was of the nature of personal property, because it was not a 
“fixture” and very movable. The air was so filled with dust as to be stifling 
even within houses. Although the wind was almost a tornado, no serious 
damage was done in this immediate vicinity. 
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The third is from the Topeka Commonwealth, March 16, from 
the Washburn station of the weather bureau. A sudden change of 
the wind from the southwest to northwest occurred in the afternoon 
of March 13 accompanied by a drop of over 50° in temperature in 
a few hours and “brought clouds of dust and a little rain. The 
coming of this dust storm was indicated in the clouds several hours 
before it began to blow at the surface of the ground.” 

The dust storm of March 23, 1879, received this brief comment 
in the Newton Kansan, March 27: “The wind blew terribly, last 
Sunday, until about 3 o’clock p. m., and the country was a cloud 
of dust.” The Washburn weather station report for the week end- 
ing March 28 gave it a somewhat more distinctive designation: 
“The most noticeable atmospheric phenomenon of the week, was 
the gale of wind from the southwest, which prevailed on the 23d, 
bringing clouds of dust.” 16 

April brought relief to parts of Kansas, the Salina Journal, April 
10, 1879, urging “Courage, farmers! We are more scared than hurt. 
The wheat will come out much better than people have supposed.” 
Later, mud, oceans of mud were reported.’* But the Manhattan 
Nationalist, April 25, had a somewhat different story: 

The wind made the bleeding soil of Kansas sift through a pine board on 
Monday [April 21]. The poor housekeeper that had just shaken carpets and 
cleaned windows, sighed mournfully as they [sic] saw the sand heaps on win- 
dow-pane and floor. 

Cottonwood Falls reported a rain April 23 with the explanation 
that “With the exception of a few ‘dry showers’ this was the first 
‘wet’ rain for several months.” 18 

The June issue of the Monthly Weather Review contained an in- 
novation, the first systematic reporting of dust and sand storms for 
the whole country. For some unexplained reason the writer has 
never found mention of this fact in any of the literature on weather 
problems of the Great Plains, and it is undoubtedly important to 
know that such records exist. 

From near the 100th meridian, the Kinsley Republican, July 19, 
commented also on “dry rain”: “It rained a good deal of dirt and 
a little—very little rain Wednesday [July 16]. The Kansas zephyr 
was also, at the same time on a boisterous old drunk and made 
things howl for an hour or two.” 


16. Topeka Commonwealth, March 30, 1879 
17. Salina Journal, April 10, 17, 24, 1879. 
18. Chase County Leader, April 24, 1879. 
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In 1879 there was little settlement as far west as Dodge City, a 
fact which lends a particular interest to the paragraph in the Ford 
County Globe, September 16, 1879: 

For a week past a thick smoke has pervaded the horizon in all directions, 
causing the morning sun to Jook like a red-hot canon ball, and the moon ditto 
The days are sultry, but the nights quite cool. The continued dry weather 
has rendered the roads and the plains as well extremely dusty. Clouds of 
dust may be seen of an evening suspended in the air near the ground looking 
like mist. 


The year 1879 was bad, but 1880 was worse. It was the Kinsley 
Graphic that made the appeal “Come west, come west, young man, 
and learn to cuss the country like old settlers,” but admitted that 
“It’s awful hard to grow up with this country.”?® The “poem” of 
the year was Mother Shipton’s prophesy, allegedly first published 
in England in 1488 and republished in 1641, and which the Dodge 
City Times branded a hoax, saying it was first published in 1862.*° 
At any rate, it became the most popular bit of verse in circulation 
in the plains country in 1880, but there has been no determination 
of who revived it as a portent of disaster at this particular time. 


Carriages without horses shall go, 
And accidents fill the world with woe. 
Around the world thoughts shall fly 
In the twinkling of an eye. 

Water shall yet more wonders do; 
Now strange, yet shall be true. 

The world upside down shall be, 
And gold be found at root of tree. 
Through hills man shall ride, 

And no horse or ass be at his side. 
Under water men shall walk; 

Shall ride, shall sleep, shall talk. 

In the air men shall be seen, 

In white, in black, in green. 

Iron in the water shall float 

As easy as a wooden boat. 

Gold shall be found, and found 

In a land that’s not now known. 
Fire and water shall wonders do; 
England shall at last admit a Jew. 
The world to an end shall come 

In eighteen hundred and eighty-one. 


The Monthly Weather Review for March reported that on March 
4 there was a severe electrical storm at Dodge City: “telegraphic 


19. Kinsley Graphic, March 13, April 24, 1880. 
20. The Kansas Chief, Troy, published it May 6, 1880; Dodge City Times, June 30, 1881. 
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instruments could be worked without battery at times, the air was 
filled with floating sand. . . .” Reports of dust storms appeared 
in the newspapers for the same period, February 27 to March 4.” 
The Salina Herald, March 6, said that the dust storm of March 2 
reminded old settlers of ten years earlier. The “Late fall plowing 
and late sowed wheat [are] drying up and soil [is] blowing 
away.” 7? 

The outstanding dust storm of March, 1880, and probably of the 
whole year, or period, was that of March 26-27, appearing in the 
Western plains March 26 and reaching the Mississippi river March 
27. The Monthly Weather Review reported it as follows: 


The following notes are of interest respecting the unusually heavy wind 
storms of the 26th and 27th; La Cruces, N. M., 26th, very violent sand storm, 
filling the air with dust. Omaha, Neb., 26th, very sudden and violent west 
wind, overturning buildings; 27th, heavy wind still continued, three houses 
blown down—many unroofed; dummy trains could not cross railroad bridge 
during the day. Leavenworth, Kan., 27th, blinding dust-storm almost ob- 
scuring the sun at 10 a. m. Ft. Gibson, Ind-Ter., 27th, violent wind-storm, 
blowing down flag-staff at Post and injuring buildings slightly; Ft. Davis, 
Tex., violent sand-storm; Corsicana, Tex., 26th, severe wind-storm, doing con- 
siderable injury; St. Louis, 27th, wind S W 60 miles at 8 a. m., and several 
times during the day reached a velocity of 48 miles; Keokuk, Iowa, 27th, 
violent wind-storms, S W 37 miles; Davenport and Dubuque, Iowa, and 
Springfield, Ill., 27th, violent thunder-storms with heavy wind, remarkable 
fall in the barometer; Milwaukee, Wis., 27th, wind 40 miles E and barometer 
lowest on record, much damage to city property and shipping; Knoxville, 
Tenn., 27th, violent S W wind, blowing down saw-mill killing one man; 
Morristown, Dak., 27th, high wind-storm unroofing buildings; Louisville, III, 
27th, most violent wind-storm in many years; New Corydon, Ind., 27th, very 
violent gale, estimated velocity 60 miles; Muscatine, Iowa, 27th, worst storm 
of wind and rain that has ever visited this section, barometer remarkably low; 
Lawrence, Kan., 27th, violent wind storm maximum velocity 70 miles from 
3 to 5 a. m.; Wellington, Kan., 27th, severe N W gale, much damage to 
buildings; Cedar Vale, Kan., 26th and 27th, violent gale, much damage to 
fences, trees and buildings; Ashley, Mo., 27th, high wind, blowing down trees 
and fences; Pierce City, Mo., 27th, 2 a. m., high wind from N W., blowing 
down much fencing; Geneva, Neb., 26th, violent windstorm from the west; 
Howard, Neb., 27th, most violent wind storm for many years, dust gathered 
in drifts from 1 to 2% feet in depth; Ringgold, Ohio, 27th, heavy wind and 
hail storm, Professor Nipher [St. Louis, Mo.] reports this storm as the “most 
remarkable phenomena of the month. It covered the entire state [Missouri], 
except the extreme southern part. The atmosphere was filled, during the 
whole day, with a fine grayish dust, which, in the western part of the State 
and in eastern Kansas, was so dense as to obscure the light of the sun and 


1, Salina Journal, March 4, 1880; Abilene Chronicle, March 5, 1880. 
2. Abilene Chronicle, March 26, 1880. 
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to render objects invisible at a distance of from 100 to 300 yards. The wind 
was very high, coming in most cases, from the west and northwest.” 

In western Kansas, the Ellis County Star, Hays, April 1, reported 
that “the oldest inhabitant says Friday last [March 26] was ‘the 
dirtiest day’ he ever saw in Kansas” and that “the heavy wind 
storm of last Friday and Saturday prevailed over the greater part 
of the western half of the state.” The Sentinel of the same place 
commented that the elements had combined against the wickedness 
of Dodge City and blew the Lady Gay dance hall to flinders. 

The Medicine Lodge Cresset, April 2, had only this to say: 

Last Friday evening was the most breezy of the season. It was unsafe for 
small men with loose fitting clothes to be on the streets. McCanless did not 
dare to leave his premises without first lariating himself to some immovable 
article of furniture inside, and then when the breeze struck him he was seen 
to fly about after the manner of a Chinese kite. The barber has struck a 
bonanza in the way of sandbanks, which he has discovered in the ears of his 
customers who were out on that evening. Several persons had so much gravel 
blown into their eyes, that after the manner of unfeeling characters in novels, 
they now regard everything with a stony gaze. 

The comments of the Wichita papers offer an interesting contrast 
in the journalism of the period. The Beacon, March 31, told that 
“a heavy gale blew all day Saturday, and judging from the appear- 
ance of the atmosphere west of us there must have been considerable 
activity in sand. The city was saved an infliction by the rain dur- 
ing the previous night.” The Eagle, April 1, had this to say: 

The storm that held sway in this locality last Friday, was a wonderful one 
and created no little apprehension, being accompanied with singular phenom- 
ena. The wind was fierce and the atmosphere was blindingly full of sand 
and dust, giving it the appearance of a yellowish impenetrable fog. Although 
like storms are experienced nearly every spring, it is seldom they gather such 
foree as the one mentioned. The atmosphere was intensely charged with 
electricity, so that the telegraph wires were worked with difficulty. The sun 
shone with a sickly, ashy light, being at times obscured by the heavy, dusty 
atmosphere, which rendered objects invisible at the distance of a few rods. 
The storm prevailed throughout the State and over Nebraska and Colorado. 
Light frames were blown over in places, as two or three were in this town. 
A boy was killed by lightning in Topeka. These storms generally occur about 
the equinox and are not dangerous but exceedingly disagreeable. 

One of the most significant statements in the above paragraph 
was the admission that “like storms,” only less severe, were “ex- 
perienced nearly every spring.” The same issue reported a Santa 
Fe train eastbound from Trinidad as running two and a half hours 
late on account of wind, sand and rain. 

The Hutchinson News, April 1, paragraph was short: 
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The sand storm so much enjoyed by our people on Friday and Saturday last 
was general. It extended as far east as Kansas City and west, no doubt, to the 
mountains. 

The Salina Journal of the same date ran these paragraphs: 

Another windy, dusty, trying, headache-producing, vexatious, disgusting, 
terrific, upsetting, tearing, rearing, careering, bumping, sign-lifting, chimney ab- 
sorbing, lung slaying, garment destroying, eye blinding, and rip-roaring storms, 
last Monday. 

The gale which prevailed here last Saturday [March 27] seems to have 
been an installment which came up from the south over a large area of coun- 
try, and which occasioned much damage in certain parts of the State. It was 
furious, and in this locality summoned all the dust between here and Kingdom 
come to the august presence of the Salinaites. The buildings seemed on the 
point of being lifted from their foundations and the day was uncommonly 
dark from the clouds of dust. 


The Topeka Daily Capital, March 30, carried a local from Valley 


Falls: 


The storm was followed all day Saturday [March 27] by a perfect gale 
from the northwest that filled the air with what we supposed to be dust from 
the region beyond the rain belt, so as to almost obscure the same [sun?]. 


The Topeka State Journal, March 27, recounted the violence of 


the storm, enumerated the damage, and described the peculiarities 
of the electrical displays: 

This has been a funny day. A perfect gale of western wind has kept every- 
thing that’s loose constantly rattling since eight o’clock, and the sky has been 
overcast with a muddy looking haze. 


The Commonwealth, March 28, was the Topeka paper that gave 
the most explicit news about the event: 


The storm which prevailed from about five o’clock Friday evening [March 
26] until far into the night, with intervals of calm, was one of the most severe 
with which we have been visited. The rain fell in torrents, quickly making 
miniature rivers of the gutters and overtasking the capacity of house-eaves. 
The wind blew from the south, at the commencement of the storm, but the 
truthful citizen will not state in what direction it came from, at any hour 
thereafter. The force of the wind was unusually great, too, as it demolished 
strongly supported signs, tore up tin roofs and up-rooted trees which have 
withstood the blasts of winter, the viciousness of the hoodlums and the ordi- 
nary zephyers of Kansas Springs, Summers and Winters. The new walls of 
buildings in process of erection have suffered somewhat, but no serious dam- 
age has been done to these. The south end of the Rolling Mills was blown 
in and a portion of the roof was torn off. This wall has been much weak- 
ened by weather and the careless use to which the building has been left, 
and such a catastrophe, considering its exposure, is not to be greatly won- 
dered at. Among the trees which suffered from the severity of the storm is 
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one of the old Cottonwoods in front of Dr. Lewis’ residence on Quincy street, 
near Sixth Avenue. .. . 

Everybody remarked the curious state of the atmosphere yesterday, and 
no one had a solution for it. It reminded one of the dusts of the Desert, as 
Western Kansas was in the olden time, and others spoke of it as similar to 
the appearance of the skies in winter, just before “the heaviest snow fell.” 
There was a duller and more leaden color than the average language would 
explain, and no one could say what it portended. There were anxious fears 
for a cyclone, though it was hardly expected. 


A reader, E. W. Metzger, Meriden, offered an explanation of the 
“curious condition,” published March 30: 


In your Sunday issue you referred to the “curious condition” of the atmos- 
phere, on the day previous, during the severe wind storm then prevailing; 
that many persons noted the appearance, but that no one had a solution for 
it. Will say, having occasion to go on foot a short distance over the prairie, 
while the wind was blowing apparently at its greatest velocity, I unexpectedly 
made the discovery of the cause. The dry prairie grass, near the ground, was 
found to be freely charged, as it were, with infinitesimal particles of dry grass, 
and the continued severe agitation of the grass stalks and blades by the wind 
disengaged these particles from their resting places, lifting them upward into 
the air, thereby producing the effect described. During a residence of twenty- 
two years in Kansas, I have witnessed the same condition several times, but 
not in such eminent degree, owing, perhaps, to the condition of the grass, at 
the times. My theory for the production of these particles, is that in the 
absence of snow during the winter season, the dry grass blades, especially the 
edges, break into these dusty fragments, and find lodgings beneath the tops 
of the grass, and remains there unless disturbed by the wind. Soaking rains 
have no destroying effect on these particles, neither has snow, but had they 
been completely covered by snow, during the wind, no such condition of the 
atmosphere would have occurred at the time mentioned. 


Prof. F. H. Snow reported on March for the Lawrence weather 
station: 


A noteworthy feature of the weather was the violent wind of the 27th, 
which filled the air to a considerable height with extremely fine dust particles, 
obscuring the sun after 10 a. m., as by a fog, and giving a strange unearthly 
hue to the dim transmitted light.23 

On the last day of the month The Commonwealth recorded that 
“another very disagreeable wind prevailed yesterday, circulating 
clouds of dust, which nearly blinded those who were on the streets.” 

From the extreme northeastern corner of the state the Kansas 
Chief, Troy, April 1, noticed the peculiarities of the storm: 

But the most singular phenomenon was in the air, which was filled with a 
dense haze, something like that of Indian summer, but without odor. It 
somewhat resembled the dust that arises from the river sand-bars and fills 


23 Topeka Commonwealth, April 2, 1880. 
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the air during the dry and windy days of summer, and we have seen it stated 
that it was a sand-storm from the western plains. 


The Leavenworth Times, March 28, gave the dust storm partic- 
ular attention: 


The rain was general throughout the State, and if no preventing Providence 
interferes the wheat crop is assured. 

A strange phenomenon, following on the heels of the rain storm, came yes- 
terday evening, a heavy cloud which obscured the sun, and made the city 
cloudy during the day. The cloud was not noticed by many at first, but 
after a while one said to another, “What’s the matter with the weather? What 
kind of a day is this?” and so on until investigation became necessary. 

Theories at first were plentiful. The phenomenon was new to the officers 
of the signal service, and they said the gloomy appearance of the atmosphere 
was due to the action of the elements in condensing vapor which had arisen 
from the earth during the warm period. Others thought another heavy storm 
was approaching which would do immense damage. 

One went so far as to say Mother Shipton’s prophecy was being verified, 
and that the dimming of the sun was but the forerunner of the trouble that 
is to come in 1881. 

The facts are that there has been a great disturbance among the elements, 
somewhere. 

Theories of a scientific nature were brought out during the afternoon re- 
garding the phenomenon. 

Every gentleman or lady who has read Bulwer’s description of the day 
proceeding the destruction of Pompeii in 79, spoke of the day as a counter- 
part of that described. The sun dimmed, the air filled with glimmering par- 
ticles and colors changed. This was the case yesterday, wherever one looked 
the object seen was seen as through a blue glass, and ever and anon those 
who were on the streets would wipe an eye and look again. 

A reporter found that the difference in the colors emanated oem natural 
causes, and went to work early to discover them. He in the court house 
found some of the officers dusting their windows which is unusual after a 
heavy rain. In the city clerk’s office he glanced at a window sill and asked 
permission to see if it was clean. Mr. Hoyt, who was present, said he had 
dusted the window sills, half an hour before and had taken his lunch from 
one of them. That sill was found to be covered with fine dust; permission 
being granted the reporter, with Mr. Hoyt’s assistance gathered nearly a tea- 
spoonful of very fine black sand, which had been blown in the window during 
the half hour. 

In the city Treasurer’s office nearly the same amount of the same kind of 
sand was found, and secured. At the reporter’s home a quantity of the same 
kind of sand was found. Later in the evening, in company with Dr. R. J. 
Brown, the reporter saw the sand bar opposite the city, and its usual light 
face was covered almost with black. The storm continued until a late hour 
last night with no sign of abatement. 

Why it came is a question that can only be discussed by scientists. There 
is a theory, that the winds sometimes, lift sands or vegetable matter that has 
been changed by fire, into the upper currents of the atmosphere and they 
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being in a warmer current, rise above the colder storm clouds and after being 
freed by condensation, drop into the first vacuum offered, i.e., if a storm 
reaches Leavenworth from the northwest, sand may be gathered by the wind 
ahead and lifted above the rain cloud and carried into a higher current only 
to fall again when near a vacuum. This might hold good in local storms, 
but in the instance referred to, the sand found is so totally unlike that found 
in Kansas that there will be a chance for considerable discussion. 


A Meteor. 


One of the favorable theories advanced regarding the phenomenon, is, 
that the sand cloud is nothing more or less than the shattered fragments of a 
meteor or other orb which has gone to pieces ages ago, and flying through 
space has so far been ground to atoms that only an impalpable dust reaches 
the earth’s atmosphere. When the question becomes general among the sci- 
entists there will be much difference of opinion as to where the storm came 
from. 

A reader, writing from WaKeeney, to the Times, printed April 2: 

I notice in yesterday’s Times that the sand storm which occurred on last 
Saturday in the eastern part of this state is still a mystery and unaccounted 
for by scientists. If said scientists had been in this section of country on 
last Friday afternoon, I think it would not be a difficult matter for them to 
solve the mystery. 

On Friday morning, and until about 3 o’clock P. M., the wind blew a 
perfect gale from the southwest, when all of a sudden it veered to the west, 
then a little north of west, blowing up such an immense cloud of black dust, 
sand, etc., that it was impossible to see an object distinctly across the street. 
It blew at this rate a constant cloud of dust for about three hours. Of course 
all this dust being raised into the air had to fall to the ground somewhere; 
consequently, your shower of black sand. 


The Kansas City (Mo.) Journal, March 28, had a story of un- 
usual interest, which the Leavenworth Times reprinted March 30: 


Many persons were interested in the singular phenomenon presented yes- 
terday of the air filled with floating sand—a sand fog, in fact—that obscured 
even houses a few blocks away. These storms are rare in this locality, but 
more frequent on the plains, and usually attended with great electric in- 
fluences, in fact, what are called electric storms. On inquiry at the telegraph 
office we learned several facts connected with it. 

A “sand storm” had prevailed over the plains of Kansas and Nebraska 
since Wednesday last. The cause of its presence here is no doubt due to the 
upper currents of the great storm of Friday night, the storm being below the 
sand, the former having disappeared, the sand settled down into the lower 
atmosphere. 

The telegraph operators tell us that the usual electric phenomena was pres- 
ent all day yesterday, the air being so charged with electricity that their in- 
struments could be worked with very little and at times without any bat- 
tery. The air being positively charged and the earth negatively, the ground 
wire was all that was necessary to operate the instruments. 
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The theory is held by some to be that it is the contact of the sand par. 
ticles with each other that produces the electricity, while others contend that 
it is the peculiar electrical condition of the atmosphere that gives rise to the 
phenomena of sand in suspension in it. 

The same electrical phenomena occur and telegraph instruments are af- 
fected in the same way in high latitudes during the presence of the aurom 
borealis, and is often experienced as far south as this locality during extm- 
ordinary manifestations of the aurora. 

It was interesting yesterday to note the effect on different people. Many 
were really alarmed and attributed the strange aspect of the atmosphere to 
the advance warning of a terrible storm, although so far as the wires were 
working west there was no intelligence of any storm approaching, but all 
over the country there was the same absence of threatening weather that we 
had at Kansas City. 

Such sand storms as that of yesterday, or electric storms, as they are also 
called, while rare here, are not so on the great plains of Western Kansas and 
Eastern Colorado. They are not attended with any danger, or anything but 
inconvenience. 

The vast plains of the interior continent to the west and southwest of us 
give rise to many curious and novel atmospheric phenomena, familiar to the 
plainsman, but rarely of a force great enough or enduring enough to reach 
this locality. The experience of yesterday is one of them, and the hot winds 
of the late summer or early autumn, which many of our citizens remember 
are another. 

We shall not to-day attempt the discussion of these phenomena from a 
scientific point of view, our purpose only being to explain the nature of such 
an occurrence as that of yesterday, from the fact that so many of our peo 
ple were alarmed in consequence and seemed to regard it as the forerunner 
of something more severe. We are now, and have been for more than two 
weeks, in the period of the year when the electric forces of the earth and the 
sun are abnormally active, and we must look for more than ordinary mani- 
festations and disturbances, and which possibly may last for a few days longer 
But we need not find cause for apprehension for this unexpected visit of 
what is common to more western portions of the country. Our people have 
never seen what their neighbors on the great plains call a sand storm and 
what the telegraph people call an electric storm, and are that much wiser 
than they have been. 


In the Monthly Weather Review for April, 1880, two pages were 
devoted to listing dust storms over the Trans-Mississippi West. 
The Wellington, Kan., station reported on the drought period Apri 
2-27, 1880, that there were “numerous gales, accompanied with 
sand and dust. . . .”** Professor Snow’s report from the Law- 
rence station stated: 


The sky was clearer, the air drier, and the wind higher than in any pre 
vious April of our thirteen years’ record. The temperature exceeded the av- 


24. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Second Quarterly Report for 1882, pp. 95, 96. 
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erage, while the rain fall was but little more than half the April mean. The 
violent wind and low barometer of the 18th are worthy of special note.*5 


Between the time of the major storms of March 26-27 and April 
18, there were several that local newspapers described as being 
severe or even worse. A selection of them is arranged in sequence 
from east to west. The facetious description of the Atchison Daily 
Champion, April 14, was reprinted in the Junction City Union, 
April 17, 1880, with its own additions: 

All this week the Kansas zephyrs have been circulating freely and playfully 
but perhaps a little too much for the taste of the newcomer. Like a bear's 
hug it was a little too familiar. Their freaks is thus graphically described by 
the Atchison Champion: 

It blew ostensibly from the south, but you could leave orders for 
it anywhere and it would call around for you like an omnibus. It pursued 
you up street or down, and followed you round corners and into alleys, and 
came shrieking after as you went up stairs, and slammed the door after you 
and then howled through the transom like a cabbage-eared coon dog. It 
chased the dust with ceaseless fury; shook the very daylights out of the signs, 
and ran under the wooden sidewalks like a rat and sifted up through the 
cracks, Occasionally the noise died out and there was a suspicious quietude 
that boded trouble. It was like the silence of a small boy in a pantry who 
knows a shelf whereon the preserves lie; it was the Kansas zephyr just stop- 
ping to spit on its hands, and when rested up a little, oh, my, how she did come, 
rattling, roaring, screaming, and shaking things. This lasted all day ard all 
night, until it became a burden, and the brain grew sick and tired of the 
fierce uproar. Out on the open prairie it was inconceivably worse than in 
the sheltered streets of the town. Travelers were fairly overwhelmed by the 
flying earth from the ploughed fields, and come into town looking like ani- 
mated dirt heaps. The electrical influence of the gale was also noticeable, 
telegraphic communication being rendered slow and difficult. 


The Marion County Record, Marion, April 2, wrote: “There was 
hardly a house in town, Tuesday [March 30], that you couldn’t 
write your name in the dust that covered the floor and even the 
beds.” Another paragraph in the same paper gave more details. 

The “oldest inhabitant” scarcely remembers two such days as last Satur- 
day [March 27] and Tuesday [March 30]. On the former day a perfect gale 
blew from the north, and on Tuesday returned from the south with increased 
velocity. The air was filled with dust, continuously, the sun was almost ob- 


scured, and everything on and above the earth presented a sickly, indescribable 
melancholy appearance. 


At Manhattan, The Nationalist, April 16, printed these locals: 
“On account of the dust, Saturday and Monday [April 10, 12] 
were bad days for the farmers’ usual visits to town,” and “We don’t 
suppose any one knows it, but we had a real Kansas blow out the 


25. Topeka Commonwealth, May 5, 1880. 
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first three days of this week [April 11, 12, 13].” On April 23 The 
Nationalist said: “Mrs. F. R. Holden [of Ogden] had nearly fin- 
ished her spring cleaning, but, last week, after the sand storm of 
Tuesday and Wednesday [April 13, 14], she swept over eleven 
pounds of dust from her kitchen and hall. As the dust is about 
equally distributed, she thinks that, from the whole house, not less 
than 190 pounds may be swept.” 

At Salina, the Journal, April 8, in a country local gave emphasis 
to March 30, Tuesday: it “was the worst sand storm of the season 
—TI verily believe the worst we have seen for the past nine years 
of our experience with Kansas zephyrs. Yet when these warm still 
days come we forget there ever was such a storm.” A paragraph 
the next week said about its quota: “Such dust storms. Monday 
and Tuesday [April 12, 13] will certainly go down into history as 
the dustiest. And what a gale that was Tuesday night! Who was 
there that didn’t pass a sleepless night?” Another paragraph in the 
same issue reported: 

Heavy prairie fires seemed to rage in the West during the high wind of 
Monday night, also on Tuesday night. It is strange that we hear no tales of 


disastrous destruction, which certainly must have occurred. On yesterday 
morning the air in town was laden with the black dust of burning grass. 


The locals of the Ellsworth Reporter, April 15, emphasized a little 
different dating: “Tuesday [April 13] night the wind blowed a 
strong gale.” “The sun was almost eclipsed by a sand storm in 
the east, yesterday morning [April 14].” The Wellington Press, 
April 15, reported from the south central part of the state that 
“The high winds combined with the ‘rise in real estate,’ of the past 
few days, has somewhat interfered with work on the Press block.” 

Murdock’s Wichita Eagle, April 15, registered “a slight disgust” 
with the environment, although this was the week before the big 
April storm: 

The probability is that the individuals in this valley are scarce who would 
have the temerity to assert that the Eagle has ever proven remiss in blowing 
for Kansas. But we come now to acknowledge that the blowing she has done 
for herself the past week has nipped our blowing pretensions in the bud. It 
may as well be asserted here and now that Kansas as a paradise has her 
failings, not the least of which is her everlasting spring winds. If there is 4 
man, woman or child in Sedgwick county whose eyes are not filled with dust 
and their minds with disgust, he, she, or it must be an idiot or awful pious. 
From overlasting to everlasting this wind for a week has just sat down on 
its hind legs and howled and screeched and snorted until you couldn’t tell 
your grandfather from a jackass rabbit. And its sand backs up its blow with 
oceans of grit to spare. We saw a preacher standing on the corner the other 
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day with his back up, his coat-tails over his head, and his chapeau sailing 
heavenward, spitting mud out of his mouth and looking unutterable things. 
He dug the sand out of his eyes and the gravel out of his hair, and said 
nothing. It wouldn’t have been right. But we know what he thought. As 
for our poor women, weighted down with bar lead and trace-chains as their 
skirts are, their only protection from rude gaze is the dust, which fills up the 
eyes of the men so that they can’t see a rod further than a blind mule. 
Dust, grit, and sand everywhere—in your victuals, up your nose, down your 
back, between your toes. The chickens have quit eating gravel—they absorb 
sand enough every night to run their gizzards all next day. Out of doors 
people communicate by signs. When they would talk they must retire to 
some room without windows or a crack, pull out their ear plugs and wash 
their mouths. The sun looks down through fathoms of real estate in a sickly 
way, but the only clouds descried are of sand, old rags, paper and brick bats. 


We haven’t done the subject justice, but we didn’t expect to when we started 
out, but it blows, you bet. 


The Kinsley Graphic, April 3, wrote of two gales Friday and Sat- 
urday and said “there was some dust Monday [March 29] as the 
lady who got lost in broad daylight and tried to get into a neigh- 
bor’s house, thinking it her own, will testify.” 
of two weeks later were explained April 17: 

The stormy and hazy appearance of the atmosphere Monday and Tuesday 
{April 12, 13], was well adapted to create a feeling of uneasiness and fore- 
boding of something terrible near at hand in the mind of the tenderfoot. But 


the old settler knew that it was only a blow, and that the air was filled with 
sand and dust. 


The developments 


The big April storm centered on April 18, and comment on it is 
arranged here from west to east. The Topeka Capital news serv- 
ice collected items from the western counties, printed in the issue 
of April 21: Nettleton, Edwards county, reported “Awful dry; 
great wind and dust storm no corn planted.” From Belle 
Plaine, Sumner county, April 20, the sequence was “four days of a 
wind storm, but no rain. Yesterday the wind reached its heighth, 
and blowed everything moveable out of the country. It tore up 
onions, peas and beets; and this morning we found ice in the water 
tub 84 of an inch thick.” At Naomi, Mitchell county, “Still we get 
no rain, and the wind continues to blow night and day, with clouds 
of dust filling the air almost constantly. We have had but two 
days in the past week that could be called still.” At Great Bend, 
“we had another of those dreaded sand and dust storms that have 
been so frequent this spring. It was accompanied by a strong, hot, 


dry southwesterly wind, that seemed almost sufficient to wither any 
thance vegetation.” 
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At Wichita the Beacon and Murdock’s Eagle were outspoken, 
picturesque, and entertaining: 


The gale, which blew all day Sunday [April 18], resulted in more or less 
damage to property in this city. Considerable havoc was created among the 
signs. This is not to be regretted for the way they are hung is a nuisance, 
and a constant menace to life and limb. . . . The atmosphere was filled 
with blinding dust which hung like clouds suspended over the valley. It was 
certainly the worst day we have experienced in Kansas. . . . It is a pity 
that the city ordinance cannot be enforced on the wind for the proper ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. 

This month of April has made its mark already, in the history of Kansas, 
though but half gone. It will be used as a standard of comparison, hereafter, 
for all that is outrageous, violent and vexatious. For a week the wind has 
howled and raged with r{h]lythm, but without reason or use, so far as we 
can see. We can apprehend no possible grounds for its capers, save that it 
had made up its mind to make its twenty thousand miles this month, and 
to do it had to “git up and dust.” Eight to ten thousand miles a month is 
the ordinary pace of a Kansas zephyr. It has been, the past week, the great 
apostle of communism. What was the farm, in fee simple, of John Smith, is 
to-day to be found equally distributed among his neighbors within a radius 
of 100 miles, and the real estate of the Arkansas valley, is now owned in com- 
mon, one man has no more claim over it than another. The valley is still 
the “Happy Valley,” though it was not still last Sunday. We can see but 
one good result, and that is, this summer the doctors will starve to death, 
since the whole country has been deoderized thoroughly, and epidemics will 
be impossible—Wichita Beacon, April 21, 1880. 

Being conscious of the probability that the spirit of Dante sweeps through 
the sombre shadows of his own Inferno, and that Milton is likely testing the 
composition of the lurid tints of those plutonian realms which he created and 
lighted with the fires of his own genius, and, believing that there is no one 
left upon these confines gifted with the requisite inspiration to fitly portray 
the streak of gentle racket which opened out upon the devoted heads of this 
guileless community last Sunday, between the waxes and wanes of the orbs, 
and which kept it up till sinners prayed who never prayed before, we have 
half a notion to attempt it ourselves. It blowed! In the primary sense of 
that old Saxon word, “may we be blowed” if it didn’t. Heretofore we have 
had occasion to allude to some of the more ordinary stamps of zephyrs with 
which our valley is favored, such for instance as makes that gentle being, your 
wife, look as though, fresh from the hands of her Creator, she had been whirled 
down to you from Heaven in a self-adjusting cyclone, when, in fact, she had only 
been out for a call, or that other equal common variety which knocks you on 
the head with gravel, fills your hair, hide and gizzard with sand, follows you 
home, blows the lids off the cooking stove, slams all the doors to at once, 
and then sits on its hind legs and howls through your windows all night like 
a lop-eared hound; or, that little less common variety which buds in the 
“spring time, gentle Annie,” and blows for two days from the south and as 
many from the north with a vigor that wilts the leaves on the trees, turns 
the hair on the old cow the wrong way, upsets the hired girl into the slop- 
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bucket, picks the feathers off the chickens before they are scalded; in short, 
the kind to which we so briefly, but touchingly, alluded last week. But all 
these blows, in comparison to the blow last Sunday, are only a soft south 
breathing from a bank of violets. It was as though all things on earth and 
in air, animate and inanimate, fast at one end or both, had gone mad and 
turned loose with tons of sand and the din of threshing machines to the acre 
thrown in for good measure. Those who did not see it will never understand 
it. A preacher out on the Cowskin was holding forth on the last estate of 
the finally impenitent. He had got into the fire of his peroration and the 
smoke was ascending forever and forever when forever out went the gable 
end of his meeting-house. The outside and inside pressure had proved too 
much. Stopping short, he looked up through the hole in the roof and then 
into the faces of his frenzied audience, and earnestly remarked, “My dear sin- 
ners, why waste further words to describe that awful place when you can get 
a better idea of it by simply sticking your heads out of doors.” 

And he was correct —Wichita Eagle, April 22, 1880. 

These are halcyon hours for the wall-eyed croaker. With a retching grunt 
he lifts a groan from his internal regions that sounds like the knell of all 
hope. Heavens, how he sighs when he gets in his drouthy corollary: Just 
like it was in 1860! The same kind of winds, same kind of sudden dews, 
same kind of clouds, and the wild goose bone turned suddenly down on 
Easter Sunday. Yes, bound to have a drouth! Colts come in without tails, 
pigs without ears, calves with three horns, eggs produce double chickens, and 
a starving famine is imminent. Anybody that can’t see it must be an idiot. 
The chintz bugs don’t fly, the frogs have deserted their nests, the Pacific 
vapors are condensed on the range and Gulf winds meet no counter currents 
and of course no rain can fall! The wheat is now beyond hope, the oats al- 
ready rotted in the ground, and the corn can’t sprout, so what’s the use? 

Well, sure enough, what is the use! Let’s all take “cold pizen,” or which is 
just as bad, throw up in disgust, sacrifice our property, and go to the moun- 
tains to hunt gold and die of starvation. In the meantime rain will come in 
due season, things will grow and bloom and Sedgwick county will harvest one 
million bushels of wheat and two million bushels of corn this summer and fall, 
and don’t you forget it. 

P. S—To make good the predictions of the Eacie, as we go to press the 
heavens are overcast, it’s black all around, and pouring down in the middle. — 
Ibid., April 29. 


The Brookville correspondent of the Salina Journal, April 22, 
1880, pretended to be encouraged because: 

Kansas is herself again. The wind blows and the dust and sand flies, but 
no rain descends. A newcomer asked one of our fellow townsmen if it always 
blew this way in Kansas. He replied that there were perhaps two or three 
days during the year that it did not. He guessed it. 


The Eureka correspondent of the Salina Herald, April 24, thought 
the storm of April 18 the worst in ten years, and another com- 
munity reporter agreed it was the worst ever known in Kansas, 
“the dust and dirt in some houses was nearly an inch deep.” The 
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Salina Journal, April 22, thought “The kind of rain storms we are 
having are very monotonous,” and 

never before within the memory of the oldest inhabitant was there just such 
a “blow” as that of last Sunday [April 18]. It was positively the most dis- 
agreeable day that we ever experienced, and nine-tenths of the people formed 
the same opinion. If “walking” had been a popular way of travel, we believe 
the whole Salina population would have joined in an exodus. The wind 
howled all day, bringing with it clouds of dust, and not a corner of the best 
built house was free of a deposit of dirt. Houses shook and trembled as a 
reed in the wind, and people wondered if anything would be left of them in 
24 hours. May such a day never intrude its ugly presence in this country 
again. 

On the same days that Kansas was having its big dust storm 
the country east was having tornadoes and other destructive wind 
storms. Some Kansas papers gave little or no attention to Kansas 
storms—they were not news to local readers—but printed long ac- 
counts of Eastern destruction. The Journal just quoted contained 
this paragraph on April 22: 

Wonderful what a quieting effect the news of the terrific storm on Sunday 
in Missouri and Illinois had upon so many disheartened people hereabouts. 
It turned out that the wind blew elsewhere, than in Western Kansas. 


The Salina Herald, April 24, met the issue in this fashion: 


Although Kansas does not claim immunity from high winds, this state 
does claim to be as free from wind storms as other states, east or west. While 
our plains are not a portion of the garden of Eden, they are far from being 
a desert. We have a good country, subject to only such draw-backs as are 
found in other states newly settled. Kansas is a good state. 


The McPherson Freeman, April 23, admitted that: 


Sunday was a fearful day of wind and clouds of dust. We went for “the 
oldest inhabitant,” and interviewed him. He had never seen the like. The 
air was filled with dust, and the appearance was that of an approaching 
storm. 


The Marion County Record, April 23, conceded that it could have 
been worse: 

The youngest inhabitant will scarcely live long enough to forget the wind 
that visited this section early Sunday [April 18] morning, and remained all 
day long—a constant tempest from sunrise till sunset. It was, so far as one 
could see through the dust, almost wholly unaccompanied by clouds, and yet 
the wind blew almost with the force of a hurricane. Dense clouds of dust ob- 
scured the sun, giving to the day a wierd, gloomy, yellow appearance, which 
no pen can describe. The beating winds drove the powdered dust through 
every crevice, until one could write his name upon the furniture in most of 
the houses. It was a storm simply indescribable. But those of our people 
who were discouraged by it, and who, as is too customary on such occasions, 
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at once begun to deride Kansas, should be thankful that it was no worse than 
it was, and not as bad as elsewhere. 

From Chase and Greenwood counties, in the midst of the blue- 
stem-pasture country, the reports were similar: “More real estate 
left Rock creek last Sunday than was ever known before,” and in 
the Prairie Hill community “The air was so full of dust that you 
could not see an object as large as a house one quarter of a mile 
distant. The wind changed from the south to the northwest in the 
evening and ice was formed one half inch in thickness. ae 
At Elmdale the “dirt is drifted like snow,” and at Madison, “dirt 
drifted from fields like snow—but darker.” *¢ 

The Troy Kansas Chief, in two successive issues, April 22, 29, 
1880, paid its respects to the dust storm and its effects in the fol- 
lowing paragraphs: 

Sunday afternoon, this part of the country was visited with another rain- 
storm, accompanied with some hail, which was heavy in some parts. This 
was succeeded by one of those singular sand-storms from the west, like the 
one several weeks ago. At night the wind shifted to the northwest, and blew 


a fearful gale all night, and so cold that ice was frozen to the thickness of 
half an inch or more. 

The prospects in a large proportion of Western and Southwestern Kansas 
are very discouraging. They have had no rain for months; the wheat is 
about ruined, and unless they have good rains soon, it will be useless to put 
in corn. The recent fine rains that we have had, extended back but a very 
short distance. Persons who have been in Marshall County, say that the 
dust is drifted like snow in Winter, and that it is almost unbearable. Even 
as far east as Brown and Nemaha, we learn that the wheat crop will be very 
light. The sand-storms we have been having, had not far to come, after 
all. 


For some time after the big storm of April 18, the wind and dust 
continued. The Ford County Globe, Dodge City, reported on April 
20, “Another fine shower of ———— sand this a. m.” The dust con- 
tinued into May. The Marion County Record, May 14, related 
how trains were delayed four hours on account of sand storms near 
the Kansas-Colorado line. The Larned Chronoscope of the same 
date complained: 

What an atrocious and irritating affliction are our periodical dust storms! 
To give the Kansas dust-storms their due, when our meteorological affairs are 
in their normal condition, they are generally followed by a refreshing shower, 
but this season it is only followed by another “dry-storm.” 

A letter written at Hugo, Colo., described the conditions in that 
area for the Ellsworth Reporter, April 29, 1880, which visualizes 


oa* Chase County Leader, Cottonwood Falls, April 22, 1880; Topeka Capital, April 20, 
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somewhat the drought conditions on the High Plains livestock 
country: 


Kansas people would have us believe that the Great American Desert 
spoken of by geographers is a mythe but I am fully convinced of its existence 
and I think if any one who would stop here for a week would never doubt 
of its existence. 

We are located on Sand creek which is one of the branches of the Smoky. 
There is some water running above the sand part of the distance but consid- 
erable of it running under the surface. There are a few small cottonwoods 
along its banks which is the only timber in sight. The country is mostly 
composed of sand hills with a little sage brush, wild cactus and very thin 
grass. The only green thing in sight is the wild cactus. The sand hills look 
as if they might burn over were there grass enough upon them to get up a 
prairie fire, which I should very much doubt. There are some stock ranches 
in the vicinity, although none near town and I do not see what stock would 
find to eat on the barren fields. 

On a clear morning we see the everlasting snow clad summit of Pikes Peak, 
which is reported to be one hundred miles away. 

A Reno county review of the situation in that county will serve 
appropriately to close this phase of the story: 

This part of the Arkansas valley is having a remarkably dry and dusty 
time so far this spring. We have had no rain to speak of since early in No- 
vember, and the result is that with an unusual amount of very strong wind, 
real estate has been changing hands at an exceedingly rapid rate, and, that 
too, with little regard to title deeds or fair consideration. Some are dis- 
couraged and are trying to get away, but the most of us are still hopeful and 
determined. I am not sure but an occasional bad season is a good thing to 
cull out and drive away the faint hearted and grumbling class of com- 
munity who lack perseverence and fortitude. The country can spare such 
very well.27 

During the two decades under review the records are explicit evi- 
dence that both kinds of dust storms were recurrent: Dust carried 
along the surface by the driving force of the wind, and dust lifted 
into the upper layers of the atmosphere by turbulence of the air 
mass and carried some distance before it descended as a dustfall. 
The descriptions selected for use have been quoted in full to place 
before the reader all the facts and to remove doubt that these con- 
clusions are a matter of actual records and not interpretations of 
the records by the writer. Some of the descriptions standing alone 
would not seem conclusive, and might be open to different interpre- 
tations, but the accumulation of them by different writers dealing 
with the same event or similar events makes the meaning positive. 
The description by one newspaper supplies one aspect, while the 


27. The Stock, Farm and Home Weekly, Kansas City, May 1, 1880. 
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comment of a second fills in other details, possibly only one of the 
group will mention the prevalence of dust, and finally several years 
later other writers will refer to the earlier event as a standard of 
measurement of severity of dust storms. This occurred explicitly 
with respect to the descriptions of 1860, 1870 and less explicitly 
with respect to others. Although the dust mentioned in some in- 
stances could be settled by a street sprinkler this record provides 
conclusive evidence that such an interpretation could not explain 
more than a few.28 The completeness of coverage of the storms of 
1879 and 1880 by both the federal weather bureau records and the 
local press, and the admissions, repeated many times, that these 
were a regular thing, all combine to remove any doubt of the sub- 
stantial correctness of the interpretations presented here. 

A further conclusion should be made explicit. The descriptions 
included in this paper with a few designated exceptions are drawn 
from eastern and middle Kansas sources. The storms themselves, 
as distinguished from the source of the descriptions, occurred in 
eastern and middle Kansas. Eastern Kansas of the 1940’s is a 
sound and stable agricultural section devoted to corn, dairying and 
mixed farming. Middle Kansas is the heart of the hard winter 
wheat region. Neither of these sections should be confused with 
the propaganda about the alleged “Dust Bowl.” No informed per- 
son would contend that a dust menace threatened with destruc- 
tion a sound agriculture in these sections. Farmers learned how 
to handle the soil and the conclusion seems legitimate that there 
has been less severe soil blowing in these parts of Kansas in the 
twentieth century than occurred prior to 1881, the period reviewed 
thus far in these articles. 

With respect to the origin of the dust present in these dust storms, 
it is clear that part of it was derived from eastern and middle Kan- 
sas, practically all of it involved in the first type of dust storm, 
where the soil material was driven along the surface. Part of the 
dust material had its origin west of the 100th meridian in the plains 
and in the deserts west of the Rocky Mountains, and this is par- 
ticularly the case with respect to the second type of storm. The 
descriptions of 1880 were most conclusive as to how some of the 
dust clouds came in from high elevations and in many cases their 
approach was evident before they arrived. 

The problem of frequency and severity of the second type of dust 
storm presents some difficulties, but the date of 1880 is particu- 


28. 


-... See especially the Atchison Champion article, April 14, 1880 (quoted on p. 287), 
Cc er 


mphasized that the storm was worse on the open prairie than within the city. 
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larly important as a basing point for a discussion of the subject. 
The apparent increase in frequency to the present (1946) may 
mean that the dust menace was becoming progressively worse, or 
it may mean only that the records are more complete. In 1880 
middle Kansas was only partly settled and comparatively speak- 
ing only a minor proportion of the grass cover was broken by the 
plow. The west third of the state of Kansas, and similarly for the 
country to the north and south, the plains country west of the 
100th meridian, was scarcely touched by agricultural settlement. 
The slaughter of the buffalo had just run its course in the early 
1870’s, and the overstocking of the short-grass country with range 
cattle and sheep did not occur until the decade of the 1880’s. The 
extent to which the dust material of these storms originated west 
of the 100th meridian is conclusive in demonstrating the fact that 
the desert and the plains were always subject to wind erosion 
wherever and whenever the circumstances were such that the vege- 
tational cover was weakened by drought, prairie fires and animals 
sufficiently to expose the dry top soil to the action of the winds, 
especially during the windy periods of spring and fall. The aspect 
that is more difficult to deal with is that of severity of the dust 
storms. Meteorologists to the present day (1946) have not devised 
any quantitative method of measuring severity. Prior to 1880, 
with systematic and an even approximation of standardized weather 
reporting nonexistent, the best descriptions leave much to be de- 
sired. It may be that overgrazing of the grasslands and the estab- 
lishing of agriculture west of the 100th meridian did add to both 
frequency and severity—it may be, but it has not been proved. 
As in the case of eastern and middle Kansas, about which the 
record is so much more positive, it may be that where handled 
with efficiency commensurate with knowledge of the problem the 
dust menace is no more frequent or more severe in that region 
either. These are matters about which no onc is in a position to 
be dogmatic. On one aspect of the problem, however, the writer 
is certain, both the relative frequency and severity of the dust 
storms were grossly misrepresented during the drought period of 
the 1930’s, and the public and the scientific world are badly mis- 
informed about the whole subject. 


(A Third and Concluding Article Will Follow Dealing With 
“Dust Storms, 1881-1901’’) 
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A Hoosier in Kansas 


The Diary of Hiram H. Young, 1886-1895 
Pioneer of Cloud County 


PART Two, 1890-1891 
Edited by PoweLt Moore 

UNE, 1890 

8 Sunday. Childrens Day at Hendersons Grove. Dr. Me- 
Casey & family Dinnered with us. Had (2) Bottles of Beer. Alba 
and the boys went to church in the evening. Preaching by Mrs 
Rev. Bushong. 

9 Monday Pretty fair Day. Boys plowed corn. The old 
man hoed weeds. Dry and dusty fearful dry. 

10 Tuesday. Blessed little rain last night. . . . Every 
thing looks bright and fresh this morning. Little spotted Sow 
piged last night 5 Pigs. Fearful warm after noon, 98 in the 
Shade. Boys plowed corn. Cleaned House. 

11 Wednesday. Bully Day. Good rain last night. Jack 
Matthews Helping plow corn for what John listed for him. Every- 
thing looks fresh and vigorous. Boss. Boss. Finished plowing the 
listed corn the first time 

12 Thursday. Pretty fair day. Went to Aurora after dinner. 
Cigars 10¢. Played a few games of high (5) Had 1 Bottle Beer. 
Home 74% P. M. Fearful Hot after Dinner. . . . 9 P. M. 
High wind south. 

13 Friday. High wind S. W. Fearful dusty. Disagreeable 
Boys plowing corn. Bad Dusty and Disagreeable work. Fearful 
Wind. Cloudy & Hot. 9 P M Awful Hot. 10 P M_ wind 
changed to north and turned cooler. Rained a little bit during the 
night. Sold 18 chickens $4.50 

14 Saturday. Fair day. Wind northwest. Mother John 
George and Mabel went to town. The old Man went to Rice after 
noon with A D Goble. Attended Alliance at Hen Peck.2* Paid 
Dues for John & myself 50¢ 


Dr. PowELL Moore, of 444 Highland, Hammond, Ind., is assistant professor of history at 
the Calumet Center of the Indiana University Extension Division. His wife, a daughter of 
George A. Young, is a granddaughter of Hiram Young, the diarist. 


23. This is his first reference to the Farmer’s Alliance. It is possible that he became a 


member some time during the period from July 14, 1889, to June 8, 1890, when there were 
ho entries in the diary. 
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15 Sunday fair Day Wind 8S. E. Alba sick. John & Mabel 
went to Sunday school. Little Sow Piged last night 4 (Pigs). 
Charley came Home 10 P. M. with Telegram that Father was not 
expected to live. This is Sad news indeed. Jim Hageman came 
with Charley. 

16 Monday. A little rain last night and a good Shower this 
morning. Went to town with Jack Matthews. Home 1% P M. 
rained a little bit coming Home. Bought Tobacco 25¢ gum 5¢ 
candy 10¢ = 40¢. Cloudy and cool. Boys plowing corn. 

17 Tuesday. Great good rain last night. Everything bright 
and fresh this morning. Went to Rice. Sold 6 Hogs weight 1560 
Price 3.15 = $49.14 Bought rope 60¢ Tobacco 45¢ axel grease 
25¢ Ink 5¢= $1.35 Home til 1 P. M. Received J. C. Zimmer- 
mans Tax receipt from Henry Bolen The last 4% for 1889. 

18 Wednesday. Pretty fair day, wind South & South west. 
Alba went to Rice after Dinner. Shut off 9 Pigs from 2 Sows 

19 Thursday. Cloudy & Pleasant. Good rain last night. The 
best this spring. Ground well soaked. Went to town from Rice 
on the train 17¢ 1 Bottle Beer 25¢ Staid all night with Dr. Mc- 
Casey. 

20 Friday Paid my tax & Interest on 40 acres School land, 
$26.75 Tobacco 10¢ Cigars 10¢ coat and vest 2.00 Shoes 4.00 
Subscription to Blade 1.00 socks & Han[d]kerchiefs 50¢ = $34.62. 
[?] Came home with Jack Matthews 

21 Saturday Fair day. Mother & John went to Rice gave 
Mother 1.00 

22 Sunday. Fearful hot Mother Alba Mabel & Freddie 
went to Aurora. Dry & hot. 

23 Monday. High wind S. Boys plowed corn. Dusty & Hot. 
Disagreeable. 

24 Tuesday. Clear & Hot, wind south. Boys plowing corn. 

25 Wednesday. Clear & hot went to town with F. A. Thomp- 
son Bought Hat 40¢ cigar 5¢, Cheese 55¢ Sugar 1.00 Sundries 
25¢ = $2.25. Home 6 P.M. Dry & Dusty. Loaned Fred Thomp- 
son my Book Looking Backwards 

26 Thursday. Clear & Hot. The Boys finished plowing the 
listed corn the 2nd time. High wind south. Hot and Dry. Stumped 
tail Sow Died yesterday. Burried today. 

27 Friday Hot & Dry. E. W. Rushton Staid all night. Boys 
& Alba went to Clevelands to a party. Went to bed 11 P.M 

28 Saturday. Rained a little this morning. Went to town. 
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Bought Binding Twine 23 lbs. $2.75 Sugar 1.00 Toba. 45¢ birch 
beer 5¢ Rivits 20¢, Brand 25¢ Flour 1.10, Camphor 70¢ = 8.70 
[?] Boys went fishing on the River 

29 Sunday. Great good rain This Morning early. John went to 
Thompsons after dinner. Alba went to Sunday school. Clear and 
Hot, corn is doing fine. A blessed rain This Morning. Dr. McCasey 
& Family came in the evening & Staid all night 

30 Monday Boys plowing corn. went to town after dinner with 
Henderson Medicine 1.00 Burch beer 5¢ Total $1.05. Home in 
good Season. Huscher commenced to Harvest my oats. Broke down. 


July, 1890 

1 Tuesday. Warm & Hot. Huscher cutting oats. John went to 
town with corn Had 26 Bus. price 23 [total] $5.98 Had culti- 
vator Shovels Sha[r]pened .80 Twine 1.65, Meat .55 Fly nets 
$1.75 Total. Attended Twin Mound Alliance 

2 Wednesday. Fine day. . . . John plowing corn. Huscher 
cutting oats, fearful Slow. George Shocking oats. Martha Matthews 
called after dinner. Hot wind N. W. Attend Alliance meeting at 
Hen Peck. 

3 Thursday finished cutting oats. Rained a little after dinner. 
A big cloud of dust preceded the rain. cool after the rain. 

4 Friday July 4th This nation 114 years old today. Plumb 
Creek Alliance attended the celebration on Oak [creek]. Had a 
good time. Home 5PM. Little sow had 5 pigs 

5 Saturday. High wind South. Went to town after dinner 
Mother with me. Bought coffee 50¢ Toba. 45¢ neck yoke 75¢, 
Beef 70¢ = 2.40 Paid C M cash 1.50 for a pair [of] 
shoes I never got. I consider [it] a damed out rage. Borrowed of 
Dr. McCasey Cash $2.00 Mrs Finnegan & Miss Ellison came home 
with us. Staid all night. Attended Twin Mound Alliance in the 
evening. Home at Midnight 

6 Sunday. Clear & Hot. John and Alba went to town Took 
Mrs Finnegan & Miss Ellison Home, started about4 P.M. Fear- 
ful hot, 104 Degrees in the Shade. Corn wilting & rolling up. Begins 
to look dangerous. 

7 Monday Fearful hot 104 in the Shade, wind South. Mrs. 
W. B. Smith came about dark & Staid all night. Started home next 
morning 9 A. M. 

8 Tuesday. Cloudy and fearful warm. Light wind 8S. E. 

9 Wednesday Clear & hot. Sold 5 Hogs weight 1300 3.10 
Per pound = $40.30 Bought Rice 25¢ Tobacco 10¢ = 35¢ Alba 
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went to Rice, fearful hot. Thunder[e]d clouded up and threatened 
rain after noon but failed Fearful warm. Light wind South east 
& south. 106 Degrees in the Shade, this the warmest day this Sea- 
son, up to date. Corn is looking Discouraging. 

10 Thursday Pretty warm Went to town with John after Din- 
ner. Paid Dr. McCasey cash $2.00 for money Borrowed July 5, 
1890. Bought Shoes for John 2.00 Medicine for the old Man 2.00 
Soda 10¢ Tobacco 45¢ Flour $1.10 gave John $1.00 Home 8:40 
P.M. Took Supper with Dr. McCasey John eat Supper with 
Democrat Smith Dry & Dusty. Corn is looking Sad. That is the 
early planted 

11 Friday went to Mat Wilcoxs School House to Co. Alliance. 
Jake Matthews went with me. Home 10:20 P.M. Just got to bed 
and Dr. McCasey called and Staid all night. For Dinner at Co. 
Alliance 25¢ cigars 10¢ Total 35¢. 

11 [12?] Saturday Bright & clear Hot. Went with Dr. Mc- 
Casey to Nelse Courvilles, Home 10:20 A.M. Hot Corn looking 
Sick. 

13 Sunday Clear & Hot. Went to Sawdy[s], F. A. Thompson 
and wife were there. Good visit, Fearful Hot. . . . Thisis my 
old Fathers Birth day, 86 years old today. May God spare him 
longer is the wish of his son. 

14 Monday Hot Hoter Hotest Stacking oats. Jack Mat- 
thews Stacking and E M De Graff is assisting. Hot Hot 106 in 
the Shade. About 6 PM wind changed to N. E. and fearful for 
awhile. Old Jimmy Acton called and Staid for Supper. Dr. Mc- 
Donald called in the evening. Threatened rain but at this time 
9:15 P.M. no prospect. Corn looks Sad. The old Man is Some- 
what Discouraged. 

15 Tuesday. Cloudy & warm. Finished Stacking Oats, went 
to Rice. Received news that my Sister Caroline Mrs. J. C. Zim- 
merman was dead. Died July 12, 1890. George went to Huschers, 
Paid Huscher cash $15.00 for cutting 20 acres of Oats. Bought 
Sugar $1.00 cigar 5¢ stamps 4¢ paper 10¢ = $1.19. 

16 Wednesday. Fearful hot after noon. Cloudy & hazy in the 
morning. Mrs Goble Mollie Kitt and Alice Miller called after 
noon and Staid for Supper. Attended Alliance meeting at the 
Center. High wind South. 

17 Thursday Cloudy & warm Brought my Cattle from Long- 
tins pasture. 4 yearlings 2 cows and2 calves. 8 inall. Home with 
cattle 9:30 AM _ Boys went to help Jack Matthews Stack Oats. 
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18 Friday. Cloudy & warm. Boys helped Jack Matthews stack 
Oats till noon. Went fishing after noon. Fishermans luck. John 
Henderson Taylor Called in the evening. Hot all day Wind S. E. 
Corn looks bad and the old Man is Discouraged. Bluer than thunder 

19 Saturday clear & hot. Attend[ed] Alliance meeting [at] 
the Center. Had our organ there. Bill Savary and A. J. McCallister 
spoke. Big crowd and a good time. 

20 Sunday. Clear & hot. Went to Dave Skeels. In the evening 
Clouded up Thundered and promised rain but it all blow[ed] 
away. 

21 Monday. Cloudy & hot. Killed a hog, fearful hot. Frying 
down meat Warm Job for poor folks. Alba Mother Freddie 
and Mabel went to Kellenbargers after noon. I went to Gobles 
after Dinner. Cloudy and pleasant in the evening. Promised rain 
but all blowed away. Corn sick. The old man Discouraged. 

22 Tuesday. Cloudy & warm went to town with Mother and 
Freddie. Bought flour 2.00 Tea 40¢ Tob 45¢ starch 5¢ 1 glass 
burch beer 5¢, gave Mother $1.00 swingletree hook for buggy 
10¢ = $4.05 Blessed good rain in the afternoon. We are now more 
hopeful that [we] will have a little corn. John & George helped 
William Lillibridge stack oats % day for fun. Thank God for the 
rain. 

23 Wednesday. Clear and pleasant. Boys helped John Secrist 
Thresh after noon. Wash Day. Corn looking Sick prospect awful 
poor for this [year]. it cant make one fourth of a crop at the best. 
God only knows how we will get along. Our chances are poor 
enough at the best. 

24 Thursday. Clear & cool. Went to town after noon. Bought 
Sugar 1.00 pepper 15¢ Oat Meal 25¢ Tooth picks 10¢ 1 Pair 
over alls 85¢ Alliant $1.00 Steel traps 60¢ Total $3.95 Home 
7PM _ Subscribe[d] for the Alliant. 

25 Friday Pretty good day. Wind North & N. E. and S. E. & 
E. John went to Montys, Monty came in the evening. 

25 [26?] Saturday. Wind S E & E. Threshed my Oats 540 
Bushels Due Monty Helpers $8.10 Jack Matthews 2 Hand & 
team 2 Huschers. (2 Secrist. Settled) 2 Hendersons, 1 Bertram 
Each % day Hot & Dry and dusty corn petered out. Oats light 
crop. We will go over the hill. 

26 [277] Sunday Clear & warm. Mother Mabel Freddie 
and the old Man went to Thompsons Proff Sawdy wife and chil- 
dren and H. De Wade were there. Home 7 P.M. Alba went to 
Stoners The boys at home. 
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27 [28?] Monday. Clearand warm. High wind South. Fearful 
wind & Dust this is the last day for our corn. Good by[e] corn. 
We did our best to get you. But failed A great amount of hard 
work lost without any return. 7 in our family 95 acres of corn 
gone. Hard winter in Store for us. It will take grit and economy 
to winter here. Boys helped old Henderson Thresh till noon. After 
noon they went to Huschers. Hotterthana . . . after dinner. 
Its good by[e] John. 

28 [29?] Tuesday. High wind S. Mother John George 
Fred Mabel & Alba went to town. The old Man left at home 
alone. The wind blowed all night and still blowing this morning. 
This is the last Day on earth for the corn for this year. Good by[e] 
Dear Corn we tried hard to get you but failed. How we will 
winter “God” knows. 

29 [307] Wednesday. . . . Sold 4 Hogs 1230 lbs 3.20 
lb. = $39.36. Received cash $5.00 on hogs. Balance due $34.36 
Corn played out. . . . 108 degrees in the Shade. 

31 Thursday Clear and hot, wash day. Wind change[d] to 
West North and N E and E. Beautifully warm. . . . This 
is School meeting day 2 P.M. The old man was elected Treas- 
ure[r] for 3 years, Col. Smith and family came and Staid all night. 
Mother & Mabel Sick during the night 


August, 1890 

1 High wind South. Went fishing Dave Skeels Old man Lilli- 
bridge E. B. Lillibridge W. B. Lillibridge W. S. Lillibridge 
Charley Lillibridge Charley Muller George Layman Col. Smith, 
John, George and the old man. Caught about 300 lbs Home 8 P. 
M. Col. Smith and family Staid all night 

2 Saturday went to town with Smith. Staid all night with 
Smith. Went to Alliance on the bottom no Alliance. Rained a 
good Shower. 

3 Sunday. Came home Smith brought me home. Had a glass 
of beer with Dr. McCasey, Home 10 A. M. Cool and fresh this 
morning. Dr. McCasey & family here for Dinner 

4 Monday. Rained a little Shower last night. The old man went 
to Lillibridges John went to town to Co. Alliance. George went 
fishing. Cloudy & cool. Wind north. Cool. Alba went to Kellen- 
bargers went to Rice after dinner. Received from Reed $34.35 
Due on Hogs Had 2 plow Shears Sharpened 50¢. George caught a 
good mess of fish John came home about dark. Gave John Cash 
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90¢, Mother’s Shoes repaired 60¢ Ida Kellenbarger Staid all 
night. Woodruff Threshed to day. Lillibridges all a little better. 

5 Tuesday clear & pleasant. Commenced to plow Oats s[t]ub- 
ble The old Man unwell, Gut ache. Ida Kellenbarger went home 
this morning. 

6 Wednesday. Good day. Went to Sawdys it being his 68 
birth day. Quite a good crowd was there. Fred Thompson made 
a little speech. John & George went to Sawdys in the evening. At 
night I went to People’s Caucus, was made chairman. W. A. Pierce 
J. B. Campbell & George Greathouse were elected delegates [to] 
convention for the 9th. 

7 Thursday. Good Day. Wash day. Sada Farnum is here. 
The boys are plowing Oats ground. Fearful plowing ground dry 
fearful dry. Boys played ball after noon. Mrs. John S. Campbell 
died. Fearful hot 108 [degrees] in the Shade. Corn Just all dried 
up. What the poor farmer will do is hard to tell. 

8 Friday. Nice cool day Wind north & north east Went to 
Rice with the old wagon to have it cut down, cost $6.00 John 
George & Freddie went with me. Alba went fishing with Sadie 
Farnum As. Burris & Ed. Hass. John went to Bolens in [the] 
evening. 

9 Saturday. cloudy & cool. Sowed turnip seed yesterday. 
Rained a little this morning. Loaned C. C. Eye Tom to go to 
town Left his horse in our stable. F. A. Thompson left his horse 
in our stable. Big Ball game in our pasture. Went to Alliance 
F. A. Thompson had Supper with us and went to the Alliance and 
Staid all night. Home 10 P. M. Commenced to Rain 10 P M 

10 Sunday. Good rain last night. Cloudy and cool this morn- 
ing. Good rain. 

11 Monday cloudy & cool. Boys plowed Oats ground. Jacob 
& Martha went to town after Dinner. J. T. Henderson Called this 
morning. 

12 Tuesday cloudy & cool wind south east. Boys plowing. 
A moving outfit stop[p]ed for water who came from Oregon with 
team and wagon. They Started last May 3 months on the way 
Bound for old Mo. 

13 Wednesday. Cloudy & warm. John went to Alex. Had- 
leys to See about Seed wheat & Rye. Received Cash from J. T. 
Henderson $1.11 school money. Bought Sugar $1.00 Sime Farnum 
& family Called to day. Frank Ellison from Topeka came today 
after Dinner. Bought 8 Bushels Rye 60¢ per bus. = $4.80 Boys 
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and Alba went in the evening to W. A. Pierces. Received a card 
from G W Coffey President Co. Alliance. 

14 Thursday Cloudy & warm. Heck Martin stop[p]ed for 
water Dave Skeels and crew stop[p]ed at noon. Dave Had din- 
ner with us. The boys went fishing with Dave. Fisherman home 
in good Season. No fish. 

15 Friday cloudy & cool Boys plowing. Alba went to Rice. 
Walt Kinzer called in the forenoon. Ground getting dry. Mother 
Freddie Mabel & the Old Man went to town after dinner. Staid 
all night with Dr. McCasey. 

16 Saturday Cloudy & cool Bought flour P. P. 2 Sacks 2.20 
Tobacco 45¢ Lye 25 broom 25¢ Baking powder 50¢ = 3.70 [?] 
Home high twelve. Attended Alliance at the Center in the after 
noon. Ball game at home after noon. 10 PM _ cloudy & cool. 

17 Sunday good day. Walt Kinzer was here for dinner. John 
Henderson Burroughs & young Decker Called after noon. 

18 Monday. Cloudy & warm. Wash day, cleaned Hen House. 
Alba went to Kellenberger’s [in] after noon. Boys cut corn after 
noon. Paid Monty Cash $4.00. Due Monty 4.10 Loaned John 
Miller my wagon 

19 Tuesday Cloudy and cool. Rained a little in the morning. 
Loaned Lillibridge my wagon. Frank Ellison went to town, from 
Rice. The old man under the weather to day. Brought old wagon 
from Shop Paid $6.00 for repairs. 

20 Wednesday. Good day. Sawdy & family Sime Farnum «& 
family visited us. Had good time. Dr. McCasey was here for 
Dinner. Boys halled out manure. Sold 2 Steers and 1 Calf for 
30.00 to be delivered in Concordia next Monday. Received Cash 
on cattle $1.00 Poor Sale, Cattle too cheap. 

21 Thursday Went to town with John Bergeron Came home 
Sick. Awful Sick during the night Dr. McDonald Called and 
perscribed for Mabel did it for fun. 

22 Friday Show day. Boys and Alba went to town. The old 
Man Sick Dull and all broke up. 

23 Saturday. Cloudy and cool. Went to Aurora early in the 
morning. Got medicine, 70¢ Deck card[s] 20¢ Total 90¢ Home 
8.30 A. M. The old Man considerable under the weather, fearful 
Sick last night. Rained a little. 

24 Sunday cloudy & cool. Mother & children went to church. 
Mr & Mrs Hibs and Mrs Coat came home with them & Staid for 
dinner and Supper. The Boys and Alba went to church. Big 
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Storm South & South east 8:30 P. M. The old Man considerable 
under the weather. 

25 Monday. Went to town with 3 Steers. Received Cash 
balance due on them $29.00 Bought Pants 2.75 Shoes for 
George 1.65 Tobacco 10¢ lamp chimney 10¢ = $4.60. Fearful 
big rain in town. Good rain at home. 

26 Tuesday. Bright & clear. Boys plowing. Gave Mother 
Cash $5.25. Spotted Sow Piged 5 Ps. Dr. McCasey called on 
his way to Leander Brickers. I went with him. Stop[p]led at 
Aurora. Paid for irons 10¢ 4 bolts 10¢ Pepsin 15¢ = 35¢. Dr. 
Got 1 Pint Brandy. Stop[p]ed at F. A. Thompson. Had a drink 
Fred. Home at dark. Dr. Staid for supper. Played high 5 till 
10 P. M. then Dr. started home. 

27 Wednesday. Clear & cool. Wash day. Wind West Jakes 
Sister had Pigs yesterday. Settled in full with Monty Paid him 
cash $4.05. Due Monty 10¢ Jack Matthews cut my alfalfa ™% 
day. Mother Freddie & the old man went to Rice in the evening 
Bought Sugar 1.00 crackers 25¢ Pens 5¢ paper 10¢ ink 10¢ 
= 1.50. Home 8 P.M. The old man unwell. 

28 Thursday 

29 Friday went to town with Dave Skeels. Cigars 10¢. 
Home 2 P. M. Went to the Center to the Alliance. 

30 Saturday Went to town with Mother. Bought sugar 1.00 
Coffee 50¢ cigar 5¢=1.55. Home 5 p. m. went down on the 
Bottom to No. 8 Dis. to Alliance. John Jack Matthews & George 
Layman went with me. Home Low twelve, or mid night. Had 
Dinner with W B Smith in Concordia. Boys played Ball Down 
on the Bottom this after noon. 

31 Sunday Clear & warm. High wind South east. John & 
Alba went to Sawdys. Young Demamie was burried today. 
Mother George, Freddie and Mabel attended the burial. The 
old Man at home alone. Wrote a communication to the Blade. 
Sadie Farnum came home with Alba & John. John George Alba 
Sadie Farnum and old John Henderson Burroughs went to Dis. 40 
to church Nigger Preacher. 


September, 1890 

1 Monday. Cloudy & hot. Boys cut corn. Alba took Sadie 
Farnum to Rice. High wind South 

2 Tuesday. Fearful wind & dust Went to Bergeron’s sale and 
Stood around there all day like a damphool. Home 4 P.M Hot 
wind and Dusty Awful bad day Boys cut corn. Women Folks 
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visiting. Barcelo Stop[p]ed for water. Cows sold at from $15.00 to 
$24.00 Horses dirt cheap. 

3 Wednesday. Boys cut corn. I went to Rice with Goble. 
Bought Toba. 50¢. Received Card of invitation from A. H. Dougall 
to attend the reunion of 88th Ind. Vol. Also from A. J. Hadley 
inviting me to attend their Alliance next Friday after noon. 
Rained a little at dark 

4 Thursday. Cloudy & Hot John & the old Man worked on 
the road. Hard Job. George went to Thompson’s in the Morning. 

5 Friday. High wind South Went to Pleasant Valjljey to 
Alliance, F.A. Thompson John & I. 

6 Saturday. John Alba & I went to town. Sugar 1.00 Mrs 
McCasey & Children came home with us. Switze Goble Called. 
Dr. McCasey came in about 9.30 P M Played high 5 til 12 P M. 
Rained Hard. Buggy repaired 50¢ 

7 Sunday. Great big rain last night best in one year. Dr. 
McCasey and family Started home 5 P M. John went [to] 
Sawdys’ bought a pup 50¢. 

8 Monday. Good day. Boys Sowing Rye & Cultivating in 
Rye. Peeled apples to dry. 

9 Tuesday. Pretty good day. Finished cultivating Rye. John 
Harrowed wheat ground. Cut Sunflowers. Peeled apples. Gave 
John Secrist 3 Sack fulls of apples. Old Berk Sow made pigs. 
John Secrist Called. Secrist gave us a mess oi fresh pork yester- 
day. 

10 Wednesday. Wash Day. Cloudy & Cool. John Harrow- 
ing with three Horses. Measured wheat ground: 5 10/160 acres. 
Henderson stop[p]ed this morning. Dave Allen of Sulphur springs 
Called after dinner. A queer Democrat that Can’t vote the peo- 
ples ticket 

11 Thursday. Cloudy & high wind South east. Mother Alba 
Mabel & Freddie went to J. E. Beans. John & George went to A. 
J. Hadleys for seed wheat. The old Man at home alone. Seed 
wheat $5.40 Tobacco 50¢ Postage 4¢ = $5.94. Threatening rain 
this evening. Thun[d]ering & lightening 

12 Thursday [Friday?]. Rained a little last night. High wind 
north Cold and cloudy. John & Alba went to Rice. Jack 
Matthews returned my harness last night. 

13. Good day for Saturday. Went to town with Mother. Bought 
flour $2.75 Tobacco 30¢, Gave Mother 2.00 Bought Oak sea[n]t- 
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ling for Jack Matthews for Rake head 80¢ Dinner 10¢ meat 80¢ 
= 6.80 [?] Home 5 P.M. Had a good visit while in town. 

14 Sunday. A. J. McCallister Staid all night with us last night. 
Started home 10 A. M. Mrs. & Mr. Cleveland visited us today 
also John Henderson Taylor. John went to town with Jim Bert- 
ram. George & Alba went to church at the Center this evening. 
Bully good day. Cloudy & pleasant. Rather cool. 

15 Monday Sowed wheat. Bought Seed 1 Bus. % bus. of 
J. A. Secrist % Bus. of A. J. Hadley. John went to Rice. Re- 
c[e]ived a letter from President Coffey and from J. B. French, 
State Secretary.** 

16 Tuesday Jack Matthews mowed. Went to town after Din- 
ner. Sold Tom and Jim. Tom for $65.00 Jim $100.00 = Total 
$165.00 Bought 1 glass birch beer 5¢. Left my buggy in town. 
Dr. Day V.S. brought me home. 

17 Wednesday. Fearful high wind South. Halling hay. Bad 
Day for that business. Old Man Regnier helping us. Jimmy Ac- 
ton Called this morning. Mother Sick. Dr. Day Called. I went 
with him to Aurora for Dr. McDonald. Home 4 P. M. and Said 
Mother had neuraligia. Paid him Cash $2.50 Finished Stacking 
hay late. Due Henry Regnier 1 day. Fearful warm after dinner. 
8 P. M. Mother better. Filled the mow with hay & 1 stack out 
Side 

18 Thursday. Went to Clyde. Heard Judge Peffer** Speak. 
Big crowd. Big speech. rained hard at Clyde. Rail road fare to 
Clyde 52¢ Kerosene oil 1.10 Dinner 25¢ Develish poor Dinner 
for the money. Cigars 15¢. [Total] $2.02. Wind blowed fearful. 
Dusty awful wind and Dust. Home 5 P. M John & Switze 
Goble went to town to hear Peffer speak Home 12 low 12. 
Mother better. 

19 Friday. Pretty good day. Killed a hog, Borrowed Gobles 
Sausage grinder. Jack Matthews came after his harness. 

20 Saturday. cloudy & warm Went to town, Bought 4 hal- 
ters 3.00 rope 40¢ hatchet 85¢ Gave John $1.50. Stoner for 
organ at school house $3.00 Total $8.75. Attended Peoples Cau- 
cus at the Center. was made chairman & elected delegat[e] to 
the Aurora Convention for Sept. 23rd also delegat[e] to Co Con- 
vention at Concordia the 27th 1890. Went to Alliance meeting 


24. Coffey was county president of the People’s party, and it appears that French was 
State secretary of the same party. 

25. Judge W. A. Peffer was editor of The Kansas Farmer, Topeka, and a Populist writer 
ia E. Connelley, A Standard History of Kansas and Kansans (Chicago, 
918), p. 1156. 
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at Hen Peck, No 1304. A buisy day for the old Man. Boys 
Played Ball at Rice this after noon. 

21 Sunday. Good day. Cloudy and Pleasant. Alba & John 
went to Sunday School. Played High (5). 

22 Monday. Wash Day Jack Matthews came 9 A. M. to 
mow. John helped him. . . . John took me to Dave Skeels 
after night. Staid all night with Dave Skeels. Good Day, Bully. 

23 Tuesday. fine day no wind. Went to Aurora with Dave 
Skeels. Attende[d] Peoples Party Convention, for representative. 
S. O. Everly [Everley?] was nominated on Second Ballot. W. C. 
Campbell was chairman Bill Savery [Savary? of Clyde] Secre- 
tary, Called on F A Thompson who is sick came home with A. 
J. Hadley. Came home from Aurora about Sundown. Medicine 
for Mother 50¢, cigars 10¢, Donation for School house 10¢. = 70. 
F. A. Thompson Seriously ill, Malaria fever, Dr. McDonald the 
Attending Physician. Boys halled hay. Henry Reginer [Regnier] 
helped 1 day. 

24 Wednesday Cloudy & Pleasant. Finished Mowing & Rak- 
ing. Got in 1 load. Wind East & South East. J. T. Henderson 
Went to train to meet his Mother & Sister. Happy meeting of 
Mother Son & Daughter. Paid J.T. Henderson Cash $5.00 for 
School Order No 59. Paid the Money out of my own Pocket. Did 
so for accommodation. 

25 Thursday. Cloudy & Pleasant. Finished Halling hay, til 
noon. Mother, Alba, Mabel & Freddie went to Stoners Mother 
& Daughter, J. T. Hendersons Mother & Sister came this morn- 
ing. Mrs. H. B. Parvin Called to day. Went to town after Din- 
ner with J. T. Henderson. Home 6 P. M. Bought cigar 5¢ lamp 
chimney 5¢ = 10¢ 

26 Friday Good day John & Alba went to Rice. Mother 
went to Hendersons. . . . Went to the Center in the evening. 
S. O. Everly and A. J. McCallister made speeches. Good crowd. 

27 Saturday Went to town. Peoples Party Convention. C. 
C. Stoner was nominated for Judge of Probate. Big crowd in 
town Home 8 P. M. The Boys Helped Jack Matthews Stack 
Hay All day. Big Day for the Peoples party. Captain [B. F.] 
Rose [of Meredith] nominated for Clerk of District Clerk [Court] 
and Mrs A[lice] S. Bates [of Lyon township] for county Superin- 
tendant. Big good strong tick[et] & I hope it will win. Bought 
; [pair of] shoes for Mabel at Neitzels 1.75 cigars 10¢ Total 
1.85 
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28 Sunday very foggy. Paid the Boys Cash $3.00. The boys 


sais went to Rice. Smoking Tobacco 10¢ = $3.10 Went to Dave Skeels 
“ & F. A. Thompson’s The Political campaign will open Tomorrow. 
The Boys went to Town to church in the evening. Hom[e] low 
- Twelve. 
nite 29 Monday. Bright & clear Boys started to school this morn- 
lly. ing. This is the lst Day of School. Wash Day. 
oe 30 Tuesday. Cloudy & cool. Went to Rice. Received a letter 
“an from Virg. Stewart our Son in law, Stating Nellie our Daugh- 
C. t[e]r Had a daughter, Born September 26th 1890. This is Our 
liens Ist Grand child. Daughter has been married 4 years ago last 
ee April. She being Married 4 and one half years. Proff Dixon * 
re Passed by to day. I think its good by[e] John. Hope so at least. 
10. And trust the whole damed out/[fit] will be Snowed under clear out 
the of Sight. 
ier] October, 1890 
1 Wednesday. Cloudy & Pleasant. Went to town. [J. F. 
‘ak- Willits] Peoples Candidate for Gov. spoke to the multitude esti- 
rson mated at 4000 People. A gala day for the new party. Big crowd 
z of Bought whip 75¢ 
for 2 Thursday. Clear & warm wind South Went to Rice. Re- 
Did ceived 2 letters from Virg [Stewart, Albion, Ind.] 1 stating Father 
was not expected to live, And that Nellie was better. Mother & 
, til Daughter Henderson Called on us today. The old Man unwell. 
ther Paid Box Re[n]t at P.O. at Rice. . . . The old Man made up 
orn- his mind to go back to Indiana. 
Din- 3 Friday morning 4 A. M. The old Man too unwell to think 
amp of going away from home. I give up my trip to Indiana. Gut 
ache this morning. . . . Cant go Must Stay at home, at least 
ther for the present. Misting this morning and During the night. Bad 
ing. morning. Alba went to Rice. Received a letter from Virg stating 
d. Father was Dead. Died September 30th 1890 Age 86 years 2 
C. Months and 19 Days. John Young Born, July 13th 1804 Penn- 
i in sylvania. Died September 30th 1890 Noble County Indiana. 
tack . . . Made a Mason 1825 Pennsylvania. A concience [sic] 
F.] christian all his life. Good By[e] Good old Father. May you rest 
urt ] in Peace. Good by[e]. Cloudy & misty Disagreeable Bad day. 
rin- The old man feels Depressed from the loss & Death of his Father. 
ught 26. J. A. Dixon was nominated by the Republican convention September 25, 1890, as 
‘otal ——- p Rng Be may ee of public instruction.—Concordia Empire, September 25; 
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God be good to the Old Father. He was Kind & good on this earth. 
May he rest in Peace 

4 Saturday. Went to town with Mother & Freddie, bought 
cigars 10¢ Tobacco 40¢, lamp chimney 30¢, Flour 2.55¢ Gave 
Mother 1.00 = $4.35. Attended Alliance meeting at Hen Peck. 

5 Sunday. Misty rained a little Went to see F. A. Thomp- 
son, who is sick, with malaria fever. Bad Disagreeable day. 

6 Monday. Great big fog this morning & forenoon. Pleasant 
after Dinner. Mother Alba, Freddie and Frankie McCasey went 
to Hendersons after dinner. Qunell Called. I sold him our old 
Stover for 25¢. The Old man alone During the afternoon. Dr. 
McCasey Called 10 P. M and Staid all night. 

7 Tuesday. went to coal Bank for coal, bought 1 Ton coal 
2.50 Tobac[c]o 45¢ Total $2.95 Home 5:30 P. M. 

8 Wednesday. Fair day. Went to Meredith’ with George 
Greathouse. John Davis Peoples candidate for congress spoke 
to 300 people. Good time. Home 7 p. m. Greathouse Horse 
Kicked George. Dr. Jeannotte Called in my absence. The Boys 
and Alba went to the Center to a festival. Brought home a few 
acorns from Pipe creek. 

9 Thursday. Cloudy & high wind north. Very disagreeable 
day. Misty, moist quite unpretty. Wash day. Boys at school 
Old Lady Snavely Called in the evening & Staid all night. Boys 
went to Pin Town to hear John Davis speak. 

10 Friday Cloudy & Pleasant Alba went to Rice. Attended 
Alliance meeting at the Center. Home 10:35 P M 

11 Saturday. Cloudy & threatened rain. Went to town, with 
J. O. McIntosh. Attended Co. Alliance was elected a delegate to 
State Alliance to [be] held in Topeka, on the 15 inst. Dinner 25¢ 
cigars 30¢ Total 55¢. Attend[ed] Alliance on Oak creek. Home 
9P.M 

12 Sunday. George went to Thompson’s. Cloudy 

13 Monday. cloudy & cold. High wind north. Went to town. 
Drew from Cloud Co. Bank $100.00 Paid N. W. Thomas note for 
Studebaker wagon bought October 14th 1889 $71.50 In full for 
all demands to date. Bought Day book 20¢ postage 4¢ gave 
Mother 50¢ Total 72.24 Home 11.30 A. M. Fearful wind north. 

14 Tuesday. Ma and Pa and Freddie started this morning for 
Topeka Fearful cold wind S. W. [Written by Alba.] 


27. Meredith post office was located in Meredith township, southern Cloud county.—Ed- 
wards’ Atlas of Cloud County (Quincy, IIl., 1885), pp. 5, 11, 59. 
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15 Wednesday, wash day. Lizzie Bertrand called this morning 
returning the spade. Cold, wind, North. Will Goble called this 
evening. [By Alba.] 

16 Thursday Very pleasant day, the boys at school. Us 
youngsters went to No 8 to hear a darkey speech. Had a splendid 
time. [By Alba.] 

17 Friday, Had a letter from Pa. Chas came out this eve- 
ning started home at 9 P. M. nice day. [By Alba.] 

18 Saturday started [home] from Topeka at 11 A. M. ar- 
rived at Strong City 4 P. M changed cars for Aurora Layed 
over (3) hours. Started from Strong City 6 P. M. At Man- 
chester received telegram ordering Mother & I to come home. Ar- 
rived at Aurora 10 P. M. Arrived at home 11 P. M. We were 
surprised our neighbors had taken possession of our home to ex- 
tend their appreciation and greetings to us. The following named 
neighbors and friends here to receive us, Mrs and Mr Kellenbarger, 
Ida, Henry Sallie, and Geo. Secrist, Will and Mollie Goble Mr 
& Mrs Elias Lillibridge, Lucy, Sarah and Chas Lillibridge. J. E. 
Hagaman Anna McManimie [McManimee?] Mr and Mrs Bolen 
Mr. & Mrs Truman Pierce and children Ella Stoner, Mattie 
Matthews. Went to bed 1:30 P. M. [A. M.?] 

19 Sunday. Clear & cool. Found every thing all right at home. 
Had a good visit while attend[ing] the State Alliance. The States 
of Georgia and South Carolina Sent greetings. Col. Polk Pres. 
[of the] National Alliance spoke also Col. Livingston Con- 
gressman elect from Atlanta and farmer Wilson of Americus 
Georgia also Dr. Stone of Atlanta form[{er]ly a member of 2nd 
Michigan Vol. but now of Georgia. All in All we had a good and 
Profita[b]l[e] meeting. Mr. & Mrs Sawdy Mrs W. B. Smith, 
Dr. McCasey and family Called today. Good Day and good visit. 

20 Monday cloudy & cool Paid J. A. Secrist cash 80¢ for 
20 Ibs beef. Loaned our cider mill to Jack Matthews. 

21 Tuesday. Rained a good shower last night. Killed a hog 
This morning & traded it to Festus Sawdy for a seed hog. J. E. 
Stillinger [here] this morning Also Charles Keostter. Stilling[er] 
and Keostter got into trouble. They want to arbitrate. I went 
with Keostter but Stillinger failed to put in. cloudy & cool. 

22 Wednesday pretty good good day. Went to W. &S. Lilli- 
bridge in fore noon. After noon went with John Stillingers and as- 
sisted him [to] make settlement with him and his renter. Charley 
came home this eve. had supper with us then went to town. 
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23 Thursday Went to school house in the morning Met Di- 
rector Lillibridge school Mother & Davy Secrist and made a little 
settlement.28 I then went to Skeel’s had Dinner with Dave, 
then went to Aurora. Bought stove pipe for School house Candy 
10¢ & coffee 65 = 90¢ [?] 

24 Friday Good day. Mother & Alba went to town. Gave 
Mother 1.00 I went to Aurora in the evening with Jake Matthews. 
Bought Pens 5¢ Pen Holders 10¢ Pepsin 10¢ paper 10¢ flour 
1.25 = $1.60. Home 10:30 P. M. 

25 Saturday. Made cider & Picked apples in forenoon. Went 
to town with John after dinner. Bought Shoes for John Cash 
$2.50 socks 50¢ Tobacco 15¢ Subscribed for the Alliant one 
year for Virg Stewart Wolf Lake Ind. Paid Cash 1.00 Sub- 
scribed for the Blade for one year for T. J. Young Merriam Ind 
Paid cash $1.00 Total $5.15 Attended Alliance at Dis. No 8 
Home 11 P M 

26 Sunday. Went visiting to Truman Pierce. Called at 
Stoner’s home at Sundown. Boys went to Hen Peck this evening. 

27 Monday. Good day. Went to town, was introduced to 
his excellency Hon. Mayor Clemens of Wichita. Also to Hon. 
D. A. Banta of Great Bend. Mr. Banta is the resubmission can- 
didate for Lieutenant Governor. Bought Tobacco 45¢, Dr. 
gave me 1 pint of good whiskey, home 7 p. m. Drew School 
fund $43.40 Deposited it with Cloud Co. Bank. 

28 Tuesday Pretty good day. High wind North West. C. C. 
Stoner Bill H. Savery Mr. Rose, Candidates for Judge of pro- 
bate, County Attorney and clerk of the District Court Called this 
Morning. Bill H. Bolen brought me J.C. Zimmermans corn about 
25 bushels of stuff worth about 15 or 20¢ per Bushel. Corn worth 
$3.75 Due J. C. Zimmerman that amount. Turned Sow in pen 
with “Festus.” Big speech at the school house tonight. Judge 
Stoner B. F. Rose, Billy Savery and Coon Burdett called in the 
evening and took Supper with us. The above named made speeches 
at Dis. 76. We all went to the speech. We took our organ. Bill 
Savery staid all night with us, and for dinner. 

29 Wednesday John Burroughs stop[p]ed for dinner. I went 
to town after Dinner. Home 7 P. M. Boys went to Hen Peck in 
the evening. Paid school Mother 1st month wages by check on 
Cloud Co. Bank for $35.00 

30 Thursday. Good day. Township Caucus, at the Center. 





28. He refers to the local schoolteacher as the “school mother.” 
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H H Young & T. S. McHenry were placed in nomination and re- 
sulted in H. H. Young 73 to T. S. McHenrys 32 votes*® If 
this is an indication the Peoples Party will win next Tuesday. 
Went down on the bottom to No 8 and heard Savery, Stoner, Rose 
and Dr. Walling of Sumner Co. speak. I must Say the Dr. is a 
stem winder. I met the Dr. in State Alliance. Bought oil at Rice 
25¢, Home 11:15 P. M. 

31 Friday Good day. Jim Flynn, Tut Carver and Fred Yont 
came here. Had dinner with us. Went with them to Clyde. Staid 
all night in Clyde. Went from Clyde to Concordia. Arrived in 
Concordia 12 Noon. An immense crowd, of the Peoples Party. 
: Home 7 P. M_ whiskey 75¢ Tobacco 10¢ cigars .30 
[Total] $1.15. 

November, 1890 

1 Saturday Great crowd in town. Home 7 P. M 

2 Sunday Fearful wind North west cold & cloudy. 

3 Monday, Clear went to Rice and Concordia. Bought 
cigars $4.00 Beer 50¢ Home 7 P. M. Went to the center and 
heard J E Wood, old Chamness, and old Beef Head speak. They 
all sawed the air. Home 10:30 P. M. Was at Kellenbargers be- 
fore comeing from town. 

4 Tuesday, Election day H H Young was elected Trustee 
without opposition C. C. Stoner was elected Probate Judge. Was 
on Board of election Home 1:30 A. M. 

5 Wednesday, fine day. Big crowd in town. The grand old 
republican party was snowed under all over the State, From 
governor Down. A great big victory for the people of the State 
of Kansas. Bought Beef 55¢ Came home with D. Hebert 

6 Thursday. High wind north Killed a hog, Boys Husked 
corn after Dinner. Cool. Judge Stoner came from town this fore 
noon, Howdy Judge Stoner. Went to Rice after noon. Received 
a letter from Sister Amelia Adair of Columbia City Ind. Beg- 
ging for me to come home Cant go. 

8 [7?] Friday. The old man worke[d] on the road til noon 
Halled dirt around the house. . . . John Geor. & Alba went 
to Concordia to engage in the jolification over the result of the late 
election Commenced to rain about Dark. A bad dark and dis- 
agreeable night. Cold and high wind east. 

29. Young was elected trustee in November, 1887, but resigned the post April 12, 1888, 


to sell farm machinery for L. A. Bartlett & Co. at Aurora. T. S. McHenry was appointed 
trustee in his place. 
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9 [8?] Saturday Rained nearly all day Boys came home 
about noon. Alba staid in town. Bad Disagreeable day. Tied up 
the colts for the first time this fall. Judge Stoner called on his 
way home from town. 

10 [9?] Sunday cloudy & cold. Ground froze this morning. 
Made out Horticulture report yesterday. Funeral and burial of 
Ameal Walker to day. Issue[d] check yesterday to Pay Flavius 
Langtin $4.20 for Pasture, Leaving me in Bank To date $35.80 
Cloud co Bank The Boys went to Hen Peck to Dutch church in 
the evening. Cold. Boys at home 10 P. M. 

10 Monday Clear & cool Boys Halling Manure 

11 Tuesday. Good Day. went to town. Home in good season 
George went to town in the eve. 

12 Wednesday. Good Day. The Boys Mother & Freddie 
went to Sawdys_ the Boys to Dig Potatoes and Mother & Freddie 
to visit. Mabel at school. Alba went to Rice after Dinner. The 
old man at home alone during the after noon. 

13 Thursday. Good Day. Mrs Jack Matthews had a kid last 
night. Girl. Wash Day. Mother was called last night and this 
morning to Jack Matthews. Boys helping old Man Sawdy Dig 
potatoes. Jack Matthews called this morning. The Boys got 4 
bushels of potatoes for their work for Sawdy 

14 Friday. Good Day. Boys finished husking 4 a [?] acres 
of corn til noon. After noon Pulled & Buried turnips Went to 
the Alliance at the Center. School Dis. brought the organ from 
the station. It is untried as yet. The School Dis. is to pay one 
half and the good people the other half. Attended Alliance meet- 
ing at the center. 

15 Saturday Fair Day. Went to town after Dinner Bought 
Ink & cigar 30¢. Home after Dark. Attended Alliance meeting 
at Hen Peck. Homfe] 11 P. M. 1:30 P. M. Billy Williams 
Depaty Sheriff called and said 1 Prisoner broke Jail. Billy staid 
all night 

16 Sunday. Went to Kellenbargers with Mother Mabel and 
Freddie. Commenced to rain about 1 P. M. Misted and rained 
during the after noon. Home 5 P. M. Good rain last night 

17 Monday. Good Day. Helped Henderson dehorn his cattle, 
also helped Jack Matthews Dehorn his cows. Had my Bond for 
Township Trustee made out, Signed By J. T. Henderson and C. 
C. Stoner. I Also signed Hendersons Bond for Town Treasure[r] 
Wash Day. Old Gentleman Sawdy called about noon and Staid 
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for Dinner. John & Mabel went to School. George husked corn. 

18 Tuesday. Fine day. Went to town. Bought Tobacco 15¢ 
2 Butcher K[n]Jives 70¢, nails 25¢ staples 25¢ repairing 20¢ = 
$1.55 Sold 18 Roosters $3.12. Mrs McCasey and children came 
[home] with us. They & Alba Mother Mabel Freddie and 
John went to church at the center in the evening. Kitt sick Colic. 
Dehorned My yearling cattle Filed my Bond for Trustee of Nelson 
township Beautiful evening 9 P. M. 

19 Wednesday Fine day Paid Baker Medicine man for 2 
bottles Pain relife $1.10 Mrs McCasey and children are here 
John at School George husking corn. 

20 Thursday. Fine day. Mrs McCasey went home this after 
noon. George husking corn. John at School. Alba went to town 
after noon. Mabel Sick this morning could not go to School. 
Col. D. A. Skeels Called to day. The Col. is enthusiastic on the 
question of [the] Alliance. 

21 Friday Cloudy. High wind north. George Husking corn. 
John laid up with sprained ankle. Gave Elias Lillibridge 7 Pigs. 
The old man unwell to day. Rheumatism. 

22 Saturday Fine Day. Went to town with St. Peter, staid 
all night with Democrat Smith Paid for Sundries 65¢ Dinner 25¢. 

23 Sunday fine day Came home with G W Sparger. Home 
2:30PM Alba & Georgie] went to Sawdys. 

24 Monday. Fine day. Went to town. John & George Also 
Jack Matthews. Sold 12 Hogs weight 3165 3.25 per hundred 
= $102.85 Bought Clothing for my self and Boys Suit for John 
$10.00 over coat for John 7.50 over coat for George $7.50 
over coat for the old Man $10.00 Under shirts for the Boys 
1.00 [Total] $36.00 Gave the boys $1.50 Dinner for Jake and 
me .75 207 lbs barbed wire 7.88 Cigar & tobacco .15 Cabbage 
& Coffee 1.80 Total $48.08 Deposited in Cloud Co Bank 50.00 
Home at Sundown Mother in town today Jack Matthews Halled 
a load of Hog[s] for the old Man. The Boys Alba Mabel and 
Mother went to Stoners in the evening. 

26 [25?] Tuesday. high wind north Cold & cloudy. Went to 
Ames Bought 350 feet [of] lumber Paid $6.50 Borrowed 25¢ 
of Davy Secrist home 2 P. M. Boys at school. Kentucky Smith 
came 3 P M and Staid all night. Festus Hog got out among the 
Sows Not earlyer than March 17th 1891 
26 Wednesday. Fine day. Stoners Sale an immense crowd. 
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Everything sold well.*° Received for my work Six dollars. Boys 
at school. Kentucky Smith took Mabel home with him. Alba and 
the boys at church this evening. 

27 Thursday. Thanks Giving or turkey time. Mother Fred- 
die and the old Man went to town Had dinner with Kentucky 
Smith. Had Good dinner. Home a little after dark. Boys & Alba 
went to church Mother Mabel Freddie and the old Man went 
to Jacke Matthews to an oyster supper. Had fine Supper. Home 
9 P. M. 

28 Friday Good Day. Made fence Turned Cattle & colts 
on the Oats Pasture. Old Gentleman Lillibridge Called & I gave 
him his election Credentials. Mrs. G. W. Spargur Called during 
the after noon and Staid for Supper. John Kellenbarger Called in 
the evening on his way to church. Alba went with them to church. 
Mother & Mabel went with Mrs. Spargur to Jack Matthews, after 
Supper. John unwell The old Man tired and full of Rheumatism 

29 Saturday Good day Made hay rack for cattle and Horses. 
Made new Stable Door. Alba went to town Took Mrs. Spargur 
home Alba and John went to Rice in after noon. Bought Tob 
50¢ The old Man tired turned Black Sow to Festus yesterday 
Time March 20th 1891 Big Alliance meeting at the center this 
evening. 

30 Sunday. Good day but windy at home all day Went 
to Geo. Reeves in the evening. 


December, 1890 

1 Monday. Clear & cool. Went to town Bought Lumber 
$6.00 Lime 1.40 Salt 1.50 nails 25¢ To[ta]l $9.15 Home 
2:30 P. M. Boys helped Jack Matthews Husk corn. 

2 Tuesday, cloudy & cold High wind north east Jack 
Matthews Laid floor in our Kitchen. Boys Halled straw and 
manure John went to Rice in the evening bought nails 25¢ 
Postage 6¢, = 31¢ 

3 Wednesday. Clear & cold wind North Went to town 
Bought lumber 1.10 Paint 75¢ cigar 5¢ Total $1.90. Boys at 
School. Alba went to Rice. Jack Matthews working at the floor 

4 Thursday. Fair day but cool High wind south. Boys at 
school Boys & Alba went to church at the center in the evening. 
Jack Matthews Did not work to day. 

5 Friday Cloudy & coold Wind north & North East. Boys 


_ 80. Stoner sold his stock and farm equipment and moved to Concordia to live while 
judge of the probate court. Young did the same when he was elected probate judge in 1894. 
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at School. Jack Matthews Finished flooring Our Kitchen. Black 
sow Boared out by Festus Bought Beef .96¢ 

6 Saturday. Cloudy & cold Went to town with John Miller 
Bought over shoes 1.50 Sigars 10¢ Bitters 35¢ 2 Sack[s] flour 
2.70 Medicine for Freddie 25¢ Matches 25¢ To[ta]] 5.15 
Home 4 P. M 


7 Sunday Clear & cold 10 Degrees above Zero. Elder 
Bushong and wife Had Dinner with us also Ella Stoner. Switze 
Goble and Davy Secrist Called in the evening going to Church. 
Boys & Alba went to church this evening 

8 Monday Fine day. John Husking Corn. John went to 
John Campbells and then to Lewis Hoffman’s 2 Sows Boared out 
this Morning by Festus, one yesterday. Finished Husking corn. 
Had about 300 Bushels, On 85 Acres. Middling Small crop for 
the no of acres 

9 Tuesday. Good day. Went to town. Bought 2 shirts 3.00 
Shirting $1.13 cigar 5¢ Tob 40¢ sugar 1.00 Coffee 1.00 
su[n]dries 50¢ Paid Taxes $29[.]39 Box crackers $1.00 Paper 
carpet Tax 5¢ = $38.13 [?] Home 5:40 P M Thank God My 
taxes are paid for this Year. My taxes are $15.00 less this year 
than last. Boys at School. Had a bottle of Beer With Dr 
Pigman 

10 Wednesday. Good day Went to Dave Skeels. Had din- 
ner with him then Went to Aurora with Dave. Had Bottle of 
Beer with Dr McDonald. Played High (5) Home 5 P. M. 
George & School Mother had racket in school. Bought Medicine 
35¢, Tobacco 10¢. = 45¢ 

11 Thursday. Fearful day. High wind from North. Fearful 
Dust. Cold. Judge Stoner Moving to town Col. D A Skeels 
Truman Pierce Bill Henry Bolen & J 8S. Lillibridge Halled each 
a load for him. E B. Lillibridge Moved On to Judge Stoners 
farm. Moving to day. Boys at School. 

12 Friday. Good day. Dick Reeves Plastered 1 day & Re- 
paired the house. J. T. Henderson called this morning. 

13 Saturday. Good day Went to town after dinner. Bought 
Paint 75¢, cigar 5 Pepper 30¢, Kerosene oil 25¢ Total, $1.35¢ 
Home a little after dark. Went to Alliance Meeting at the center. 
4 New Members initiated. Big Meeting. Full house. Much en- 
thusiasm. Home from Alliance 11 P M 

14 Sunday Clear and pleasant. Alba & John went to Sunday 
School. Ida Kellenbarger came last Night and remained over 
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Night. Dr Day Mrs McCasey and children visited us to day. 
Mrs Parvin & family visited us to day. Jack Matthews Called 
this evening Ira Pierce and George Secrist Called in the evening. 
Ira staid all night. They Just came from Arkansas and are well 
satisfied to Stay in Bloody Kansas 

15 Monday. Cloudy & Pleasant George Greathouse Called. 
A D Goble Called & I make out his paper for the Alliance. 
Loaned him cash 50¢, for Membership fee. Boys & Mabel at 
School. Loaned Jack Matthews my wagon Good day Dick 
Reeves Called in the evening. Had Sore Arm and could not fin- 
ish the plastering. I settled with him. Due Dick $1.25 in Seed 
corn Next Spring. Mrs Morland Key & Bertram Called with 
Petition for Legislature Signed it. 

16 Tuesday. Clear & cool wind North west. Plastered Bed 
rooms, and white washed them. D A Skeels stop[p]ed as he went 
by to town. Jack Matthews borrowed Our Butcher Knife. A. D. 
Goble Called in the evening And brought us some fresh Meat 
Davy Secrist Called in the evening. fearful tired to night 

17 Wednesday. Fine day indeed. Wash Day. Boys at 
School. The Old Man stiff and sore this Morning 

18 Thursday. Good day went to town with Dave Skeels. 
Bought Broom 25¢ Cigar 5¢ Dinner 50¢ Gloves 1.00 Stove 
Black 10¢=1.90 St. Johns F. & A. M. Festival 1.00 = $2.90 
Home at dark. John & Alba Went to Rice in eve. J t Secrist 
Called in the evening 

19 Friday Good Day. Truman Pierce came down and went 
to town with me. Annual election. Paid My Dues $4.50 cigar 
5¢ Total $4.55. Had Team in Mrs McCaseys stable. Great 
big time at Lodge. Fine Supper. Good feeling Made manifest 
during the evening. Side degrees confer[rJed after the lodge 
closed. The tall cedars of Lebenon Or Building Bridges in the low 
land was immense. Also Corn Wine and oil, & Taylors Degree. 

20 Saturday Cloudy & cool home 10:30 A. M. Met Mr 
Finingan who is a mason. Fine fellow. Good day. Peoples Cau- 
cus. Was elected delegate to Peoples convention Monday the 22 
1890. Attended Plumb creek Alliance. 11 New Member[s] taken 
in. was elected delegate to co Alliance, for Jan. 3rd 1891. 

21 Sunday Good day. F A Thompson and wife visited us 
to day. Davy Secrist Called this eve. John & Davy Went to Hen 
Peck in the evening to Dutch Meeting 
22 Monday. Good day. Peoples Party Senatorial conven- 
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tion for the 32nd District Held at Concordia. S C. Wheeler nom- 
inated On first Ballot. Home a little after dark Dinner 25¢ 
Cigar 5¢ = 30¢ Attended Singing at the Center. Home 9:10 
P M. 

23 Tuesday. Good day. Was[{h] Day. Went to Rice after 
Dinner. Played High (5) and had One Drink. bought Tea 40 
Cigars 10¢ = 50¢. John Shot A rab[b]it. Home just at dark 

24 Wednesday. Cloudy & cold Wind North & East. Went 
to town. Sold turkey 80¢ Gave George 1.00 bought Tob 40¢ 
Candy & Nuts 65¢ Candy & oranges 55¢, Pants 1.50 Express 
On turkey to Topeka 50¢ Blade for G W Delp 50¢ Blade 
for W W Mills Rilfe]y Ks 50¢. Total $4.85. Had Bottle of 
Beer with Dr Pigman. Home 2 P. M. cold & Disagreeable 

25 Thursday. Fine day but Cold. This is Christmas. Christ 
would be if living 1890 years old. John went to Rice for coal 
$2.00 Cash. . . . Had turkey for dinner. Dr Day Mrs Me- 
Casey & children and Mrs Smith & Daughter visited us and had 
Dinner with us. Fine day indeed. Warm & pleasant. Good 
time today. Played high (5) And George & Dr Day went hunt- 
ing. 

26 Friday Good day till noon & then it was fearful Wind 
& Dust. Hig{h] Wind North. Fearful Dust. John & George 
Went to Tom McHenrys after Ballot Box and Books of Nelson 
township. Home til noon. After Dinner John went to Jack 
Matthews. George and Alba went to Rice. Fearful Dust. bad 
day. Old Grand Pap Grove Call[ed] in the fore noon. Mrs W. 
B Smith went home this morning. Big Supper at Dis 8 on Oak 
creek tonight. A D Goble Called in the evening & played high 
(5) til 9 P M Bright And clear 9PM _ I am now Sorry I 
did not go to Oak creek 

27 Saturday. Good day. Went to town to hear Judge Peffer 
speak. Had 1 4 horse team, Banner & Motto Judge Peffer 
sick. John G. Otis took his place Mr Otis is congressman elect 
from 4th Dis. Fine speaker. Had 2 Bottles of Beer with Jimmy 
Flynn, 25¢, Cigars 10¢ Oil Keresone 25¢ Total 60¢. Home a 
little After dark. A day well spent. Good time around. 

28 Sunday. Clear & cool. George Went to Carvers this 
Morning Wind South west. Boys and Alba went to J. T. Hen- 
dersons in the evening Kitt Goble staid with us During the eve- 
ning. Jack Matthews Called during the day. Which Way is the 
Party Musket p[o]inting today. 
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29 Monday. Good day Butchered 4 Hogs. Jack Matthews 
helped us. Made sausage. Hard Days work Grand Pap Groves 
ate Dinner with us. Judge Stoner Called this evening & left a 
box of Cigars for the Boys tomorrow 

30 Tuesday. Misty rained a little. Muggy & Disagreeable 
all day. Election day for State Senator, for 32nd Dis. Special 
election Ballot stood S. C. Wheeler Peoples Candidate 86 votes 
and John W Shafer Republican Candidate 25 votes. Home 
7:20 P M Paid my Shear of tickets 50¢ 

31 Wednesday. Cloudy and cool, Misty rained a little. 
Disagreeable. went to town with election returns. 2 cigars 10¢, 
2 Sacks flour, $2.50 Candy 25¢ 2 lbs Nuts 25¢ [Total] $3.10 
Wheeler Peoples Candidate for State Senator elected by 1200 
Majority. Home 5:40 P. M. Freddie Sick Quite unwell Fear- 
ful night 11 P. M. Raining Snowing & blowing. went to bed 
11:30 P M. Stormy night. 


January, 1891 

1 Thursday. Fearful stormy. Snowing and blowing. High 
wind North west. 

2 Friday Fine nice warm pleasant day. Frankie calved 
Heifer 11 days Over time. Boys Hunting for Rabbits 

3 Friday ([Saturday?] Good day. Went to town with John 
attended co alliance Over $100.00 School Money deposited it in 
cloud co Bank 

4 Sunday. Good day. at home all day. 

5 Monday. cloudy & cool. Went to town sold 5 Hogs 
weighed 1550 lbs Docked 80 lbs = 1470 lbs Price 2.75 per Hun- 
dred = $40.40 Bought Bed stead & springs 7.00 Dinner 25¢ 
Oil Barrel 1.00 Georges Shoes repaired 80¢ Cigars 5¢ coffee 
50¢ Sugar 1.00 Tobacco 40¢ postage 4¢ — $11.04 Home 6:20 
P. M. Deposited 30 Dollars in Cloud co Bank, then drew Out 
One Dollar. In Bank to My credit to date is $36.60 

6 Tuesday. Cloudy & disagreeable Proff Sawdy Called in 
the after noon on his way to the center. Had Supper with us. 
Ida Kellenbarger with the old Man brough[t] us 4 quarter of Bull 
beef. Ida staid all night. The Night being dre[a]dful dark and 
threate[n]ing storm we did not go to the entertainment at the 
School house. Only the Boys from here were there. Proff Sawdy 
staid all night with us. We played high (5) And had Music til 
Low 12 and then went to bed. The Boys report a good time at 
the entertainment Home 11 P. M. 








n 


d: 


lf 


sh 
fee 


Bre 





igh 
ved 


ohn 
in 


logs 
[un- 
25¢ 
»ffee 
6 :20 
Out 


d in 
1 us. 


Bull 


and 
, the 
awdy 
ic til 
ne at 











Moore: A Hoosier 1n Kansas 321 


7 Wednesday. Cloudy and Disagreeable this Morning. Alba 
took Mr Sawdy home also Ida Kellenbarger. Bill Price Had his 
leg broken yesterday. John Secrist Called to day as he went by. 
The old Man under the Weather. Jimmy Bertram Called to day 
& Said Price had his leg broken. 

8 Thursday. Bad Day Snowing and blowing Snowed all 
day. Commenced to Snow last night. Boys did not go to School 
today. Only one team on the road this day. Storm from East 
and North east Storm[ed] all day & still storming 9 P. M. The 
best snow this Season. Tied up & Shut up all the Stock we could 
get in Side. 

9 Friday. Good Snow Boys went [hunting?] But did not 
get anything. The best snow for years. Will make Plenty of 
water when it melts went to Alliance meeting. But no Meeting. 
Home 7:45 P M. 

10 Saturday. John George & Alba went to town. Gave John 
check for $5.00 to pay Zimmermans tax. Cloudy & warm. Good 
day. 

11 Sunday. Good day. Mother & I went to Bertrams in the 
evening. Pleasant & clear 9 P. M. 

12 Monday clear and cold Went to see Bill Price & Breed 
[?] & Harrison ** in relation to supplies for P ’s family. A. 
D. Goble went with me_ I went to Rice, then to town Had Din- 
ner with Charley and a bottle of Beer with John Lamb. Home at 
dark Black Heifer & Josie Had Calves during the night 

13 Tuesday. Clear & cool. Weighed Kellensbargers Beef. 
180 lbs. 

14 Wednesday. Good Day. John Kellenbarge[r] & family 
Called to day Settled With [him] for the Bull Beef. 180 Ibs at 
4¢ cents per pound [Total] $7.20 Too Damed Much for Bull 
Beef. Due Kellenbarger $2.20 Bull Beef. Loaned Jack 
Matthews, Fan, to Hall Straw. Bill Jones returned Fan in the 
evening. 

15 Thursday cloudy & cool all day. Wind North east. 
Blustered & Snowed a little Boys went to Rice in the evening. 

16 Friday. Good day. Clear & pleasant. 

17 Saturday. John & I Went to town Also Freddie. Bought 
shoes for Freddie $1.25 Mabel 1.00 over Shoes sugar 1.00 cof- 
fee 50¢ Toba 50¢ Beans 25¢ cigar 5¢,— 4.65 [?] Home 5:40 





31. Harrison & Reed maintained a general store and were livestock dealers at Rice. 
Breed Bros. were grain dealers at that place.—Kansas State Gazetteer and Business Directory 
(R. L. Polk & Co., Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, 1891), v. VII. 


21—3507 
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P.M Alba came home with us. Went to Alliance meeting at 
night. 

18 Sunday. Pleasant At home all day Dont feel good. 

19 Monday. Good Day. Boys at School. Lizzie Bulled by 
John Henry Bill. 

20 Tuesday. Good Day. Wash Day. Lizzy Bulled by John 
Henry Bill Time October 20 1891 Boy[s] at school. Jack 
Matthews & Gurly Spargur Called 

21 Wednesday. Mother & I went to town. Bough[t] 1 Cigar 
5¢, Buggy seat repaired 35¢,—= 40¢. Home 6:20 P M. The old 
man under the weather. 

22 Thursday. Good day. Wind west, & North West. 

23 Friday. Cold & cloudy high wind north. Went to Rice 
bought 1000 Ibs coal. Gave check for $2.27 Home 3 P. M. 1 
cigar = $2.32 Kansas city Times 1.00 Envelopes 15¢ Total 
$3.47 

24 Saturday. Good Day Boys Halling Straw. Little spotted 
sow with crop off right ear boared by Festus Went to town, with 
J. O. McIntosh. Home 6 P. M. Alliance meeting Cigars 10¢. 
Paid Bolen 70¢ for Shingles 

25 Sunday Good Day. Mother Alba Freddie & Mabel 
went to Aurora. Charley Jim Hagaman & Mr Sweet Called on 
[us] to day and staid for supper. started for town 7:50 P. M 
John went to Dis 40 to church in the evening. The old Man at 
home all day. 

26 Monday. Fine day Visited Bill P. a poor person. 
Then went to Rice. Bought Tobacco 38¢ Nails 10¢ cigar 5= 
53. Jace Cook gave me a pusk[?] Dog. Home before Dark. 

27 Tuesday. Cloudy. Wind east. The old Man on the lift. 
Gave Bill P 49 lbs Bull Beef Commenced torain 8 P. M. 

28 Wednesday. Rained most of the day. Helped Georg[e] 
Snavely take up and put down his pump. One of Kentuckys Smith 
colts Died last night. Helped Jack Matthews burry it. Boys not 
at School today 

29 Thursday. Good Day. Wash Day. Betsy calved 14 days 
over time. Received news to day that John Jim Ingalls was De- 
feated for U S. S[enate]. and Judge Peffer was elected his suc- 
cessor. Thank God for that. The Boys & Alba went to Rice in 
the evening to the Lyceum. 

30 Friday. Cloudy & cool. Went to Rice with Truman Pierce. 
Home 12. M. Stormed a little while Coming home. After Dinner, 
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it snowed furiously for awhile then Rained a little & then snowed 
again. At 6 P.M. Misting. Ground white with Snow. 
31 Saturday. Cloudy & cool. Town Board Meeting at Town- 
ship Clerks house. Home at 3:20 P. M. Grand Pap Groves Called 
during the after noon. Switze Goble & Davy Secrist & Lizzy [Liz- 
zie] Bertram Called in the evening. Too cold to go to Alliance. 


February, 1891 

1 Sunday clear & Cold 2 Degrees above Zero the coldest 
morning this winter. Grand Pap Grove Called today for his mail. 
Home all day. 

2 Monday. Cloudy & cold High wind North Stormy. Dis- 
agreeable. Blustery & Bad day Generally. Spitting Snow & other- 
wise unpretty. Fancys Calf died this morning 20 days old. 

3 Tuesday. Clear & cold. High wind West. 6 Degrees above 
zero this Morning. Wash Day. Clock Tincker Called today and 
cleaned & repaired our clock & had his dinner with us. Paid him 
Cash 75¢. John went to Rice Bought flour 1.25 Kerosene Oil 
25¢ = $2.50 [?] Fine & Pleasant after dinner. Went to Jack 
Matthews & Had 3 pairs Shears Sharpened. 

4 Wednesday. Good day went to town with Oda McIntosh. 
Had Dinner with Democrat Smith. cigars 10¢. Paid for repairing 
Johns watch 2.00 Total $2.10 Drew School Money, $85.00 De- 
posited in cloud co. Bank $79.50 Paid W. S. Lillibridge school 
Money $5.50. Paid Ida Barlow check on cloud co. Bank for 
$35.00 

5 Thursday. Good Day. fine Mother Alba & Freddie went 
to town. Gave Mother check for 20.00 Dollars on cloud co Bank 
Leaving Me in Bank $7.33 Black cow Bulled by John Henry Bill 
Time Nov 5 1891 Went to S. Went to the School house to Dis- 
trict board meeting. The director failed to put in. The Boys went 
to Rice in the evening. Mother got her Teeth Cost $20.00 

6 Friday Good Day. Cloudy & warm. Mother Alba & 
Freddie went to Dave Skeels & to Aurora. The old Man at home 
alone. Lizzie Bulled Sally Secrist & Ella Stoner Called after 
noon. Dull all Day Alone. No good to be alone. 

7 Saturday. Good Day. Went to town Also John & George. 
Sold 7 Hogs weight 1660 lbs Price 214¢ per pound = $41.50 De- 
posited in cloud co Bank $40.00 Dinne[r] 25¢, cigars 10¢ To- 
bacco 40¢ Dinner for the Boys 50¢ Total $1.00 [?] Mrs Mc- 
Casey & children came home with me. Home 6 P. M. Attended 
Alliance Meeting & In the Discussion was knocked out, in Good 
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Shape. Commenced to rain1 P.M Went to bed 1. P.M. [1 A. 
M.?] 

8 Sunday. Bad Day indeed. Snowing and blowing at a fearful 
rate. Grand Pap Groves called this morning. Mrs McCasey & 
children with us, with prospect of getting home to day. Ira Ark- 
[e]nsaw Called today. Stormy all day, & Disagreeable 

9 Monday. Clear & cold. Dr Day Came after Mrs McCasey. 
Boys at home. Went to see Thomas N ’s family Poor peo- 
ple. Then to Rice Left Orders with J M Harrison to supply them 
to the amount of $10.00 Ten dollars. Home just dark Bought 
cedar Pail 50¢ 1 Pair gloves 50¢ = $1.00 

10 Tuesday. Good day. Snow all Melted. Fair & Pleasant. 
Col. D A Skeels Sale Clerked his Sale for fun. Home 5:30 P. M. 
Everything went low. Horse no price. Mrs Goble & Mollie vis- 
ited us today. 

11 Wednesday. Good day. Boys and Alba went to Bertram [s] 
in the evening. John Killed a Jack Rabbit. Warm & Pleasant. 

12 Thursday. Good Day. Mother & Alba went to town Gave 
Mother 25¢ Boys at School. 

13 Friday. Good day. Went to George Gelino M. A. Morris 
& Jules Patnaude. N. Courville Went with me. Went in the in- 
terest of Judge Stoner Home 3. P M. Warm & pleasant. Boys 
at School. 

14 Saturday. Good Day. Boys went to town after dinner. 
Drew 5.00 from Cloud Co Bank. Due me $42.33 Went to Alliance 
Meeting at the Center. Good Meeting. 

15 [Sunday.] Hig[h] wind south. John & Alba went to Sawdy. 
This is Georges Birthday. 16 years old today. Wind changed to 
north E about dark. At 8 P. M it is threatening Storm. Boys 
went to Hen Peck in the evening. 

16 Monday. Cloudy & cold Hig[h] wind north Ida Kellen- 
barger called & staid all night. Mrs Matthews called in the eve- 
ning. Alba sick 

17 Tuesday. Cloud[y] & cold High wind north. 

18 [Wednesday.] Cloudy & cold Snowed a little. went to 
Rice bought coal $2.45 cedar Pail 50 Tobacco 39¢ cigar 5¢, 
Oil 20¢ Total $3.24 [?] 

19 Thursday. Bad Day. Rained & Snowed most of the day. 
Some sleet. Hard on stock. Mabel did not go to School 

20 Friday Good Day. Went to town with Bolingar, & came 
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Home with Jack Matthews. Dr. McCasey at home. Had a talk 
with Sam Scott Assistant State Alliance Lecture[r]. Had a bot- 
tle of Beer and Dinner with Ben Lake. Tobacco 10¢ cigars 10¢ 
Bible $1.25 = $1.45. Home 7 P. M. 

21 Saturday. Pretty fair day. Helped Colonel Dave Skeels 
Move his Household goods to Aurora Will Start Sunday morning 
for Oklahoma. Good luck to you Dave. Went with Jack Matth- 
ews. Home 6 P.M. Attended Alliance at the center Question for 
discussion Resolved a high Tariff is to the best interest of the 
American people. I was on the negative and the Affirmative was 
Knocked out. 

22 [Sunday.] Cloudy & cool. This is Washingtons Birthday 
Age 159 years Old today. N. Courville Called to day and left notes 
& Mort[g]ages. Paid him $1.00 for his services Charge the Same 
to C. C. Stoner Paid out [of] my own pocket. 

23 Monday. Good Day. Went to John Fortin’s. A D. Goble 
Called in the morning. Also in the evening. Antony Gobiet Called. 
Gave Mrs H. E. T an order for $3.00 Commenced to Smoke 
our Meet this morning. 

24 Tuesday Cloudy & cold Fearful high wind north & north 
west. Boys at School. Bill P Called today. I gave him an 
order for $3.00 in goods also an order for 1,000 lbs coal. Ante- 
wine Betters Called and paid Stoner’s note $20.00 in full. 

25 Wednesday. Cloudy & cold. High wind north. Went to 
Concordia with team to Move out old Jimmy Acton on to his farm. 
Snowed & stormed, & Blowed. Dr E. L. Day Drove my team 
home, & I staid all night with Dr McCasey. 

26 Thursday. Clear and cold. 4 Degrees above Zero. Came 
home this Morning with Dr McCasey. Bought Brad and Two bits 
$1.00 Dr Day started hom[e] 2 P M Dr McCasey Staid all 
night. 

27 Friday. Pleasant til noon. Then turned cold. Blowed 
High wind North. Snowed. Went with Dr McCasey to Aurora. 
Had good time. Played High (5) & had some beer. Dinner 50¢. 
hand Medicine 20¢ Flour 1.35 Tol $2.05 Home 4P.M. Fear- 
ful Cold & Disagreeable 10:20 P. M_ still Blowing & cold. 

28 Saturday. This is the last day of February. Clear & cold. 
5 Degrees below Zero this Morning. This is the coldest this winter. 
Dr McCasey went home. John & Mother went to town. Gave 
Mother $2.00. Grand Pap Groves Called today. 
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March, 1891 

1 Sunday. Fine Bright clear day. At home all day. John 
Henderson Taylor Burroughs Called 

2 Monday. Cloudy & cold Wind East. Went to town The 
assessors Met to establish a basis for assessement. Had dinner with 
Judge Stoner. Home 6:30 P M Switze Goble Called during the 
evening. Mollie Cow calved from Bull in herd. 

3 Tuesday. Clear & cold High wind north & north west. Dick 
Reeves called to day & had his road over seer business fixed up. 
John Burroughs Henderson Taylor Started to day for Oregon, so 
he said. Boys at home today. Killed 2 Rabbits to day. 

4 Wednesday. Cloudy & Cold. Started out to assess Nelson 
town[ship]. Took dinner with F. A. Thompson. Assessed Figil 
[Vegil or Virgil?] Feif Frank Derias [Darais or Darrais?] sen. 
Victor Brimell and Adolph St. Pierre. Home after dark. 

5 Thursday. cloudy & cool Assessed today Truman Pierce 
Willett McManimie W.H. Bolen E. B. Lillibridge J. S. Lilli- 
bridge Charles Muller Nelson Breauet Emery Greenwood 
Frank Ruff C. Stoner Old Grand Pap Groves Called in the eve- 
ning. 

6 Friday Cloudy & stormy Assessed to day Jack Matthews 
Henry Slutman John Miller W A Pierce, Fred & Jo Keoster 
A. D. Goble & Switze Goble Home 2 P. M. Q Secrists Kids 
Called in the evening. George Went to Rice for our Mail. Com- 
menced to Snow 7 P.M 

7 Saturday. Bad day. Stormy High wind north. Dis- 
agr[eeJable day. Snow about 3 inches Best Snow this Season. 
Snowed & Blowed all day. Still Snowing 9 P. M. 

8 Sunday Morning snow about 1 foot Deep. Clear Light 
wind north west. Fine big day. Bright and Clear. Thawing. 
Snow Mel[t]ing Boss Sonow. 

9 Monday. Bright & clear Assessed Julius White L M 
Swope, John Fortin, stephen Breauet Jake. E. Cota E. Gardner 
Home 4 P. M. 

10 Tuesday. Fair day Assessed J. E. Stillinger Geor[gl]e 
Reeves Isaac Reeves G. W. Greathouse, F. Sawdy Jo Paquette 
Henry Paulin [Poulin?] and George Cota Home 4:30 P.M. Boys 
hauled in one load of ice 

11 Wednesday. Snowed a little last night. High wind North 
& cold til noon. Fine & clear after noon. Hauled 2 loads of ice. 
Switze Goble Called in the evening. The Boys went to the School 
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house in the evening. Fine evening. Mother vis[i]ted in the after 
noon with Mrs. Matthews Mrs Matthe[w]s is sick 

12 Thursday. Fine til about 4 P.M Then snowed to beat the 
Jews Fearful snow for One hour. Assessed Theodore St. Pierre, 
Flavius Longtin, George J Lavalle Ed Lavalle, Mitchel Lavalle, 
J. B. Collette Benoine Ledoux Paul Ward Frank Richardson 
& Pete Stay. Home 5:30 P.M & J. O. McIntosh 

13 Friday Pretty fair day. Helped Jack Matthews Kill & 
dress a go[?] hog. George returned John W Brocaws Ice tools. 

14 Saturday. Fine day. Mother Mable & George went to 
town. Gave Mother $15.00 Leaves me $21.00 in Bank. Bought 
Mabel Shoes 1.50 George Suit of clothes $9.50 2 Elbows 35¢ 
1 sack Grah[a]m flour 25¢ Total $11.60 Attend[ed] alliance at 
the center. Hom[e] 11 P M_ sick the balance of the night. 

15 Sunday. Fine day indeed. Sunday School organized to day. 
Col. Bill A Pierce was elected Captain. May they have good luck, 
& convert many sinners during the summer. Betsy Ellen Bulled 

16 Monday. Fine day. Assessed D. Hebert E E Moberly 
Mike Reginer Jo. Regnier Jo Alexander Alex Derias Frank 
Derias Old Lady Moisant Albert Delude G W Gill. Home 7 
PM 

17 Tuesday. Fair day. assessed G. Huscher Dick Reeves, 
Bill Reeves J A Secrist & George Snavely. 

18 [Wednesday.] Bad Stormy Day. Snowed & Blowed 
Nearly all day. George W Greathouse Called to day asked me 
to clerk his Sale tomorrow. Ground covered with Snow. Bad Day. 
Disagreeable & unpretty. F M. Shrader was here yesterday. 

19 Thursday. Good day Clerked George Greathouses Sale. 
Property Sold fairly well. Home 5 P. M. Mrs Naillieux & Miss 
Bertram Called during the Day. Assessed Giles Bertram Frank 
Bertram, & Empson 

[20] Friday good day. Drove Bill Assessed Lheureux, Del- 
forge Dinsmor [Dinsmore?], Andrew Pepperell Custer P Mor- 
gan, Goodreau Ward, V. D. Clev[e]land, H. D. Clev[e]land, Mrs. 
Hoinlin Home 6 P M 

21 Saturday Good day Assessed Octave Souliner [Soulinger 
or Salingey?] Nelson Courville N. D. Courville Dutch Bill 
Max Savoy Moses Beckerd & J. T. Acton. Home at dark, on 
the [job?] from 8 A. M. put in 11 hours to day. 

22 Sunday. Fine day. Charley came home to day. Hitched 
Dan to day for the first time. Arkansaw Pierce Called to day. I 
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paid him for building fires in school house $2.75 The Boys & 
Alba at church this evening 

23 Monday. Cloudy & cold High wind north east. Town 
Board Met in special cession, & examined Road between Sections 
7 & 8 in relation to laying a road off Section line at or on Said 
Section. Also for a bridge across Elm creek on Section line between 
Sections 29 & 32. Object a new bridge. Assessed F M Shrader 
and F. M. Burroughs. Nelson township owes me Two Dollars for 
todays Service. 

24 Tuesday. Stormed all day. Snowed & rained all day. Jack 
Matthews Called during the day. 8 P. M. Commenced to Snow. 
9 P. M. big snow and Still Snowing. At home All day. Shut up 
and tied up every thing we could this eve. 

25. Wednesday. Snowed all night and still s[nJowing 10 A. 
M. Snow dri[fted] badly. About a foot of snow on the level. The 
old Man unwell to day. Got it in the “Gut.” Fearful Disagree- 
able and unpretty. 8 P. M. still snowing. Snow 14 or 16 inches 
deep. biggest snow this Season. This is the Biggest day this winter 

26 Thursday. Cloudy & Warm. Boys hauling Straw. Biggest 
snow this Season. This is the day for Burroughs Sale. But I fear 
there will not be Enough to make much of a sale. Went to Bur- 
roughs Sale a failure. Snow soft and settling Home 2 P. M. 
Assessed Jo. B. Campbell John W Campbell and Charles Huscher. 
Home 8 P M 

27 Friday Clear & Warm, Snow Melting. Mother & George 
went to town. Sold Eggs & Butter $4.10 Bought flour $1.20 
sugar 1.00 coffee 50¢ George a hat 85¢ = $3.55—55¢ Home 6 
P. M. 

28 Saturday Pretty Good day. Thawed. George and John 
went to Rice and Bought each a pair of rubber Boots cost 4.50 
paper 10¢ Tob 10¢ New York World 1.00 Total $5.70 Boys 
went to Alliance at the center. 

29 Sunday. Fearful Cloudy & disagreeable til 3 P. M. then 
turned pleasant. Sun shineing. Snow all gone only where it is 
drifted. 

30 Monday. High wind North West. Cloudy & cold. Assessed 
Jake Deibel [Diebel] John Trost, Henry Aumsbaugh B. E. Car- 
ver Big Jo Bertrand, Henry Price, Charl[e]y Price S. D Leon- 
ard Link Davis W W.Cook J.C.Smith John Berk and Isaac 
Woodruff Home 7 P M 
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31 Tuesday. Fine day. Clerked F. M. Burroughs Sale. Re- 
c[e]ived 1.25 Bought cuppoard $1.25 Home 5 PM Alba went 
to Rice after noon 


April, 1891 

1 Wednesday. Commenced to rain in the morning then turned 
to Snow, and snowed the Ballance of the day. French Key Called 
and left $63.50 for F M Burroughs Key had Dinner with us_ This 
is a fearful bad day. Hard on Stalk [stock] of all Kinds 

2 Thursday Cloudy & cold High wind north west Assessed 
Bill Price, Mrs Routhmier Georg[e] Layman, Lambert Detrixhe 
Sam Marshall, Bill Marshall, Charles Lagasse Sen. Charles La- 
gasse Jr. L.C. Hoffman Lewis Hoffman, Dutch Krimmel Home 
6 P. M. 

3 Friday Bad cold day High wind north. Assessed Joe 
LeClare Peter LeClare Frank Regnier J. B. Bergeron A[r]- 
thur Bergeron and Ferdinand Breoult. Home 6 P M 

4 Saturday. Cold. Assessed Jim Ward T.S. McHenry, Char 
McHenry Ed McHenry, Sam Townsdin J. E. Bean, K Morgan, 
F Matthews Frank Boyer, Dick Hony 10. Home 7 P.M. Charley 
came this after noon. Went to Alliance Meeting at the Center at 
night. 

5 Sunday. Fine Day. Mabel and Alba went to S. School. 
Charley went to Rice in the evening. Dave Horse Jumped on 
to a fence post and nearly tore his insides out. Jack Matthews 
sowed it up. Fearful Bad wound. Dangerous Wound. 

6 Monday Fine day Assessed Bill Longtin Fred Wood I 
Went to town ard assessed J W Harris and L D Blackwell Dr. 
McCasey Called and Dressed Dave Horse wound Had Supper 
with us. 

7 Tuesday Went totown Bought 2 new cultivators 33 to be 
paid in 10 days Drew from Bank $5.00 Had 8 Cultivator shovels 
and 4 bull Tongues sharpened and 2 plow lays 1.90. 

8 Wednesday. Fair day Went to F A Thompson and had him 
help me out on my book. Quite unwell after Dinner, Home 6 
P. M. 

9 Thursday. Sowed Oats used Fred Wards seeder Paid him 
$1.05 for the use of it. Paid Trost 2.00 for Potatoes = $3.05 

10 Friday fine day. J C Zimmerman*® came 10 a. m. 


: =. Zimmerman was Young's brother-in-law, and at that time lived in Noble county, 
ndiana. 
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11 Saturday Fine & warm. Went with J. C Zimmerman to 
his farm the Banta. Home 3:30 P M 

12 Sunday. Judge Stoner & family Sally Secrist, Proff Sawdy 
& Wife & Grand Pap Groves Called & had Dinner with us Good 
visit Played high five. Good Day fine 

13 Monday. Cloudy & pleasant. Went to F. M Shraders J. C. 
Zimmerman & Freddie went with me. George Harrowing in Oats 
& John Making fence. Home 10:30 A M 

14 Tuesday. Rained last night Went to town J C Zimmer- 
man Mother & Freddie with Me. Returned my assessment re- 
turns. Bill 78 Dollars for the Assessment & 6.00 Doll. for over 
seer of the poor. Bought Sugar, 1.00 Gave Mother $5.00 Beer 
50¢ Tobacco 50¢ cigar 10¢ Lister subsoiler $1.50 = $8.60 staid 
all night with Judge Stoner Had Dinner with Dr McCasey. Home 
3:30PM JC Zimmerman went to Beloit & from there to Wichita. 

15 Wednesday. Home 5 P M. 

16 Thursday. Big rain last night. Measured road at F M 
Shraders. Home 12 M. Clerked Sawdys Sale after noon. Poor 
Sale. Everything Scld cheap. Bought crow Bar Sledge & 4 Jars 
cash $2.20 Clerked his Sale for fun. 

17 Friday. Fair day. Boys cut stalks after Dinner. Eve 
Bulled Big rain between 6 & 7 P.M. Hailed some. The old Man 
On the lift. Got it in the Sotomach. 

18 Saturday. Good day. Good rain last night Went to town 
with Switze Goble. Mother & George went to town. John went to 
town after dinner Horse back. Attended Co Alliance was chair- 
man of co[mmittee]. on credentials. also co[mmittee]. on insur- 
ance Heard V B Prather speak Bought lamp & oil can $1.00 
Hat 2.00 Paper & envelopes 1.00 Gave John 1.00 Dinner 25 
cigars 10¢ Li[s]ter lay sharpened 40¢ total 5.75 Home 7 P. M. 
John staid all night 

19 Sunday. Mother Freddie & Mabel & the old Man went to 
Empson. Good rain Got pie plant root. Home 6 P.M Dr Mc- 
Casey called & Staid all night. 

20 Monday. Cloudy & warm. A. D Goble Borrowed my Har- 
row. John went to Reeves to see about Some hay. 9 P.M _ wind 
north west. John Campbell Got some cherry trees from our or- 
chards. 

21 Tuesday. Cloudy & Pleasant Warm after dinner. Mrs 
Matthews & Mrs Jones called after dinner. Bought Hay from 
Jack Matthews. 
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‘ 22 Wednesday. Fine day. cut stalks after dinner. Alba went 
y to Rice After dinner. Good day. 
d 23 Thursday. Fine warm day. Cut stalks. C. W. Townsdin 
Called to day. Planted Potatoes & Pumpkin seeds. Did a little 
.. of Everything today. 
ts 24 [Friday.] Clear & Bright. Fearful warm. John Plowing. 
George & the old Man fixing up grove vines. This is the last day 
is of school for this Season. School no good. Money throwed away. 
“ Too Bad. 
er 25 Saturday Mother & I went to town Drew from County 
er for assessing 78°° & 6 for over seer of the Poor Total 84.00 
id Bought Collar 2.50 lime 1.25 Bridle 1.75 Refrigerator 7.00 oil 
ne 15¢ [Total] $12.65 Beer 1.00 Paid for 2 cultivators 33.00 Ice 
a. freezer 2.00 Advocate 1.00 K. C. Daily times 1.00 Beef 85¢ 
Total $50.75 [?] Home 7 P M Attended Alliance meeting at 
M the center in the evening 
or 26 Sunday. Fine day. Clear & warm. wind south. Com- 
= menced to use Ice this Morning. Put ice in refr[ig]erator for the 
first time.** Its Dandy. John Kellenbarger & family visited us 
ve to day. Hig[{h] wind North west Rece[i]ved a letter from 
an Brother Informing me my Share of expenses in Fathers estate 
amounted to $5.78 
wn 27 Monday. Good day. Commenced to list Corn. George 
to Went to Rice. Mother & Alba went to Sheppherds Freddie & 
_ Mabel went to Matthews. Old Gentlemen Lillibridge & Wife went 
are to Sheppherds During the after Noon. Beautiful day. Wrote to 
00 J. C Zimmerman & Thomas J. Young Bought Oil 20¢ Tob 40¢ 
25 Total 60¢. Mell foaled 8 days over time Horse colt. Gyp 
M. foaled 6 Days short Mare colt. Both Mares foaled exactly at 
the same time just at dark 
to 28 Tuesday. Fine day. 2 Machine Men stop[p]ed for dinner. 
[c- John listing corn. old Mares & colts doing fine. Named the colts 
Dudly & Maud. 
ar- 29 Wednesday. Clear & Warm. High wind South. Dusty. 
ind John Listing corn. Alba went to Rice after Dinner. Hot, & getting 
or- Dry. 

30 [Thursday.] Pretty good day. John listed corn. John A. 
irs Jackman & Lady visited us to day. George caught 2 Gophers. 
om cost the old man 50¢. 

aut; era thr St rtteter in Katee ws ext trom the Repblen ive 
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May, 1891 

1 Friday Pretty fair day. 

2 Saturday. Cloudy & cool. Misted rain during forenoon. 
Went to town with Truman Pierce J.T. Acton & J. T Henderson. 
Bought Potatoes 1.35 sugar 43¢ cigar 5¢ dinner 10¢. Paid J. 
C Zimmerman 8.00 Paid T. J Young $5.78 Lister sharpened 
50¢ Gave John $1.00 Total $17.21 Home 6 P M. Saw H. P. 
Applebough. Attended Board Meeting at School house in evening. 
Home 10:30 P M 

3 Sunday Cloudy & cool Children Went to Sunday school. 
Mollie Goble and Switze Calle[d] during the after noon. A J Had- 
ley Called in the after noon. Also A D Goble & Wife. Made Ice 
cream. Henry Price Road over Seer & son called in evening 

4 Monday. Cloudy & cool George Snavely Brought my plow 
home. John listed corn Turned my Horses on Grass this evening 
for the 1st this Season. 

5 Tuesday. Cloudy & cold. Took my cattle to Harrises Pas- 
ture. Mollie & calf, Heifer Betsy Ellen & calf Bull, Ikes Jake 
& Buck, & Lizz[iJe. 4 Yearlings, 2 Cows and 2 sucking Calves. 
8 Head John listing. George plowing. Commenced to work Mell 
& Gyp Ist Since having colts. Gurley Spargur Got 8 Bushels of 
corn for seed for Democrat Smith. Sam, Prat & Old Man Barker 
Called in the after noon. Mell Took the Horse 6:40 P. M. Had- 
leys Horse English Shire, Insurance 10.00 to insure a mare to be 
with foal. 

6 Wednesday clear & cool Went to town with Goble Bought 
4 sacks flour $5.00. 1 cigar 5¢ Total $5.05 Home 2:30 P. M. 
George & Alba went to Rice after noon John listed corn. 

7 Thursday. Clear & cool. Went to Rice after dinner with 
Davy Secrist. Received a letter from J C Zimmerman acknowl- 
edging receipt for 8.00 Dollars for interest Also letter from Co. 
Clerk Proctor Notifying me to open the new road as Petitioned for. 
John finished listing corn this forenoon. Both Boys plowing this 
afternoon 


8 Friday. Clear & high wind south. Went to town with Jim 
Wilson. Home 5:30 P. M. Boys plowing. Went to Jack Mat- 
thews in evening. John Went to Bertrands in evening for their 
wagon to hall hogs. Fearful Dusty & Disagreeable 

9 Saturday clear & Hot in the fore noon. Cloudy & cool after 
noon. Went to town. sold 22 Hogs Weighed 5000 lbs, 4¢ per 
pound = $200.00 Deposited the Money in Cloud co Bank. John 
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& George went to town. Bought 1 Barrel Sugar 321. lbs $17.34 
Dinner 25¢ cigars 25¢ stable for Horses 75¢ Gave Mother $5.00 
$23.59. Home 6 P M Mother went to town with Jack Matthews. 
Home 7 P. M. Went to school house to alliance Rained a 1[i]ttle. 

10 Sunday. Raining. Cold 

11 Monday. Dr McCasey came last night and Staid All night. 
Bought some Hay of Truman Pierce Went with Dr McCasey To 
Heberts Davy Allens Furgersons Rogers Snyders Then to 
Brickers Then to Aurora. Had 2 Bottles of Beer and played one 
game of Old 100. Home 7 P.M _ Bought a setting of Black span- 
ish eggs of Furgerson. Paid 15¢, cigars 25¢—=40¢ Dr started 
home 8 P. M. Mrs. Lareheux Called in the evening. 

12 Tuesday. Good day. Planted Corn & harrowed. Got yel- 
low corn of Jack Matthews. Gave him white corn for it. 

13 [Wednesday.] Fine day. Finished planting corn & Beans. 
Returned Hendersons Planter. Alba, went to Rice. Paid Truman 
Pierce cash $2.75 for hay. Due Pierce 25¢. Loaned J A Secrist 
My Boar Hog. Fred Ward & Josiah Jackman Called in eve 

14 Thursday. Fan. Took the Horse 5:35 A. M. Finished 
planting Corn yester day. Mother Alba John Mabel & Freddie 
went to town. George listing for Jack Matthews. Mother home 
from town 5 P M High wind South. Mrs D H. Judy burried to 
day in Concordia. 

15 Friday. Planted Potatoes. Went to town with Switze Go- 
ble. Bought 1 Bus Potato[e]s 1.25 Dinner 20¢ = $1.45 Home 
2:30 P. M. Pappy Barlow & Daughter Ida called to day for money. 
Paid them $15.00 

16 Saturday. Commenced to rain last night & Continued til 
Middle of foreno[o]n. Wind East. Cool. Fine rain whitch bright- 
ens all vegetation Went to town after noon with J. T. Henderson. 
Home 6 P. M. George went to Rice. Bought 200. Sweet Potatoes 
50¢. 

17 Sunday. Rained And Misted Most of the day. Old Grand 
Pap Groves Called. 

18 Monday. Cloudy & cool. Plowed in Orchard and dug out 
Cherry sprouts. Set 200 Cabbage plants. Everything looks pros- 
perous 

19 [Tuesday.] This is the great convention at Cincinnatti. 
May it be harmonious. Good rain this Morning. Both Mares on 
a spree— 

20 Wednesday. Good day. Went to town with J § Lillibridge. 
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Bought Tobacco 40¢, cigars 10¢ Sweet Potato plants 25¢, squash 
seed 10¢ Knife for Fred 5¢ Total 90¢. Home 3 P. M. Gyp 
Took the Horse 4:30 P. M George Snavely had his Cow to My 
bull. Alba & John Went to Rice after Dinner. 

21 Thursday. Commenced to rain last night 10 P. M. and 
rained nearly all night, and Still raining 11 A. M. Cold for the 
Season. Ground full of water. The ground well soaked. Bad 
Dismal rainy day. 9 P. M. Raining fearful hard Biggest rain in 
7 years. Brought in our Mares & colts. one litter of pigs and one 
Brood of turkeys. Hard rain. Heavy 

22 Friday Cloudy & cool. John went to Rice after dinner. 
And to A. J. Hadleys Paid Hadley $40.00 Cash for the insurance 
for 4 colts, $10.00 each. Too Much Money for a colt. 

23 Saturday. Went to town with John & Mother. Bought 2 
pair shoes 6.25 1 Wheelebarrow Scythe Snaith Whip & Whet- 
stone 3.05¢, Beer 25¢, suit clothes $10.00 Carbolic acid 25¢ Cigar 
5¢ = $19.80 [?] Home 7:30 P M Attended alliance at the cen- 
ter in evening Home 12 Midnight. 

24 Sunday. Cloudy & Cool. Alba and John went to Sunday 
School. Alba went to Gills. Boys went to Hen Peck to church 
in the evening. Alba not at home 8 P. M. 

25 Monday. Cloudy & cold. Alba came this after noon. Dan 
got in the fence and about ruined himself, Which makes one feel 
sick. Loaned Jack Matthews my spade & wire stretcher 

26 Tuesday. Cloudy & cool high wind North east. Wash 
day. Fan Took the Horse 6:10 P M 

27 Wednesday. Pretty fair day. Commenced to plow corn but 
it was too wet Mother Freddie & Mabel went [to] Grand Mother 
Reeves. Matt went to town. Had Our Buggy. Fred Thompson 
Called after dinner. The old Man was Hotter than Hell, about 
the Worlds fair business. Alba went to Rice after dinner. Bor- 
rowed Grand Pap Groves Cart. Mrs Harrison Sick 

28 Thursday. fine day Dr McCasey Called and had dinner 
with us. I went with him to Frank Ruffs Jim Buckleys JM 
Ijames. Had Supper with Jim Buckleys. Went to St. Jo2* Had 
2 Bottles Beer. Started him [home?] 9 P. M. Got home 10:30 
PM. 

29 Friday. Fine day. Went with Dr McCasey To Thompsons 


_ 84. St. Joseph post office was located in eastern Shirley township, Cloud county, approx- 
imately seven milcs east and nearly a mile south of Nelson post office.—The Official State 
Atlas of Kansas (L. H. Everts & Co., Philadelphia, 1887), p. 183. 
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Lafe Brickers, Then to Aurora. 
Home 6 P. M. 

30 Saturday. Big rain this Morning Alba & G[e]orge Went 
to town. John Fred, & I went to Rice. Drove Dave for the Ist 
time. Bought Toba. 40¢ candy 5¢ Hat 15¢—60¢ attended 
alliance at night. 

31 Sunday. Cloudy & warm. Boys and Girls went to S. School. 
C Muller & W. A. Pierce Called to day. Thundered and lightninged 
and threatened rain. 


June, 1891 

1 Monday. Went to Town with Fred Thompson Mother 
Freddie & Mabel. Hard rain in town. Cigars 20¢ Beer 25¢, oil 
50¢, window glass 55¢, Stable Room 25¢, = 2.35 [?] Home 7:30 
PM. A man by the Name of Stewart from Salina Staid all night 
with us. He is a preacher. This is the day for the Worlds fair. 
it was rather discouraging for the G. O. P. I was Made Chairman 
of the Meeting. The Hay seeds were on top 

2 Tuesday Fair day. Wash day. 

3 Wednesday. Good day. Boys plowing corn. The Old Man 
howing in the garden Alba went to Rice after dinner. 

4 Thursday. Cloudy & cool. Dr McCasey called for dinner. 
After dinner I went with him to Jo. LeClares, Then to Montys and 
F A Thompson. Home 7:35 P M. Dr Staid all night. 

5 Friday Great big good rain this morning. Ground full of 
water. Thoroughly Soaked. Thank God for it All. Went to town 
with Dr McCasey. Attended lodge. Rained most of the day. 

6 Saturday. Cloudy & Misty. came home with Pierce and 
Henderson. Bought Potatoes 65¢, Tobacco 50¢ Cigars 25¢. 

7 Sunday. Cloudy & cool. at home all day. 

8 Monday cloudy & cool. The Boys went to town. 

9 Tuesday. Cloudy & warm Went to town. Bought Lumber 
$5.28 Paid interest on 40 acres School land $7.00 Dinner 15¢, 
Tobacco 10¢ = $12.53 Home 6:30 P. M. Alba went to Rice after 
Dinner. Jack Matthews Called in the evening. 

10 Wednesday. Cloudy & cool. Finished planting Potatoes. 
Alba Mabel & Freddie Went to the school house to assist in Sing- 
ing for childrens day June 21st 

11 Thursday. Cloudy & warm. Plowed corn. Finished plow- 
ing listed corn 1st time. Commenced in checked corn after din- 
ner. Planted corn beans. Sent 3 letters to P O With J A Secrist. 


Had dinner with F. A. Thompson 
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One to Robert Hanson, one to H. P. Blake & one to C. H. Willard 

12 Friday Good day. Warm. High wind South. Rained a 
little in the morning. Boy[s] Plowing corn. Alba went to Routh- 
mier’s after noon. 

13 Saturday. Cloudy & Warm. Finished plowing checked 
[corn] the Ist time. Mother & John went to town after dinner. 
Plowed Sweet corn 3rd time. Gave John $2.00 Gave Mother check 
for $10.00 for Charley. Dead loss High wind South. George went 
to Rice in evening, for our Mail. 

14 Sunday Warm & cloudy. The children attended Sunday 
School at the center. Judge Stoner and family vistited in Nelson 
to day 

15 Monday. I went to town with Mother Mabel & Freddie 
Had dinner with Smith. Attended Exchange Meeting. Fearful 
Rain. hardest this Season. Staid all night with Democrat Smith. 
Had dinner with Dr McCasey. Ground full of water. 

16 Tuesday. Good day. Home 3 P M. 

17 Wednesday. Rained hard this morning. Ground full of 
Water. Cloudy & cool. Alba went to Rice after dinner. Alba 
& the Boys attended Singing at the center in the evening. 

18 Thursday. Cloudy & cool Wind north west. Wash day. 
F A Thompson Called Mrs George Snavely, sick Mother & Alba 
went to Snavelys. John Went to town for the Dr. for Mrs Snavely. 
Started 9:25 P.M Mrs Matthews Called also Mrs Jones & Miss 
Davis in the evening. Went to Bed 11 P. M. 

19 [Friday.] Cloudy. Rained after dinner. Dr J. H. Mc- 
Casey Called in the morning. Ella Stoner Called in eve, and staid 
All night. 

20 Saturday. Good day. Went [to] town with Mother & Ma- 
bel. Bought tacks 5¢ cigars 10¢ Beer 25¢, Neck yoke hold back 
75¢ Beef 85¢—2.00 Bill Jones came with us. Home 8 P. M. 
Attended Alliance Meeting at Plumb Creek. Home 1 A. M. 

21 Sunday. Clear & cool. Pleasant. This is children day 
May the Lord help and defend them. Services in Actons Grove. 
Home from Childrens day 4 P.M. Big crowd, and a good time. 
Pleasant cool day. Bill Goble & Mollie stop[p]ed with us in the 
evening, for 3 Hours. 

22 Monday. Fine day. Boys plowed corn. Gooday Boss 
Young Merica called today. He is in trouble with John Stillinger 

23 Tuesday. Good day. high wind South. Went to town with 
J. S. Lillibridge. Had Dinner with Prince the Printer. Bought 
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Twine $5.00 Cigars 15¢ Tobacco 20¢, Shirt 1.00 Flour $1.40 
[Total] $7.75 Home 5 P. M. Jake Matthews bought a new 
Binder. The last Bit of ice use[d] today. Sorry indeed for it 
I[t] was such a luxury. Too Bad Too Bad _ i[t]s all gone. 

24 Wednesday. Clear & hot high wind South. Mother visited 
old lady Reeves. Jack Matthews Started his Wood Binder in our 
wheat. 

25 Thursday. Good rain last night & this morning. Boys 
plowed corn. Burried a sow, that could not pig. Sol McCray called 
to day. Jim Bertram Mowed our Alfalfa 

26 Friday Cloudy & hot. Cut my wheat. Finished culti- 
vating listed corn the Second time. Good rain in the evening. 
Jack Matthews cut my wheat 50¢ per acre, $2.00 

27 Saturday. Cloudy & warm. Went to town. Sold Eggs & 
Butter 2.83. Bought Tob 40, cigars 10¢ Meet 70¢ = $2.05 [?] 
Home 2 P. M. Fearful hot. Boy went To Rice. Drove Tup & 
Dave together for the first time. A J McCalister & wife called in 
the evening and Staid all night. A. J. is co. Lecture[r] and spoke 
at the Center. Big rain about 5 P M 

28 Sunday. Cloudy & hot A J. McCalister & Wife started for 
home 10 A.M. Wind South. Went with Alba to Rice. childrens 
Day. Alba came home with Henderson. I went down to A. J. 
Hadleys. Home 8 P. M. 

29 Monday. Fine day. Finished plowing checked corn 2nd 
time Picked cherries. Dr McCasey & Family Called in the eve- 
ning and staid all night. 

29 [30?] Tuesday. Fine day. Went by Alex Hadleys to town. 
From Concordia I went to Clay Center to Attend the 5[th] Con- 
gressi[on]al Dis. Alliance Meeting. Rail road fair 2.20 Board 
1.00 Total $3.20 Staid over night at the Comstock house. 
Started to Concordia 7:20 A M arrived in Concordia 10.30 Had 
dinner with John Lambs. Arrived home 8:20 P. M. Bought a shirt 
in Concordia $2.00 


July, 1891 

1 [Wednesday.] Home .. . June 30 drew $60.00 school 
money and deposited it in Cloud Bank took receipt for it. I did 
not have check or bank book with me. 

2 Thursday. Clear & warm. Sold 2 Bushels of Cherries $2.56 
George & Alba went to town Plowed corn after dinner. Picked 3 
Bushels of cherries after noon. Corn full of Chinch bugs. 


22—3507 
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3 Friday. Cloudy & hot Went to town. Sold 2% Bushels of 
cherries 1.00 Per Bus Gave Dr McCasey % bus cherries. Home 
1 P. M. Dave Coleman, John Schattlerback, & old Christ Rivir 
Picked cherries here to day. Boys stacked alfalfa this after noon. 
Had a bottle of Beer with Jack Uglow. 

4 Saturday. The glorious fourth of July. George Alba and 
the old Man went to Wilcox Grove to celebrate. John went to 
clyde Rained a littl[e] in the fore noon. Good crowd. Had a 
good time. Broke the doub[le] tree, & had a bad mishap. Com- 
mence[d] to rain when six Miles from home and continued to rain 
all the way home 9 P. M still raining, & thus ends our anaversary 
The 115th long may she wave. 

5 Sunday. Fine day. Gurly Sparger & family Called to day 
& picked cherries. Dr McCasey Family and Brother Malcomb 
called & had dinner and Supper with us. Played a few games of 
old 100. The Boys & Alba went to Rogers for bug Medicine. 

6 Monday Cloudy & warm. I went with George Laman to 
Meet Town board of center Township to divide town line between 
Nelson & center Townships. Center Board failed to come to time. 
Home 11:30 A. M. The following named picked cherries here to 
day. Short & Wife Mrs Uglow & Daughter Mrs Bertram & Liz 
Bertram, Mrs W. B Smith & Daughter. John Schattlerback passed 
by to day. Mrs Smith & Daughter staid all night. 

7 Tuesday. Good rain last night. Cloudy & cold. High wind 
north. Alba & John went to Rice in fore noon. 

8 Wednesday. Fine day. Went to town. Sold 2 Bushels of 
cherries to M. C. McCasey $2.00 Bought oil 20¢ coffee 25, 
Tea 25¢ Double tree for buggy 50¢ Scythe 65¢ = $1.85. Home 
6 P. M. 

9 Thursday. Clear & warm. George Sick. Had cholera Mor- 
bus last night. Mrs Mattie Matthews Called in the evening. Fin- 
ished plowing listed the third time. 

10 Friday. Cloudy & cool The old Man fearful sick last night. 
Rained a good Shower this morning. Boys plowing Corn. The old 
Man unwell. Bad for the old Man 

11 Saturday good day. Mother & Alba went to town. Boys 
Mowed weeds in fore noon. Played Ball after dinner. Mothe[r] 
home 5 P. M. 

12 Sunday. Clear and hot. wind South & South west. Mother 
the Old Man, Mabel & Freddie went to Kellenbargers. Lots of 
People there. Among them A. D. Goble & Famlie. E. Gardner 
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Wife & Boy, & Severel other Ladies. Home 5 P. M. Jack Mat- 
thews cutting Oats for L. M. Swoop 

13 Monday. Fine day. Finished plowing or cultivating corn 
for this year. The old man unwell. Sister Ella Stangland ar- 
rived here 10 P. M. 

14 Tuesday fine day. Cloudy & warm. George & John went 
to W. B Smiths fishing. 

15 Wednesday. Fine day. Boys came home at noon. Caught 
a few fish. George Worked for Henderson after noon. 

16 Thursday. Fine day. Went to town after Dinner. Bought 
Twine $4.20 Picture frame $2.00 Beef 50¢, over alls 85¢, Total 
$8.10 [?] Drew $10.00 from Bank. Home 8 P. M. Jack Mat- 
thews commenced to cut my oats after Dinner. 

17 [Friday.] Good rain last night. Good Day. Cutting Oats. 
Sister Dawsy Called to Kiss her son, who is riding a horse for Jack 
Matthews Gave Ida Barlow ex School Teacher check for $55.00 
yesterday. This closes our business with the thing. 

18 Saturday Good day. Went to town with Alba. Bought 
Twine $1.35 Sent Alba home with the Twine. Attended co. Al- 
liance. Was elected vice President. Dinner 25 cigars 15¢, coffee 
50¢ = $2.25 Drew from Bank 5.00 

19 Sunday. Fearful warm At home all day 

20 Monday. Rained all night last night. Mother Alba & 
Sister Ella went to town, to hear Joint discussion between Mrs 
Lease * & [John M.] Brumbaugh [of Concordia]. Poor Brum- 
baugh was not in it. Home after dark. Dr McCasey Called and 
Staid all night. 

21 Tuesday. Went [with] Dr McCasey to Aurora home 2 P 
M. Good day Went to Jo Campbell & Dutch Price. Bill Reeves 
& Dutch Price called in evening. Dr McCasey Called about Mid- 
night, then went home. 

22 [Wednesday.] Cloudy & warm. Went to town. Sold 6 
Hogs weight 14.30 4.70 per hundred = 67.20 deposited in Bank 
$60.00 Home 2 P.M. Boys making Hay Honey Snavely Called 
2 times to day. Borrowed my wire Stretcher & returned it. 

23 Thursday. Cloudy & warm. All went fishing but the old 
Man. John Kellenbarger called and left some peaches apricots & 
Plumbs. This a lonesome day for the old Man. Home from fish- 
ing 6 P.M. usual luck. 


35. Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Lease was a widely known speaker for the Populist party. 
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24 Friday Good day. Charley Shepherd stacked our wheat & 
Oats & hauled 2 loads of Hay. Paid him cash $1.00 

25 Saturday cloudy & warm Big rain last night. Went to 
Rice after Dinner. Had 2 plow Shares sharpened 50¢ 2 cigars 10¢ 
candy 10¢ Postage 6¢—76¢. Home 6 P. M Boys played Ball 
this after noon. 

26 Sunday. Good day. F. A. Thompson & wife visited us to 
day. Rained a little in the evening. 

27 Monday. Cloudy & warm. Town Board meeting to day. 
Boys plowed wheat stubble this after noon, Mother & Sister vis- 
ited with Hendersons this day. Mother Sister Alba and Mabel 
spent the evening with Jack Matthews. This is his Birth Day. 

28 Tuesday. Mother Sister & John went to town. Home 7 
P.M _ 1 Sack flour $1.20 

29 Wednesday. Good day. Boys Helping Jack Matthews stack 
wheat. Mother Mabel Alba, Freddie & Sister visiting with Gills 
& Clev[e]lands. The old Man at home alone. 

30 Thursday Cloudy & warm. went to Rice. Bought Bologna 
20¢ fish 60¢, cigars 10¢ = 90¢. school Meeting. John Secrist 
Elected clerk. Home 6 P. M. 

31 Friday. Boys helped Jack Matthews stack wheat. Com- 
menced to stack at home 5 P.M. rained a little. 


August, 1891 

1 Saturday. Stacked Oats. Went to town after noon with 
William Lillibridge. Bought Beef 90¢ Beer 5¢ cigars 10¢ = 1.05 
Home at dark. Mother & sister went to Hendersons after Supper. 
Henderson paid Me $2.00 for town Service. 

2 Sunday. Fine day. Judge Stoner & family visited us to day. 
Eli Groves Called. 

3 Monday. Hot. Stacked oats. Kentucky election to day. I 
owe Jim Bertram for 1 day Stacking Oats. 

4 Tuesday. Clear & hot high wind South. Finished Stacking 
Oats. Went to Ames with 3 Hogs Weight 8.70 Price 434= 
38.00 Dock 70 lbs. Bought lumber $4.80 Tobacco 45 Paper 5¢ 
Total $5.30 Home 7 P M Mother Alba Mabel Freddie & 
Sister went to Gobles. 

5 Wednesday. Rained a little bit this morning. Hot. Wind 
SE&S. Boys went to Hamlins. But no threshing. 

6 Thursday. Clear. Mother & the old Man went to town 
Bought coal $1.25 Salt $1.60 Rope 40¢.— $3.25 Home 8:30 
P.M. Mrs Young beat the old Man out of $2.00 
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7 [Friday.] Clear & hot. High wind S. Boys Helped Delforge 
thresh. Mrs W B. Smith & Daughter came this eve. & Staid all 
night. Fearful Dusty to day. I fear hot tomorrow 

8 Saturday. Clear & hot went to town with Lewis Lawrence. 
Fearful Dusty. Home 8 P. M. attended alliance at the Center. 
Home 11:15 P. M. 

9 Sunday. Clear & hot wind W. Subscribed for the K C 
Daily times yesterday $1.00 Sister Alba & George went to 
Thompsons in the evening 

10 Monday. Clear & hot. John went to town. Sister Alba 
and the Old Man went to town in the evening. Staid all night with 
Dr McCasey Sold 1 bus apples 1.00 1 bus crabs 1.00 Home 
Tuesday the 11[th], 10 A M. Bought Cinnamon 10¢ alspice 
10¢, ice 25¢ = 1 sack flour 1.20 = $1.65 

11 Tuesday A little rain last night. Boys helped Moberly 
thresh Halled wheat with team. 

12 Wednesday. Cloudy & warm. Boys helped Moberly thresh 
Jack Matthews Called in eve. Culp Called to day School Blacks. 
Attended school Meeting eve. Home 11 P M 

13 Thursday. Clear & Pleasant. John helped Bill A Pierce 
Thres[h]. Sister Alba came from town Also Maud. Ellison 
our niece from Topeka. George, Mabel and Freddie went to Rice 
after the above named. Received a complim[en]ta[r]y Ticket 

14 Friday. Went to town with Eli Groves, Co. Alliance. 
Chaper Mason, Met. I took the Mark Masters Deegree 

15 Saturday. Good day. staid all night with Dr McCasey. 
Went to Aurora with Dr McDonald. Had dinner With the Dr. 
Dr brought me home 5 P. M. Rained a little last night. Boys 
helped Bertrams yesterday and to day. 

16 Sunday. Clear & warm. Dr McCasey & family visited us 
to day. Mabels birth day. The little of the neighborhood visited 
with her to day. Borrowed 261% lb Hog of J. A. Secrist yesterday. 
Mark H /-Y. 

17 Monday Cloudy & warm. George went to town. Had the 
old Buggy repaired. Miss Maud went to town with George. Home 
4:40 P M. John working on the road. Wash Day. Went to Go- 
bles fore noon. The old lady on the lift. The old Man not much 
better. 

18 [Tuesday.] Clear & hot. George Alba Maud & Mabel 
went to the river after noon. John Helped Switze [Goble] thresh 
from 4 P M till evening. 
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19 Wednesday. Clear & hot. Mother Alba Mable Fred- 
die, Sister & Maud went to Kellenbargers. Boys helped Switze 
thresh. My Shear [share?] flax 4914 Bus 

20 Thursday. Clear & hot til after noon. Went [to] town 
Sold 44.35 bus flax seed 72¢ per bus, = $32.03 Bought Beef 1.40, 
Shirting 1.35 Buggy 5.00 Peeler 75¢, Jars 60¢, Rice 25 Sacks 
2.80 Pepper 20¢ Medicine 40¢ cigar 5¢. Total $12.75 [?] 
Rained a little shower about Six Oclock. Home 7 P. M. Boys 
helped Secrist thresh. Mrs G W Gill and J T Acton Called to day. 

21 Friday. Good rain after noon. Threshed 420 bus Oats 

22 Saturday. Cloudy & cool. Did My threshing Rye 18 Bus 
Wheat, 59 Bus. . . . 77 [x] 3 $2.81 Oats 931 Bus [x] 1% 
$13.96 Oats. $2.31 wheat & Rye, [Total] $16.28 Paid in full, 
22nd This day. Sold 1 load [o]ats 55 Bus 22¢—12.08 Mr 
& Mrs Sawdy called & staid all night 

23 Sunday. Clear & cold Mother Alba Mabel & Freddie 
and sister visited on the top of the twin mounds.** George took 
Maud to town, this forenoon. 

24 Monday. Clear & cool. high wind south. Boys helping Hen- 
derson thresh. John in Jack Matthews place. Wash day. 

25 Tuesday. Good day Boys plowing for wheat. I went to 
town with Alba & Sister. Bought, Paint 75¢ Tin ware 1.00 
Buggy repaired 4.00 Cans 2.20 Tobacco 40¢ coffee 50¢ Lye 
10¢ Matches 25¢ ice 20¢ Brush & putty 20¢,— $9.60 Home 
9P. M. 

26 Wednesday. Cloudy & cool. Rained a little During the day. 
Lady Empson called During the day. Lady Matthews a little bet- 
ter. Boys plowed. Ordered 206 feet iron inch pipe Force pump 
head, and 8 barrel tank from Lyman Coleman. Total $29.64 

27 Thursday. Cloudy & cool Helped Ike Woodruff thresh for 
C M Shepherd % day Boys plowing. Grand Mother McManimie 
& Mrs J. T. Henderson visited us this after noon. Mother & sister 
Called on Lady Matthe[w]s in the eve. 

28 Friday. Good day. Boys Finished plowing flax ground. 
Boys & I went to town after Dinner. I staid in town all night, and 
took The Paster Master and most exc[el]lent Masters Degrees 
Paid $10.00 

29 [Saturday.] Clear & warm. Dinner 35¢, cigars 10¢ = 


86. Twin Mounds are located in Nelson township in sections 23, 26 and 27 of T. 6, R. 2, 
and were embraced in the farms of Charles Muller, W. B, Brisbine and D. Hebert.—Edwards’ 
Atlas of Cloud County, p. 29. 
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$10.45 Came home with Switze Goble 5 P. M. Boys helped C. 
M. Shepherd thresh. 

30 Sunday. Good day. Dr. McCasey and family called to day 
& had dinner with us. 

31 Monday. Clear & hot. Went to Concordia in the morning 
Drew School funds $9.00. Home 12 M. Went to Ames after 
dinner Home 7PM. Failed to get limb at Concordia or Ames. 
Sister started for Home, Wichita. Boys helped Swope thresh. Alba 
and John went to Aurora with Sister. 


September, 1891 

1 Tuesday Clear and hot high wind S. Boys helped W. B. 
Lillibridge Thresh John helped % day for Jim Bertram. Mother 
& Alba & Freddie went [to] town. 

2 Wednesday. Good day. John and the Old Man went to the 
fair. staid at night with Kentucky Smith. John Swanson called 
in the evening. 

3 Thursday. Gooday. George and Alba went to the fair. The 
Baloon assension was grand. Home 6:15 P M. Spent 20¢ to day 
for cigars. Mother [to?] Truman Pierce 9 P. M Mrs. Pierce 
sick 

4 Friday good day. Mother Mabel Freddie and the old 
Man went [to] the fair. Staid all night with Dr. McCasey. Went 
with Dr. to Byrnes to See [a] sick Horse Home to Drs. 2 P. M. 

5 Saturday. Good day. Attended the fair. Home 6:30 P M 

6 Sunday. Brought my cattle from Harrises Pasture. Paid 
Harris check (cash) $8.40 cattle in good condition. Loaned Jack 
Matthews Some whiskey. 

7 Monday. Cloudy & cool. Jim Bertram mowed all day. 
Sprinkled a little in the eve. Looks gloomy for haying. George 
went to Reeves in eve for Bull Rake. Mother & John went to 
town. John started to School at Concordia. Mother hom[e] High 
twelve. Dr. McDonald Called to day. Mrs. Matthews no better, 
this eve. Gave Mother $10.00 

8 [Tuesday.] Commenced to rain last night and rained all 
night & all or nearly all day to day. Gloomy, bad on new mown 
hay. Peeled apples. 

9 Wednesday. Cloudy & cool. George helped at School house 
Mother went to Matthews, Mat a little Better. 

10 Thursday. Cloudy & cool. Worked at the hay, spread & 
dried it. George went to Reeves in the evening. Mother was Called 
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to C. M. Sheppherds in the eve. Mrs Sheppherd took very sick 
Cider Mill returned by Sear. 

11 [Friday.] Made hay, Jim Bertram & Ike Reeves helped. 
Went to town and to mill 4 Bushels wheat. Flour 134 lbs & 50 
lbs Brand. John came home with team. Staid all night with Dr. 
McCasey Took the Royal Arch degree which is immense. Went 
to Bed 4 A. M. 

12 Saturday. fine day. Got medicine from Dr. Rains. Home 
5:30 P M. Boys made hay. 

13 Sunday. Fine day. John went to town with Judge 
Stoner. Mother & Alba visited at Truman Pierce’s in evening. 
Gather[ed] Some Peaches. 

14 Monday. High wind Wash day. Tried to make hay. Jim 
Bertram mowed 1% day & helped % day. Ike Reeves helped % 
day. Fearful wind. 

15 Tuesday. Clear & warm. Made hay. Jim mowed % day 
& helped 4% day. Ike Reeves helped 1 day. Finished mowing. 

16 Wednesday. Clear & high wind South west. Ike Reeves 
helped % day. Paid Ike cash for 34% day[s] cash $3.50 Lady 
Reeves appeared for Peaches. Fearful wind. 

17 [Thursday.] Clear & high wind south. Fearful dusty. 
Went to town. Bought cans 90¢ Tobacco 40¢ Coffee 50¢ cigar 
5¢ Beer 25¢ Total 2.10 Home 7 P.M 

18 [Friday.] Clear & hot. High wind South W. S. Lilli- 
bridge returned my wagon. Dr. McCasey & family visited with 
us to day. Mrs W. B. Smith Called to day for Peaches. John 
Blackledge was here to day. John came home this evening. Sent 
Fan to town for John to come home with. But John came home 
with Willet Mc[Manimie]. So Fan is in town. George helped 
Henderson. 

19 Saturday went to town and home til noon Bought cans 
2.70 Tobacco 40¢, wax 15¢, cigars 5¢ Books 80¢ oil 20¢= 
$4.30 Attended Peoples caucus at the Center was elected dele- 
gate to Peoples Convention. Thundered & lightened. Threatened 
rain, Made a big fuss but no rain. Attended Alliance at the Cen- 
ter. No Alliance. Home 9:30 P. M 

20 Sunday. Cloudy & cool. George took John to town. Old 
Man & Willard Lillibridge Called in the evening. Will start for 
the Promised land tomorrow May good luck go with them. 

21 Monday good day. Worked on the road % day. Cut corn 
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after noon. J. O. McIntosh & Frank Richards Called this after 
noon. George Started to School this morning. 

22 Tuesday. Good People’s Party Convention. Did a good job 
at it. Dinner 25¢ cigars 25¢ Total 50¢. Went to town with 
Henderson. Came home with C. Muller, 7 P. M. 

23 Wednesday Clear & fearful wind south. Wind Mill gave 
out in tower, Lyman Coleman Called to day. Finished the Peach 
business to day. 

24 Thursday. Cloudy. High [wind]s til no[o]n. Then wind 
turned to west & north. Sprinkled a little. Loaned Matthews cider 
mill. Fixed my wind mill. George & Alba went to the Center to 
Singing. 

25 Friday. Cloudy & warm. Went to Ames. Bought lumber 
3.25 Went to Rice after noon. Paid Freight on pipe & pump 
$2.97 Alba Mother and Freddie went to town. Home after dark. 
Dr. Else made cider 

26 Saturday. Cloudy & rained a little. Had C. M. Sheppherd 
Ike Reeves & L. M. Swope helping make ditch for pipe. Paid Ike 
Reeves cash $1.00 Sam Demers called and had Supper with us & 
made [a] speech at the Center & Staid all night with us. Rained 
a little during the night. 

27 Sunday. Cloudy & cool. John went to town with Sam De- 
mers, Truman Pierce called 

28 Monday. Cloudy & cool wind north. Weaned the colts. 
Lyman Coleman came after noon. 

29 Tuesday. Good day. Finished up the pipe & tank. Due 
Baxter Springs Mill company for 21114 feet iron pipe 6%4¢ per 
foot 1 tank $8.25 1 pump head 8.00 1 union 25¢ 1 valve 1.00 
& 2 other things 50¢. Total $31.75 Freight on the above $2.97 
Due the company $28.78 To be paid in 60 days 

30 Wednesday. Cloudy & high wind South, Went to Rice 
bought coal and Lime $1.42 went to Hoffmans for School seat 
irons. Took them to School house. Got a little Sand at School 
house. Repaired the well after dinner. Jack Matthews called in 
eve Old Dutch Hunt called also Julius White. 


October, 1891 

1 Thursday. Commenced to rain last night and rained all day. 
Bolinger called to day. Ground full of water. Alba took Mabel 
to and from School. 

2 Friday. Cloudy & warm. Elias Lillibridge called also John 
Harris, & Borrowed my cider mill. Dr. McCasey Called in eve- 
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ning. I went to town with him. Rained before we got to town. 
Attended Lodge, Staid all night with Dr. 

8 Saturday. In town, rained all day Drew $10.00 from 
Bank. Paid for cigars 20¢ umbrella $1.00 gave John 1.50 Book 
40¢. Rail road fair 18¢ Tobacco 40¢ Total 3.61 [?] 

4 Sunday. Bright & clear. Came home. George & Freddie 
met [me] at Rice. 

5 Monday. Cloudy & cool. Cleaned Seed wheat. George Staid 
at home from School. Goplip [Gottlieb?] Huscher called. Jack 
Matthews Borrowed my wagon. Budwiser moved his goods into 
F. A. Thompson’s House, then returned to Matthews. George 
went to Rice in evening. Commenced to rain 6:30 P. M. Bad 
night 

6 Tuesday. Rained last night Painted the Buggy. Elias 
Lillibridge made cider, settled with Dick Reeves as Over Seer Dis. 
No 3 

7 Wednesday. Fine day. Went to town with J. B. Collett, 
Home with Grand Pap Groves. Made return of Road over seers 
reports to County Clerk. Had dinner with Judge Stoner. Bought 
cigars 15¢, Book 10¢ Tobacco 10¢ Sewing Machine repairs 19¢ 
= 54¢. Alba went to Rice [in] after noon. Tried to drill in wheat 
but it was too wet. 

8 Thursday. Cloudy & cool. Wind north. Drilled wheat. I 
helped Jack Matthews thresh half day. 

9 Friday. Clear & cool. I helped Jack Matthews thresh, 
Finished Drilling wheat. 

10 Saturday. Good day. John helped Jack Matthews finish 
threshing. Worked for George Lamon after noon. George and 
the Old Man dug Potatoes [in the] after noon. Mother went to 
town. Attend[ed] Alliance meeting at the Center. Dr. McCasey 
Judge Carnahan & Judge Stoner spoke. The Old Man was made 
chairman of the meeting. Mother brought Frankie McCasey home 
with her. 

11 Sunday. Clear & high wind South east. Alba went to Sun- 
day School. Judge Stoner came out from town John went to 
town on Walker’s express. Mother Alba & Mabel went to Kellen- 
bargers [in the] after noon. George went to Rice after noon. 
George and Alba went to church in the evening. Jack Matthews 
Called in the evening to borrow my wagon Sum more. 

12 Monday. Cloudy & cool. High wind north. Town Board 
met on town of Shirley to divide Said town line. Home 4 P. M. 
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Sam Demers and C. W. Dutton called & Staid all night. Rained 
and Spoiled the speech. 

13 Tuesday. Fine day. Killed a hog. Returned J. A. Secrist 
26 lbs [of pork] Borrowed last August. Blackwell Willett Mc- 
Manimie and J. A. Secrist called. Loaned Sam Demers my Scrap 
Book. 


14 Wednesday. Good day. Went to town on train and from 
there to Minersville with Dr. McCasey. Made speech Home to 
town with Sam Demers 12:30 Staid all night with Demers. 

15 Thursday Clear and cool Settled with Jack Matthews for 
Harvesting 14.00 for Beef $1.10. Jack bought horse collar for the 
one he borrowed a year ago. Came home with Jake 3 P. M. 
Church social at the Center last night. Davy Secrist bought new 
Buggy and harness. Loaned my wagon seat to Budd. The seat 
returned in the evening 

16 Friday Went to town with J. T. Henderson. Attended Co 
Alliance. Went down to Meredith to hear Savary speak went 
with Hon. 8. O. Everly, staid all night with Jim Flynn. 

17 Saturday. Morning at Jim Flynn’s. Went with him to A. 
J. McAllisters, and from there to C C Eyes. Had dinner there. 
Then went to Miltonvale and back to Eye’s & there met Savary 
& Mosher. Had Supper at Eyes. From [there] to School house 
103 After the meeting 10:15 P M Started for home. Arrived 
home 1:15 A. M. 

18 Sunday. Good Day. John Lamb & Family, Dr. McCasey 
and Truman Pierce visited us to day. John went to town with Dr. 
McCasey. This is Mother’s Birth Day she being 46 years old. 
May she live to enjoy many more birth days. This is also our 26th 
Anaversary. 

19 Monday. Good Day. Commenced to gather corn. That is 
to crib corn. Made cider and apple butter. Hen. Bolen called 
this morning. Borrowed Henderson’s copper Kettle to boil cider 
in. Dr Else made cider last Saturday. Proff Sawdy Called Tru- 
man Pierce called in the evening 

20 Tuesday. Clear & Pleasant. George Husked corn, I went 
to Rice after noon with William Lillibridge. Dug sweet potatoes. 
George & Alba went to Singing at the Center, in the evening 

21 Wednesday. Clear and Pleasant. Went to Ames with 2 
loads of Oats 102 Bushels at 23¢,— $23.46 Bought coal 680 
lbs 20¢ = $1.36 Lumber $4.76. Home 3:30 P M_ Borrowed Jacks 
wagon. Loaned Mrs. Jack my Buggy. Jack returned my Buggy 
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and Borrowed my wagon. Returned Jacks wagon. Alba went to 
town with Mrs. Henderson. The infernal republican lumber yard 
at Ames beat me out of 28¢. 

22 Thursday. Good day. Wash day. George Husked corn. 
Paid Truman Pierce cash $2.95 for Beef. In full [payment] for 
all demands to date 

23 Friday. Good day. Went to town with Rye & wheat 
wheat 14.50 bus. 64¢. Rye 13.20 Bus 63¢ = $17.94 [?] Bought 
gloves $1.50, Tobacco 75¢ Gave Mother $10.00 nails 25¢, cigar 
5¢. Paid Jim Hagaman cash $1.00 for years Blade, 100 lbs 
flour $2.50 1 shirt $1.50 Total $17.55. Mother was in town 
with me. Home 6:30 P. M. Found W H Savary and W. A. 
Mosher [Populist] candidate for Treasure[r] was at our House. 
John came home. Went to speech at the Center. Home 12:30 
P. M. 

24 Saturday. Good day. Boys husking corn. Attended Town- 
ship Caucus, at the Center. Charles Muller nominated for Trustee, 
G. W. Laman for Clerk J. T. Henderson, for Treasure[r], J. O. 
McIntosh for Constable & J. W. Campbell for Constable. J. E. 
Bean Jack Matthews Dick Reeves and J. O. McIntosh over 
seers. Caucus Harmonious throughout. The repubs did not Stand 
much show. 

25 Sunday. Good day. Hinman, Bolinger** Couch and Al- 
exander Passe[d] by and called. 

26 Monday. Good day. Town board meeting at George La- 
man’s. Mother went to town Home 1:30 P. M George Husked 
corn. 

27 Tuesday. Good day. Made fence, George husked corn. 
Lew Cabels & wife had Supper with us and attended the Alliance. 
Home 11:15 P M I gave $5.00 to Aurora Alliance Exchange, or 
rather I loaned them $5.00 

28 Wednesday. Clear & warm. Dr. McCasey called after din- 
ner and spayed 9 Sows. George & Alba went to Rice in the eve- 
ning to hear W. H. Savary speak. Paid Jim Bertram cash $4.00 
Due Jim $3.00 Went to Hendersons in the evening. Henderson 
paid me $2.00 Balance due me on Trus[tee] business. 

29 Thursday. Good Day. Went to town [in] after noon with 
Mother & Alba. Alba came home. Mother & I went with the R. 
A. Mason[s] to Superior Neb. to a Masonic festival. Attende[d] 


_ 87. A. H. Bolinger was the Democratic candidate for county commissioner for the second 
district.—Concordia Daylight, November 17, 1891. 
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Chapter R. A. Masons there (2) teams went through. Grand & 
elegant Banquet. Good time all around. Back to Concordia 6 
A.M. Bill to Superior for Mother & the old Man $4.40 

30 Friday Came to Rice from Concordia cost 35¢ Home 
12 noon. John came home from town 6.30 P.M 

31 Saturday. Good day. Boys Husked corn til noon then 
Hauled hay and dug potatoes. Attended Alliance meeting at the 
Center. Home 10:20 Paid Jim Bertram cash $3.00 on haying. 


November, 1891 

1 Sunday. Cloudy & cool. Mother, Mabel, Freddie, Alba & 
the Old Man visited with Proff Sawdys. Home 5 P. M. Johny 
went to town this after noon. Cut and dehorned my bulls yester- 
day. The first dehorning I ever did. 

2 Monday. Cloudy & cool. Made cider & Picked apples. 
Rained a little in evening. Went to Geor. Laman’s in the evening 
to finish town report. School mother called in the eve. 

3 Tuesday Election day. Disagreeable all day, cloudy and 
unpretty. Big falling off in P. P. [Populist party] vote from last 
year if this falling off hold[s] good over the co it will elect the 
repub. ticket. 

4 Wednesday. Went to town with election returns, went with 
L. M. Swope and returned with him. P. P. Ticket elected. The 
repubs blue about the “gills.” 

5 Thursday good day. Attended rail road meeting at Hen 
Peck. Was made chairman. Home 9:15 P M 

6 Friday Good day. Went to town with T[ruman] Pierce 
Bought Toba. 15¢ Brush 25¢ oil 55¢ whiting 20¢ cockeye 5¢ 
= $1.20¢ Home 5:30 P. M 

7 Saturday. Good day. Went to Aurora after dinner. Home 
after dark. George & Alba went to Millers to Surprise Mattie 
Matthews John failed to come home last night or to day. 

8 Sunday Cloudy & cool. High wind north. Fearful Dusty 
& Disagreeabel. Truman Pierce also Arkansaw Pierce called 
to day. 

9 Monday. Clear & Pleasant. Worked on Rail Road. My 
lst work on rail road. I must Say I am not struck on that Kind 
of work. Wash Day. 

10 Tuesday. Worked on the R. R. Cleaned House. Mollie 
Goble helped us at the house cleaning. Wind change[d] to north 
in the evening and rained a little. Col. George Huscher returned 
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from Colerado, Albert Woodruff & family returned from Califor- 
nia Lizza Had calf Heifer 4 days over time. 

11 Wednesday. Cold & Fearful Windy & dusty. Bad cold 
and disagreeable day. Went to town after noon. Staid all night 
with Democrat Smith. Home at noon. Snowed 

12 Thursday. Clear & cool. Home 12 m. Went to Aurora 
after dinner. Home 5:30 P. M. Mad[e] partial arrangements to 
buy corn at Aurora for Smith Sidwell and Smith. 

13 Friday Cloudy & cool. Made fence. George went to town 
after noon. Sold a load [of] corn 28 bus 28¢ per bus = $7.84 
Boys bought shoes $5.25 John came home with George, Home 
7PM 

14 Saturday. Cloud[y] and disagreeable. Boys hauled hay 
and Husked corn. Old gentleman Hoffman Was buried age 77 
years. 

15 Sunday. Bad disagreeable day John went to town 

16 Monday. Cloudy & cool. Went to town staid all night 
Drew $10.00 from Bank. Bought pair gloves 50¢ George coat & 
vest 2.00 Glass 30¢ lamp chimney. Staid all night with Judge 
Stoner. 

17 Tuesday Went to Aurora and commenced to work [for] 
W. B. Smith & Co. 

20 Saturday [Friday?]. Cloudy and misted and rained. Sister 
Sybilla came from California. Alba came to Aurora for me. Ar- 
rived 6:30 P M 

21 Saturday. At Aurora Turned fearful cold in the evening. 

22 Sunday cloudy & cold High wind north west. Took John 
to town and then went to Smiths. Jo Freeborn & Somebody els[e] 
Called to day. Cloudy & cold in the eve. 

23 Monday. Fairday. Sold 12 Hogs weight 2950 Price 3.40 
= $100.30 

23 [24?] Tuesday I pulled 30 bu of corn a small day’s work 
for the boss. [This was written by George.] 

24 [25?] Wednesday Husked corn poor business for me be- 
golly. [Written by George. ] 

25 [267] Thursday Thanksgiving day I went over to Au- 
rora after Pa in the eve. had turkey for supper pretty good stuff 
bought nails at Aurora 25¢ [Written by George.] 

26 [27?] Friday good day John took Pa. over to Aurora 
this morning & took Aunt Sybilla this eve. John almost peetered 
out. [Written by George.] 
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December, 1891 

14 This is my last [day] for W. B. Smith & Co. Buying grain 
at Aurora. Rained yesterday and last night, and nearly all this 
forenoon. Met Mr. Smith at Aurora and made settlement and 
quit. Home 5:30 P.M. Ground full of water. George at School. 
Our corn Husker came in this evening. Bought lumber Cash $6.75 
Dinner 20¢ Total $6.95 Wind North and threatens Storm. 

15 Tuesday. Cloudy and disagreeable, worked all day re- 
pairing gates and fences, sold 3 steers for $51.00 to be delivered 
in Concordia 17th, 1891. Spotted Sow Boared by festus. Benson 
Morgan Called in after noon Wanted to buy steers. 

16 Wednesday. Cloud[y] and Disagreeable. Went to town 
with Benoni Ledoux. Home 4 P. M. George & Alba went to Au- 
rora in the evening. The old man went to Henderson’s in the eve. 

17 Thursday. Good day. Took my steers to Concordia. They 
weighed 2555 2144 —5748 Bought 2 Bridles $3.50 crackers 
$1.75 oil 15¢ Gave George $1.00 oysters 80¢ Freddie $1.15 
Total $9.15 [?] 

18 Pretty good day. Mother and I went to town with Truman 
Pierce & wife. Attended Lodge and Banquet. Good time all 
around. Mother and I staid all night with Dr. McCasey. Paid 
my taxes for this year 1891 $39.00 Bought suit [of] clothes 
$17.50 New Tongue for buggy 2.25 Total $58.75 Homf[e] 11 
Am Paid corn Husker $14.00 for 114% days Husking corn. John 
& George & corn husker went to Rice in the evening 

20 Sunday. Good day. This is my 49th Birth Day. George 
took John to Rice Alba went to George Lamans his wife being 
very sick George went to church. 

21 Monday. Mrs. Laman Died this morning. I went to town 
with Truman Pierce for coffin Home after Dark. Rained a little 
in forenoon, Cold and Disagreeable after noon. Wash Day. The 
old Lady quite unwell. Bought whiskey 10¢ cigars 10¢ Dinner 
15¢ = 35¢ Paid G. A. R. Dues $2.00 which releases me from 
all liabilities from Concordia Post G. A. R. 9 P. M. High wind 
West. Disagreeable 

22 Tuesday. Pretty fair day. George Mother Freddie & 
Alba went to town. Alba started for Lincoln Neb. Gave Alba 
Cash $8.00 The old man at home alone. Mrs. Laman buried today 
at St Peter. Mrs John A Jackman Died last night. Mabel at 
School George went to Gobels in the evening. 
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23 Wednesday. Good day Went to Aurora. Bought coal 
$3.37 Home 3 P. M A. D. Goble went to Aurora with me. & 
home with me. 

24 Thursday. Went to town after Dinner. Bought candies & 
nuts for the children John & Frankie McCasey came home with 
us. Fanny and Dr came later. Helped Jack Matthews Kill and 
dress a beef in forenoon. Attended Christmas tree at the center, 
in the evening. 

25 Friday. Cold. Snowed last night. High wind west. Turkey 
for dinner. I went with Dr to town His family staid at our house. 
Attended Chapter. Fearful cold. After Chapter Meeting had lunch 
& Beer Saw Billy Conner from Scandia. Staid all night with Dr. 

26 Saturday. Pretty fair day. Went to Aurora from Concor- 
dia. Paid my chapter dues while at Chapter meeting Friday eve- 
ning $1.00 Had dinner with P Miller. John came after me at 
Aurora George took Mrs. McCasey home. Dr and the old Man 
both sick. home from Aurora 5:30 P. M. 

27 Sunday. Pretty fair day. the old Man unwell. 

28 Monday. Good day. the old Man down sick. Had Dr 
McDonald in the night. The old man sick. 

29 Tuesday. Good day. Killed Beef John Henry Bill. Old 
man sick and put in a bad night. John went to Aurora in the eve- 
ning. Alliance Meeting too sick to attend. 

30 Wednesday. Good day. Boys finished Husking corn. Wash 
day. The old man better. Am right glad of it. 

31 Thursday. Pretty fair Day. Boys & mother went to town. 
Sold 1 load corn Sold Dr McCasey 185 [lbs.] Beef at 5¢ per lb 
= $9.25 Also 2 Bushels of Flax seed at 1.70 Per bus =3.40 Mak- 
ing payment to Dr McCasey $12.65 Wind Changed about 8 P. 
M. and got cold. This is the last day of the old year. Good by old 
Year. You havent been a failure. Come Again. 


[Part Three Will Appear in the November, 1946, Issue] 
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Bypaths of Kansas History 
His Sure SHOWED 
From The Independent, Oskaloosa, October 11, 1873. 


The Fair ground track on the south side is cut down for a short distance 
so that it cannot be seen by persons on the north side, where the crowd usually 
congregates. But the married man who rode around the ring with a woman 
who was not his wife and employed his time on that part of the track by 
hugging and kissing her, should have reflected that the fence has very large 
cracks in it! Keep dark! 





ErirHer Way THEY Got IN THE CorN 


From The Kansas Daily Commonwealth, Topeka, October 12, 
1873. 


Work at the state printing office has closed for the present, and will not be 
resumed again until the heads of departments furnish more copy. This will 
enable the compositors to harvest their corn and potatoes. 





One Way or Doine Ir 
From the Girard Press, February 24, 1876. 


In an obscure corner of this county (if any place in the county can be 
obscure) lives a young man who was troubled with a ring, too tight for his 
finger. To remove it he adopted the original plan of shooting it off with his 
revolver. He made a perfect success of it, but the probabilities are that the 
doctor will have to finish the job of taking off the finger. 


——— 


LivEsTocK ON Kansas AVENUE, TOPEKA, IN 1876 
From the Topeka Daily Blade, July 29, 1876. 


A herd of sheep probably 250 or 300 were being driven along the avenue 
when at the corner of 6th they saw Will O. King’s dog and in order to evade 
him took the sidewalk on the west side. The dog seeing the sheep coming, 
became frightened and ran in the book store, and the sheep followed in after 
him. As is customary with sheep they crowded and scrambled to get in, and 
the sight was so funny that a large crowd soon collected, enough in fact to 
have taken a sheep apiece and carried them out. But strange enough there 
was not a man in the crowd but that was afraid to take ahold, afraid they 
would bite. The back door of the store happened to be standing open, and 
the sheep were easily driven through without doing any damage, except what 
can be repaired with a broom. King’s store is the pleasantest thoroughfare 
in the city, at any rate runaway horses, sheep and cattle generally seem to 
have a weakness for it. 
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Kansas History as Published in the Press 


A story of the Communist colony which settled at Urbana, Neosho 
county, in 1877 and 1878, by W. W. Graves, was printed in the 
Chanute Tribune, January 5, 1946. Four issues of the colony’s 
newspaper, The Star of Hope, are on file in the Kansas State His- 
torical Society’s newspaper collection. 

Wellington newspapers have printed a number of articles on local 
history in connection with the city’s diamond jubilee being cele- 
brated this year. The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of 
Wellington is being observed with a series of public events scheduled 
from April through August 24, 1946. The Daily News published an 
article February 7, on the organization of Sumner county. It was 
based on material in the files of the Wellington chapter, D. A. R. 
The Monitor-Press printed a series of 12 historical articles between 
January 31 and April 22, 1946. Some of the subjects were: 
“Settlement of Wellington,” ‘“Wellington’s First Business Firms,” 
“Many New Settlers Arrive in 1876,” “Many Social Events in 1878,” 
“Wellington Triples During 1879,” “Beginning of the Boom,” and 
“Wellington Loses Southwestern College.” 


“Cultural Interests in Kansas” was the subject of a talk by Miss 
Anna Carlson before the Round Table Women’s Study Club at 
Lindsborg. The text of the speech appeared in the Lindsborg News- 
Record, February 21, 1946. 


The Luray Methodist church celebrated the fiftieth anniversary 
of the erection of its first permanent building, February 17, 1946. 
A historical sketch of the church was published in the Luray Herald, 
February 28. Services were held for a number of years in private 
homes and in the schoolhouse prior to the building of the first church 
in 1896. 

An episode in a Texas cattle drive through Saline county in 1869, 
was recalled in The McPherson County News, McPherson, February 
28, 1946. It was written by Carl G. Lindholm, who at the age of 
five settled with his parents in southern Saline county. 

The Kingman Journal, established March 8, 1888, observed its 
aniversary in March, 1946. Founded by 8. H. Snider and O. P. 
Fuller, the newspaper was first published under the name Voice of the 
People. The founders announced the policy of upholding the prin- 
ciples of the Union Labor Platform. The name was changed to 
the Kingman Weekly Journal by a subsequent editor, John A. 
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Maxey, who published the paper in the early part of 1890. The 
word “Weekly” was later dropped from the title. Edwin Bronaugh 
is the present publisher. 


Included among articles of historical interest to Kansans in recent 
issues of the Kansas City (Mo.) Star were: “Humor and Playful- 
ness of Dr. [Charles M.] Sheldon Revealed in Prized Letters to 
Friends,” by Margaret Whittemore, March 29, 1946; “Shelter Belts 
Alter Old Time View of the Treeless Prairies of Kansas,” April 18, 
and “Cattle Driven Over Chisholm Trail in ’60’s Helped Break a 
Meat Shortage,’ by Cecil Howes, April 26; “This “Town of Kansas’ 
[Kansas City, Mo.] Took Its First Firm Step Just a Century Ago,” 
by Edward R. Schauffler, April 28. Articles in the Kansas City 
(Mo.) Times were: “Weird [Wind-Driven] Wagons That Might 
Have Been, Turned Kansans Against Liquor, Perhaps,” by Edward 
R. Schauffler, April 3, 1946; “Mount Oread’s Carillon Will Bring 
Type of Bell Music New to Kansas,” by Bill Mahoney, April 13; 
“A Santa Fe Trail Honeymoon Recorded in Bride’s Diary of Mexi- 
can War Days,” by Edward R. Schauffler, April 19; “White’s Book 
and a Pastor’s [Oliver M. Keve] Letter Recall Senator Burton of 
Kansas,” by Cecil Howes, May 2, and “Three Sisters’ Defense of 
[Indian] Cemetery [in Kansas City, Kan.] Continued for Nearly 
Forty Years,” by Henry Van Brunt, June 7. 


W. W. Graves, editor of the St. Paul Journal, resumed publication 
of his series of articles entitled “History of Neosho County,” in 
April, 1946. Recent subjects, and dates of publication, include: 
“Grasshopper Plagues,’ May 2; “Ferries,” May 9; “Drouths,” May 
16; “Storms” and “Neosho River Floods,’ May 23; “Flood Control 
Movements,” June 6, and “Ghost Towns,” June 13, 20, 27, July 4. 


A letter written by Col. D. R. Anthony August 17, 1857, after an 
inspection journey through northeastern Kansas was quoted by 
George Remsburg in the Atchison Daily Globe, May 16, 1946. 
Another article by Mr. Remsburg entitled, “Notes of the Early 
Days in and Around Atchison,” was printed May 2. 


The experiences of H. T. Hineman, pioneer of Lane county who 
increased his acreage from 320 to 13,000 in 60 years by producing 
livestock and wheat, were reviewed in a three-column article in the 
Kansas City (Mo.) Daily Drovers Telegram, May 9, 1946. 

Hutchinson celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary of its found- 
ing with a four-day “Diamond Pow Wow” May 15-18, 1946, featured 
by street entertainment, pioneer and industrial parades, and a his- 
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torical pageant. The arrival of a pony express, which left St. Joseph 
May 12 with a packet of letters, opened the celebration. The event 
included a wedding on horseback and a golden wedding ceremony 
honoring more than 100 couples, all of them married more than 50 
years. The longest-married couple on the stage was Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Kingman of Walnut township, Reno county, who have been 
married more than 66 years, the Hutchinson News-Herald reported. 
Three pages of pictures taken during the celebration were featured 
in the June 17 issue of Life. 


The fight between Gum Springs (now Shawnee) and Olathe in 
1858 for the county seat of Johnson county was briefly reviewed in 
the Johnson County Herald, Overland Park, May 30, 1946. 


The Baxter Springs Citizen issued a historical edition on May 30, 
1946, as a memorial to the war dead of the community. It contained 
pictures of Baxter Springs men who lost their lives in World War II, 
a photograph of the federal monument in Baxter Springs cemetery 
in memory of the 135 men who lost their lives in the Quantrill mas- 
sacre there in 1863, and a photograph of General Blunt’s band, 
which was wiped out in the massacre. The historical sketch of 
Baxter Springs was based largely on a thesis written by Mrs. A. T. 
St. Clair. Other articles featured the histories of the city’s churches, 
clubs and newspapers. 


A list of pioneers who settled in Ness county between 1872 and 
1880 was printed in the Ness County News, Ness City, June 13, 1946. 
It was compiled from the registration at the old settlers’ reunion 
held at Ness City, June 5 and 6. Thad Levan, who settled in the 
county in 1872, has lived there longer than anyone else who was 
present. Gov. Andrew F. Schoeppel was a reunion speaker. His- 
torical articles in the annual reunion edition of the Ness County 
News, May 30, included: “Ness City Library History,” by Edna 
Robison; “Early History of Ness County,” by Ellen Maguire; 
“Thad Levan Recalls Beaver Creek Battle,” and “Early Day In- 
dustrial Development Halted by Sugar Mill Fire in 1890,” by 
George A. Borthwick. Other topics included a story of the life of 
George Washington Carver; homesteading in Ness county in 1879, 
by L. T. Miller, and the history of “Dutch Flats,” by Mrs, Minnie 
Dubbs Millbrook. A roster of Ness county officers from 1880 to 
1946 and a list of Ness county discharged veterans of World War 
II were also published in this issue. 
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Lawrence voters on April 2, 1946, approved a $325,000 bond issue 
for a new city building which will provide quarters for the Douglas 
County Historical Society as well as veterans’ organizations and the 
fire and police departments. Sponsors of the project pointed out 
that the new structure will provide room for a museum to preserve 
items of historical value now scattered over the city. 


A description of old Shawnee Friends Mission was given by Dr. 
Charles Loomis at a meeting of the Shawnee Mission Indian His- 
torical Society at Merriam, April 22, 1946. The mission was located 
on property long owned by the Loomis family and the site is in the 
present Merriam community. Loomis also mentioned the town of 
Gum Springs, now Shawnee. The present name of the latter town 
was derived from the Indian tribe. Mrs. Pauline Van Hercke 
and others spoke on Catholic churches and schools of Shawnee 
township at the March 25 meeting of the society held at Shawnee. 


Chancellor Deane W. Malott of the University of Kansas ad- 
dressed a dinner of the William Allen White Foundation in New 
York City, April 24, 1946. Chancellor Malott said the foundation 
was planned to provide “realistic teaching material” for the school 
of journalism and public information at the University of Kansas. 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower was guest of honor at the dinner. 
Other speakers included Sen. Arthur Capper; Frank E. Tripp, gen- 
eral manager of Gannett newspapers; A. D. Willard, Jr., executive 
vice-president of the National Association of Broadcasters, and 
Francis Harmon, vice-president of the Motion Picture Producers’ 
Association. 

The Ness County Historical Society is planning to erect markers 
in memory of Dr. George Washington Carver, one upon the quarter 
section of land south of Beeler which the famed Negro scientist 
homesteaded in the late 1880’s, and the other on nearby K-96 high- 
way. Dr. Carver was for years head of agricultural research at 
Tuskegee Institute. 

Preliminary steps for the organization of the Decatur County 
Historical Society were taken at a meeting at Oberlin, May 22, 
1946. Temporary officers chosen were: H. Q. Banta, president; 
E. R. Woodward, vice-president; Ben Miller, secretary, and Dr. 
A. J. Thomsen, treasurer. Temporary officers plan to call a county- 
wide meeting to complete a permanent organization. 


The 100th anniversary of the arrival of the ill-fated Donner 
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party at Alcove Springs in present Marshall county and the death 
of Mrs. Sarah Keyes was observed by the Marysville D. A. R. 
May 26, 1946, with commemorative services at the historic camping 
grounds on the old California-Oregon road seven miles south of 
present Marysville. In 1941 the Kansas state legislature memorial- 
ized the National Parks Board to make a national monument or 
historic shrine of the Aleove Springs area, but as yet no action has 
been taken. 


A marker at the site of Lamb’s Point, one-half mile east of De- 
troit, Dickinson county, was dedicated June 14, 1946, with Charles 
M. Harger of Abilene, former president of the Kansas State His- 
torical Society, giving the dedicatory address. Lamb’s Point, named 
for William Lamb, was the seat of the county government for a 
time in the late 1850’s, and was a stopping place on early stage lines. 
The memorial was erected by the Dickinson County Historical 
Society and members of the Lamb family. 


Citizens residing in Riley county 50 or more years were honored 
at a basket dinner and program sponsored by the Riley County 
Historical Association at Manhattan June 16, 1946. The featured 
speaker, Alvin Springer, Manhattan attorney, discussed early days 
in Kansas. Walter E. McKeen is president of the association. 

Former students of old Garfield University, 1887-1890, the pred- 
ecessor of present Friends University, of Wichita, unveiled a bronze 
tablet at the university on June 18, 1946, commemorating the es- 
tablishment of Garfield University. A bronze plate was fastened 
to the door of a room which is to serve as a Garfield memorial room. 


The histories of Crawford county’s Catholic churches and patri- 
otic organizations and the story of Washington Irving’s trip across 
the county were highlights of the summer meeting of the Crawford 
County Historical Society at Pittsburg, June 20, 1946. Dr. O. P. 
Dellinger is president of the society and Mrs. C. M. Paris is secre- 
tary. 

Miss Stella B. Haines, president of the Augusta Historical Society, 
has announced that the society’s museum will be open to the public 
each Sunday afternoon during the summer. New postal cards of 
the museum are on sale. 


The Dodge City Historical Society has contracted for the pur- 
chase of show cases for its museum objects. They will be placed 
in a Southwest Fair building until permanent space is available in 
the new municipal auditorium. 
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Plans are being made to organize a Shawnee County Historical 
Society. Paul B. Sweet, of Topeka, is temporary treasurer. 


More than 100 articles from the museum of the University of 
Wichita have been lent to the Wichita Public Historical Museum 
for display at the forum. Some of the larger pieces are an ox yoke, 
a wheel for fixing wool in strands, a cradle for cutting wheat and 
a loom with pedals. Museum hours are 1:30 to 4:30 p. m., Tuesdays 
through Saturdays. Mrs. Frank Slay is curator. 


Aerial views of business districts and industrial sites in 16 Kansas 
cities are included in a 220-page, illustrated volume, Kansas Indus- 
trial Properties, recently issued by the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany. The book features pictures of buildings and maps of indus- 
trial sections, together with data on area and population, major 
industrial activities, labor, climate, railroads, industrial power, 
water and gas, financial institutions and natural resources. The 
state’s general industrial activities, potential resources and trans- 
portation are also discussed. Kansas cities described in the volume 
are: Kansas City, Elwood, Leavenworth, Lawrence, Topeka, Man- 
hattan, Marysville, Junction City, Clay Center, Concordia, Abilene, 
Salina, McPherson, Russell, Hays and Ellis. 


The new 136-page book, Wichita People, issued by the Wichita 
Chamber of Commerce, is an excellent review of Wichita in pictures 
and story. In addition to the sections devoted to the activities of 
Wichita citizens, there are thirty-two pages filled with photographs 
of articles manufactured or produced in the city’s metropolitan area 


Fifty Years of Secondary Education in Oxford, Kansas is the title 
of a 151-page history of Oxford Rural High School prepared and 
written by members of the 1945-1946 office-practice class and E. 
Esther Griswold, teacher. The high school was organized as a two- 
year course beginning in 1895. The school’s 1946 annual, Oxford 
Wildcats, also observed the golden anniversary by publishing his- 
torical sketches of the athletic teams and pictures of teams and 
classes of earlier years. Views of the first school buildings were 
included. 

Seventy-five Years of Kansas City Livestock Market History is 
the title of a 40-page booklet issued by the Kansas City Stock Yards 
Company. The growth and development of the livestock market is 
sketched in three 25-year periods and is illustrated with drawings 
and photographs of early structures and photographs of the present 
yards and offices. 
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Kansas cities and towns are again issuing colored illustrated 
folders or booklets featuring their business and community life and 
historical background. Included among the cities whose booklets 
have reached this Society are Topeka, Smith Center, Lawrence and 
Phillipsburg. 


An illustrated 52-page booklet, Wealth in Depth—The Minerals 
of Kansas, has been issued by the Kansas Industrial Development 
Commission, Topeka. The publication features pictures of mineral 
formations and products, and geological and ground water supply 
maps. A folder, Kansas Horizons, was also recently issued by the 
Development Commission. It contains pictures of the Kansas state 
flag, flower, bird, and statehouse in colors and discusses the state’s 
productive record under the heading, “Kansas, the Balanced State.” 


Birds in Kansas is the title of a 340-page book published in 
March, 1946, by the Kansas State Board of Agriculture. The 
author is Dr. Arthur L. Goodrich, Jr., of the department of zodlogy 
of Kansas State College. In addition to six sketches of Kansas 
birds in color by Margaret Whittemore, there are numerous other 
illustrations. Also featured are a list of colloquial names and 
“finding lists,” which consist of tabulations of more common Kan- 
sas birds by habitat, by time of year or residence, and by their 
major colors. 


A 326-page book, General George Crook—His Autobiography, 
edited and annotated by Martin F. Schmitt, was published in 
March, 1946, by the University of Oklahoma Press, Norman. Gen- 
eral Crook spent his military career, excepting the four Civil War 
years, in Western United States and was commanding general of 
the Department of the Missouri, “the largest and most active of all 
frontier commands,” at his death in 1890. 

The Social Science Research Council of New York City has pub- 
lished a 177-page bulletin entitled Theory and Practice in Historical 
Study: A Report of the Committee on Historiography. Subjects 
include “Grounds For a Reconsideration of Historiography,” and 
“Problems of Terminology in Historical Writing,” by Charles A. 
Beard; “Controlling Assumptions in the Practice of American His- 
torians,” by John Herman Randall, Jr., and George Haines, IV; 
“What Historians Have Said About the Causes of the Civil War,” 
by Howard K. Beale, and “Selective Reading List on Historiogra- 
phy and the Philosophy of History,” by Ronald Thompson. 
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